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(Order of business: CP/CAJP-2011/03 corr.1)
1. Report of the Vice Chair of the CAJP on completion of the process of informal consultations regarding amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council (CP/CAJP-2012/03)

Bearing in mind the Committee’s instructions of October 24, 2002, Minister Antonio García, Vice Chair of the CAJP, formally presented the delegations with the document containing the report on the outcome of informal consultations between October 2002 and January 2003 regarding proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council (CP/CAJP-2012/03).

The Vice Chair of the Committee (Minister Antonio García) pointed out that the recommendations contained in the report had been examined extensively by the delegations participating in the informal consultations process.

The Committee decided to include the item on the agenda of the next meeting of the CAJP, where it is expected to be approved for subsequent submission to the Permanent Council. 
2. Consultations on the methodology for considering draft resolutions that originated in the CAJP prior to the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly in Santiago, Chile

The Committee decided to adopt the Vice Chair’s informal consultations mechanism to review the texts of the draft resolutions that member states would like to see submitted to the Permanent Council for subsequent consideration by the General Assembly.

The delegations thought fit to explain that this mechanism should not become normal practice for committees or working groups and that it was being adopted on this occasion because of current constraints on the Permanent Council’s time and resources.

As for the order in which the different topics would be considered, it was suggested that the decision be left to those states taking part in the consultation process.

Finally, it was agreed to ask the Secretariat to distribute the working documents in the four official languages of the Organization, in each of the informal consultation meetings.

3. Report of the Head of the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms, Dr. Jorge García-González, on the mandates assigned to the General Secretariat with regard to the three following items (CP/CAJP-2000/02):

In his presentation, Dr. Jorge García-González advised delegations of the existence of a series of commitments arising out of mandates assigned by the General Assembly to the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat with respect to the three topics referred to below. 

For each of those topics, he made specific suggestions (or pointed to agreements already reached) on the schedule of meetings to be held on each one, as follows:

a. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas – REMJA [AG/RES. 1849 (XXXII-O/02)]
· Draft resolution of the Permanent Council on meetings to be held in the context of REMJA. Proposal presented by the Chair of the CAJP (CP/CAJP-2010/02)
After hearing Dr. García-González’s presentation, the delegations commented on the draft resolution proposed by the Chair and recommended some stylistic changes, which were incorporated in document CP/CAJP-2010/02 rev.1. 

As for the topics to be addressed at the REMJA meetings, delegates said it was important to coordinate in order to avoid duplication of CICTE’s work on the subject of “Cyber-crime.”

Some delegates also proposed that the meeting of the Group of Government Experts on cyber-crime (operative paragraph 1) should be held in May 2003 and not, as the draft resolution says, on July 30-31 of this year.

Dr. García-González said that the meetings proposed for July 30-31 and October 16 and 17 will be held at OAS Headquarters in Washington.  He also commented that there were problems with holding the meeting of the Group of Government Experts on cyber-crime in May, including saturation of the agenda of the Permanent Council and its organs in the weeks prior to the General Assembly.

The Committee decided to postpone approval of this resolution until the next meeting of the CAJP, by which time the delegations would have a chance to consult their governments regarding the dates and agendas for each of the aforementioned meetings.

b. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and Its Program for Cooperation [AG/RES. 1870 (XXXII-O/02)]
After listening to Dr. García-Calderón’s presentation, one delegation insisted on the need to amend the report contained in document CP/CAJP-2000/02 in order to make it clear that, pursuant to Article 33 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism for Follow-up of Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, civil society had actively participated by replying to the questionnaire distributed in connection with the first round of evaluations.

c. Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law [AG/RES. 1904 (XXXII-O/02)]
· Presentation of the recommendations of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) on the agenda for the Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law.

Ms. Nathalie de Watteville, Deputy Head of Delegation for North America, International Committee of the Red Cross, submitted a proposed agenda to the delegations containing the topics that the Red Cross considers it would be important to include on the agenda of the special meeting of the CAJP on international humanitarian law, which is being organized with the support of the General Secretariat and the ICRC.
After hearing the presentations by Ms. Watteville and Dr. García Calderón, several delegations thanked them for the ICRC proposal and the work being done by the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms to prepare for the special meeting.

Some delegations recommended topics for inclusion on the agenda of the special meeting of the CAJP on international humanitarian law.  Thus:

· In document CP/CAJP-2009/03, the delegation of Argentina requested that the following topic be placed on the agenda: “The need for new substantive provisions to be added to existing law in this field.”
· The Colombian delegation suggested a topic entitled “Role of the International Committee of the Red Cross with respect to Armed Rebel Groups in Colombia.”

Several delegations announced that they would consult with their governments regarding the choice of experts to take part in the special meeting. The delegations also recommended that the agenda for the special meeting be limited to a few topics only, to ensure that each is dealt with in depth.
The delegations decided to continue considering this item at a future meeting of the Committee, at which point a preliminary draft agenda for the special meeting, drawn up by the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms should be available.
4. Other business

a.
The delegation of Peru introduced Ms. Kela León, Director of the Peruvian Press Council, who gave a presentation on the document entitled “Principios de Lima” [Lima Principles] adopted by her organization in Peru last year.  This document was distributed to all delegations present.  The aforementioned principles establish the foundations for implementation of the law on transparency and access to public information promulgated by that member state in July 2002. 


In her presentation, Ms. León underscored the importance of transparency in government information, within the bounds set by national security considerations.

Finally, she mentioned that several member states of the Organization have laws on transparency in public information (and access to it), but lack the instruments to enforce them.


b.
The delegation of Venezuela asked the Chair to obtain full information from the IACHR regarding planning by that Commission of a working meeting on implementation of international human rights commitments and standards in the inter-American system, to be held on March 1, 2003.

Given that the IACHR is organizing that meeting in conjunction with “The International Justice Project,” the delegation of Venezuela also requested that the CAJP be given an outline of the work of that organization.
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