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Summary minutes of the meeting held on October 5, 2000

1. Continued consideration of the topic “Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI)”
The Committee first considered the progress report on the preparatory work carried out by the groups of experts coordinated by the delegations of Mexico and the United States.  That report, presented by Mr. Harold Burman, a representative of the Delegation of the United States, addressed items 1 and 2 on the agenda for CIDIP-VI:

“Standardized commercial documentation for international trade, with particular reference to the Inter-American Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods by Road, and the possible incorporation of an additional protocol on bills of lading” and

“International loan contracts of a private nature, in particular, the uniformity and harmonization of secured transactions law.”


Mr. Ricardo Varela, Alternate Representative of Uruguay, gave a progress report on the work conducted by the group of experts that his delegation coordinates, regarding item 3 on the agenda:

“Conflict of laws on extracontractual liability, with an emphasis on competency of jurisdiction and applicable law with respect to civil international liability for transboundary pollution.
/”  The Committee took note of the report and of the delegations’ observations thereon.


The Committee took note of both reports and agreed to request that the delegations transmit the documents prepared by the informal working groups on the three agenda items for CIDIP-VI to their respective competent authorities, so that they may make any observations they deem relevant.


Finally, regarding the proposal by the Government of Guatemala that CIDIP-VI begin on March 19, 2001, several delegations said that it would be advisable to postpone the Conference until the last quarter of the year, to have enough time to finish preparing the documents and to receive the corresponding comments from the governments of the member states.

2. Continued consideration of the topic “The human rights of all migrant workers and their families”
The Committee heard a presentation by Dr. Juan Méndez, Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), on the human rights of migrant workers and their families. The Committee thanked the Rapporteur for his presentation, the transcript of which will be distributed as an information document.

Following the presentation, delegations took the floor, made observations, and underscored the need to define the scope of the topic under study and distinguish it from the issue of refugees, displaced persons, or deported persons.  Emphasis was also placed on the importance of there being close cooperation between the Office of the Rapporteur of the IACHR and the respective office in the framework of the United Nations.

The Committee asked Dr. Méndez to prepare a preliminary report that includes the replies already received, for consideration prior to the thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly.


3. Continued consideration of the topic “Preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention Against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance”
The Secretariat for Legal Affairs presented document CP/CAJP-1687/00, “Preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (Background and Questionnaire),” which the Committee had asked it to prepare at its meeting of September 21, 2000.

Several delegations made observations on the questionnaire.  The Chair requested that the delegations kindly transmit their comments to him in writing, in order to prepare a revised version to be considered at a future meeting.  That revised version will include, as an appendix, the statement made by the Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Walter Pecly Moreira (CP/CAJP-1682/00).  Finally, it was decided to hold a special meeting in the near future, with the participation of representatives of organs in the inter-American system, civil society organizations, and government experts, to foster an exhaustive discussion on the need to prepare the aforementioned Draft Convention.  The Chair and the Secretariat will compile the pertinent documents and take the necessary steps to prepare for that meeting.

With regard to the regional preparatory conference (to be held in Santiago, Chile at the end of 2000) for the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance, the delegations agreed to transmit the corresponding documents on the progress made to the Secretariat.  This will help the Secretariat for Legal Affairs to prepare the preliminary information document.
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�.	See document CP/CAJP-1688/00.





