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Because of the resignation of Ambassador Raúl Ricardes (Permanent Representative of the Argentine Republic to the OAS) as Chair of the Committee (CAJP – February 7), the meeting was opened by the Vice Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Roger Noriega, Permanent Representative of the United States of America to the OAS.

I.
Election of the chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

In accordance with Article 32.2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee decided to elect its new chair.  The Argentine delegation nominated Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira (Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS) to serve as chair of the Committee. The nomination was seconded by the delegation of Nicaragua.  Ambassador Pecly Moreira was elected by acclamation.

Ambassador Noriega then turned over the meeting to Ambassador Pecly Moreira, who turned to consideration of the items listed on the order of business previously adopted.

II.
Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment [AG/RES. 1816 (XXXI-O/01), CP/CAJP-1853/01, CP/CAJP-1876/02]
a.
Special guests (CP/CAJP-1876/02): As established in operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 1816 (XXXI-O/01), which reads:

2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to consider the advisability of studying, in cooperation with the competent organs and agencies of the inter-American system and taking into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, the question of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment.

To that end, the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the OAS took the initiative of inviting two experts, Elías Carranza, Executive Director of United Nations Latin American Institute for Crime Prevention and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD), and Federico Marcos, Representative of the Ministry of Justice of Costa Rica.
The Government of Costa Rica, through its mission to the OAS, also presented the document “Draft Inter-American Declaration on the Rights and the Care of Persons Deprived of Liberty: One Possible Way to Overcome the Human Rights Challenges of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas” (CP/CAJP-1876/02). This document sets forth some of the concepts and statistical data mentioned by experts Carranza and Marcos in their presentations. 
The special guests mentioned in their remarks:

· The importance of recognizing that the human rights of detainees may be limited (because of their sentences) but must not be violated;
· The need to consider the Draft Inter-American Declaration on the Rights and the Care of Persons Deprived of Liberty;
· The magnitude of the problem: throughout the countries of the Americas;
· The areas in which the problem arises:  police, judicial, and penitentiary arenas;
· The existence of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UN, December 10, 1984). 


The delegations presented their observations and comments on:

· The importance of preventing violations of such rights;

· The importance of publicizing the Draft Declaration (CP/CAJP-1876/02);
· The importance of establishing an appropriate specialized forum for addressing this topic;
· The recommendation that the economic and social origins of the problem (poverty, inequity, inadequate legislation, etc.) be studied;
· Defining the scope of the Draft Declaration for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 

b.
Questionnaire: “Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment” (CP/CAJP-1853/01 rev. 1).
The Committee had the opportunity to consider the questionnaire cited above, which was approved after minor changes in wording were made.  It should be noted that the original deadline of April 1 for submission of replies to the questionnaire by member states was extended until April 30.


The text of the document was corrected by the Secretariat of the Committee and distributed as document CP/CAJP-1853/01 rev. 1 on February 15, 2002.

III.
Draft agenda for the Meeting of Experts on Support for Inter-American Human Rights Instruments, scheduled for March 4 and 5, 2002 (CP/CAJP-1854/01 rev.2) 
The Committee began its consideration of the draft agenda and the date for this specialized technical meeting at its meeting of December 14, 2001, in keeping with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1829 (XXXI-O/01), operative paragraph 2, which reads:

2.
To recommend to the Permanent Council that it prepare and convene, prior to the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly, a specialized technical meeting, with the participation of government experts, other organs of the inter-American system, eminent jurists and experts, and civil society, to study possibilities and actions to be taken to achieve universalization of the inter-American human rights system and its implementation.

On January 17, the delegations presented new observations and suggestions, which were included in a new, revised version of the document (CP/CAJP-1854/01 rev. 2).  
The delegations considered the topic again and reached consensus on the following points:

· The date of the meeting originally scheduled for March 4 and 5 was moved to March 7 and 8.

· The Inter-American Juridical Committee should be invited to participate in the meeting.

· A tentative list of experts participating in the event will be distributed.

· A number of corrections to the text of the agenda will be made.
· Section III of the agenda

Application of Inter-American Legal Instruments on Human Rights:  The delegations of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Canada, and the United States of America expressed their understanding that the application of standards for the protection of human rights would also be addressed under this section.

The text of the document was corrected by the Committee Secretariat and distributed, with the classification assigned to the meeting of experts, as document REIIDH/doc.2/02, on February 25, 2002.
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