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Summary of the meeting held on December 14, 2000

1. Continued consideration of the topic of racism:  Presentation by the Permanent Mission of Chile on the outcome of the Regional Preparatory Meeting for the Americas of the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (PREPCOM)
The Committee took note of the oral report by the Permanent Mission of Chile on the outcome of the Regional Preparatory Meeting for the Americas of the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (PREPCOM), which was held in Santiago, Chile, from December 5 to 7, 2000.  The delegation of Chile also reported that it would soon make available to the delegations copies of the draft Declaration and Plan of Action of Santiago on this subject.


On the topic of the advisability of preparing a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, as provided in resolution AG/RES. 1712 (XXX-O/00), the Committee decided to consider the matter at its first meeting of January 2001, so as to be able to circulate a revised version of the questionnaire published as document CP/CAJP-1687/00.

2. Follow-up to the recommendations and conclusions of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas [AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00)]:  Report on the meeting of the Working Group on Judicial Assistance
The delegation of Canada gave a report on the meeting of the Working Group on Judicial Assistance.  Among other things, it said that consideration was being given to an electronic system to facilitate cooperation in the Americas, including an Internet page containing national and international laws and cooperation treaties.  In addition, a private Internet page for experts would be created.  The delegation added that the preliminary version of the network is expected to be in operation by the time the Summit of the Americas is held. 


A number of delegations made observations on Canada’s statement and on the holding of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, which will take place in Trinidad and Tobago.  The Chair expressed the hope that information on the meeting from its host country would be in hand by early January 2001, so that preparatory work could begin and a date could be set for the meeting.


On the subject of extradition, the Chair requested the United States delegation, as coordinator for the topic, to carry out any consultations it considered appropriate and assess the possibility of giving a presentation to the Committee.

3. Consideration of the topic “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law” [AG/RES. 1705 (XXX-O/00)].  Presentation by the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information
The Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information reported to the Committee on the Department’s activities in this area.  A number of delegations spoke on the topic.  Some expressed concern over the fact that publications such as the Inter-American Juridical Yearbook and the constitutions of the member states were no longer being issued.


With respect to the publication of constitutions, the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information clarified that these were already posted on the Department’s Web page.


The Committee took note of the presentation and of the observations made by the delegations.

4. Continued dialogue on strengthening the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights
The Committee heard and took note of the following presentations, and of the observations made thereon by the delegations:

a. Presentation by the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL): The CEJIL representative, Dr. Maria Clara Pulido, spoke to the Committee on, among other subjects, the importance of strengthening the observance of decisions issued by the bodies of the inter-American human rights system.
b. Presentation by the International Human Rights Law Group: The Latin America program coordinator of the International Human Rights Law Group, Professor Ariel Dulitzky, spoke on, among other subjects, the importance of keeping dialogue open with nongovernmental organizations, both local and national, since it is NGOs that employ and benefit from the system or suffer from its shortcomings.  He also stressed the importance of securing universal ratification of the legal instruments of the inter-American human rights system.

With respect to subitems (c) and (d) of this agenda item, pertaining to the status of signatures and ratifications of inter-American human rights instruments and to the United States proposal regarding operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00), the Committee decided to defer their consideration until a later meeting, in view of the length of the meeting and time constraints.
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