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Summary of the meeting held on October 17, 2002
(Order of business: CP/CAJP-1982/02 rev.1)
1. Presentations by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Dr. Antonio Cançado Trindade, on the following topics:

Dr. Cançado Trindade addressed the Committee to reiterate what he had said at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council held on October 16. That presentation was distributed as CP/doc.3654/02.  In his statement, he reiterated proposals such as the establishment of a mechanism for cost-free legal assistance to petitioners unable to cover the costs involved in access to the inter-American justice system.

He also spoke on the amendments to the rules of procedure, which allow "presumed victims, or their legal representatives, to attend and participate in all stages of proceedings before the tribunal,” which also involves rights and obligations for those persons. In this way he addressed jointly the topic of resolution AG/RES. 1895 (XXXII-O/02), “Study on the Access of Persons to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,” and the topic of examining the governing documents, derived from the mandate issued in paragraph 2.c of resolution AG/RES. 1890 (XXXII-O/02), “Evaluation of the Workings of the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights with a View to Its Improvement and Strengthening.”

He reminded the delegates of the financial responsibilities involved in extending the jurisdiction of the Court in this way and emphasized the need for the states to provide the necessary resources for implementation of such reforms. He also recalled the mandate issued to the states by the Third Summit of the Americas to increase the budgets of the bodies of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights so that they might function effectively. 
The delegations presented their observations and recommendations on the proposals made by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and also asked some questions.
· The delegations expressed their agreement with Dr. Cançado Trindade’s appeal and their interest in helping to find ways to meet the budgetary needs of the bodies of the inter-American human rights system. It was clarified that the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) is the appropriate forum for consideration of appeals from any body regarding its budget.
· The member states of the Organization were called upon again to accede to the American Convention on Human Rights, and the governments to incorporate into their national law the standards established under the international commitments they have assumed.
· Some delegations requested additional information on how cost-free legal assistance operates in the European system. However, other delegations noted the risks involved in patterning the workings of the inter-American human rights system on the European system.
· Mention was made of matters for which the CAJP is to define concrete measures in connection with the inter-American human rights system: strengthening, universal adoption, and follow-up of the decisions of the bodies, budget increases, having the Court in semi-permanent session, and facilitating victims’ access to the system.

The President of the Court presented his final comments:

· He clarified that it would be advisable to study how the mechanisms of the European system operate, since the inter-American system could benefit from the experience acquired in other systems.
· The fact that the OAS member states have varying levels of commitment to human rights is unacceptable and undermines the system.
· The principal responsibility of the OAS is to defend human rights.
· The Court needs to be in session permanently in order to operate in an optimal manner.

· He recommended that the delegations review his April 16 presentation to the CAJP, which was distributed as document CP/CAJP/doc.1921/02 corr. 1.

2. Presentations of the International Coalition of Nongovernmental Organizations 
In response to the Committee’s decision, taken at its meeting of October 10, to grant the request of the International Coalition of Nongovernmental Organizations to participate in the consideration of the CAJP’s agenda items for that date, the following presentations were heard:
a. On the topic of resolution AG/RES. 1895 (XXXII-O/02), “Study on the Access of Persons to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights”
Ms. María Clara Galvis of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) presented the Coalition’s views, which were classified as document CP/CAJP-1985/02.

In her presentation, Ms. Galvis referred in particular to the need for mechanisms ensuring all persons access to all the bodies of the inter-American human rights system. She also expressed support for the appeal made by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for increased OAS budgetary allocations to the Court and the Commission.

b. On the topic of resolution AG/RES. 1842 (XXXII-O/02), “Human Rights Defenders in the Americas: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas”
Ms. Silvia Aguilera of the Mexican Human Rights Commission presented the views of the Coalition, which were classified as document CP/CAJP-1984/02.

In her statement, Ms. Aguilera requested that the member state governments take the necessary measures to ensure effective protection of the human rights of human rights defenders in the Americas. She explained that these individuals are at significant risk and that their work is constantly threatened by a lack of sufficient safeguards.
The delegations expressed agreement with the Coalition’s appeal and support for the work of these persons devoted to protecting human rights–work that is essential to maintaining democracy.

Lastly, the delegations thanked the civil society representatives for their interest in participating in the Committee’s meetings and for submitting their presentations in a timely manner, enabling the delegates to study them properly.

3.
Presentations by the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Dr. Juan Méndez, on the following topics:

CP/CAJP-1979/02, Study on the Access of Persons to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights [AG/RES. 1895 (XXXII-O/02)]; CP/CAJP-1980/02, Study of the rules of procedure, in keeping with the mandate issued in operative paragraph 2.c of resolution AG/RES. 1890 (XXXII-O/02), “Evaluation of the Workings of the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights with a View to Its Improvement and Strengthening”; and CP/CAJP-1977/02, Human Rights Defenders in the Americas: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas [AG/RES. 1842 (XXXII-O/02)].

The Committee decided that the dialogue begun with the IACHR on this date would continue at the meeting of October 24, even though Dr. Méndez’s presentations on the three topics mentioned above had been heard, because there was not enough time for proper consideration of the IACHR’s views and the comments of the delegations. For this same reason, the summary of the proceedings at the end of this CAJP meeting will be provided in the summary minutes for October 24, when the details of the dialogue with the IACHR will be summarized.
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