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DRAFT RESOLUTION

Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society 

Participation in OAS Activities 
(Presented by the delegations of Canada and Chile)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”; 


BEARING IN MIND the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities (the Guidelines), approved by the Permanent Council in its resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00); 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas established that, among other initiatives, the governments would develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system; 


RECOGNIZING the importance of the participation of civil society organizations to consolidating democracy in all member states and the significant contribution that they can make to the activities of the OAS and of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system;  


RECOGNIZING ALSO that civil society participation in OAS activities should take place within a framework of close cooperation among the political and institutional organs of the Organization; and

TAKING NOTE with satisfaction of resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), which, among other strategies to increase and strengthen civil society participation in the OAS, instructed the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities to recommend measures aimed at institutionalizing the informal dialogue that takes place at every General Assembly session among Heads of Delegation, the OAS Secretary General, and the civil society organizations invited to attend,

RESOLVES: 


1. 
To include in the official calendar of the General Assembly of the OAS, as an official and regular activity, the informal dialogue that has been taking place between Heads of Delegation and civil society in recent years. 


2.
To instruct the Secretariat for Conferences to ensure that this dialogue becomes an integral component of the activities organized at the annual OAS General Assembly, and for that purpose that it be included in the agreement signed every year by the Organization with the host country. 


3. 
To entitle this dialogue “Dialogue of Heads of Delegation with Civil Society” and focus its agenda on themes to be discussed by Foreign Ministers and Heads of Delegation in the framework of the General Assembly.


4.
To schedule this dialogue during the morning of the first day of the General Assembly, before the Inauguration Ceremony, and dedicate two hours to it. 


5. 
To invite the host country to, in coordination with the OAS Secretariat of the Summit Process, offer its support to registered civil society organizations which will coordinate the organization of this event and the elaboration of its agenda and format. 


6. 
To instruct the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, in coordination with the OAS Secretariat of the Summit Process and the OAS Office of Public Information to publicize with advance notice the holding of this event and to encourage a broad participation of civil society in it.


7.
To instruct the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in coordination with all organs, agencies and entities of the OAS to facilitate the implementation of resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), “Strategies to Increase and Strengthen the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”.

8.
To recommend to the Permanent Council the creation of a specific fund of voluntary contributions, “Fund for Civil Society Participation” to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation and Civil Society.


9.
To urge member states to:

a) Actively participate in the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation with Civil Society;
b) Continue their efforts to open broader windows of participation in OAS Activities to civil society organizations;
c) Contribute to the Fund for Civil Society Participation;

10.
Request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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