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Mr. President, Ambassador Arturo Duarte,
Excellencies, 

It is a distinct honor for me to be with you today, on behalf of the State of Qatar and His Highness the Emir, to address this august body and its distinguished representatives.  We come here in the interests of our respective countries, to escalate the dialogue and institutionalize our growing and lasting relationships.

Before I explain our interest in seeking observer status in the OAS, please indulge in an explanation of Qatar, so you can gain an understanding, un sabor, (a flavor) of my country.

Qatar is a small country, with a large history.  Our population is about 70,000, but we travel to all parts of the globe, including North and South America.  For over two millennia, our people have engaged in trade, travel and good neighborly relations; it’s in our blood, and defines who we are today.

Qatar has been in an experiment- a test to measure up to the new challenges of the modern world.  In our region, the average time of independence of a country is around 35 years.  So you can appreciate that many of our institutions are in their infancy.  

Nevertheless, we have sought to bring reform to a region. Some people call us mavericks.  But we are not doing this to gain attention- we are doing this because of one simple reason.  We believe that a country is responsible for shaping its own destiny; regardless of the resources and geographic location it has been given.  

We believe the people have a right to speak their mind.  We believe people have a right to account for their leaders.  

That is why we have established a free press which is free to criticize our own government and leaders.  That is why we have since 1999 allowed universal voting rights for men and women in municipal elections and will establish a national parliament where women can also vote and run for office

I present this formal request that Qatar be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States.  Qatar recognizes the importance of regional cooperation, including a commitment of nations to abide by international institutions, whether in free trade, election monitoring, international dispute resolution or joint defense alliances.  We anticipate that Observer status will assist us in developing relations with the OAS and help drive future interaction between our country and the OAS.

Under the outstanding leadership of Secretary General Gaviria, the OAS has shown a path towards mutual cooperation and growth. I would also like to recognize the work of Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Einaudi.  The OAS is served well by both of these distinguished leaders, as are the people of North, central and South America.

Our Embassy in the United States also serves as Embassy to 12 OAS countries.  We have embarked upon a permanent presence in the region and hope to explore growing investment, trade and cultural opportunities with other member-nations of the OAS.

Qatar is committed to the concept of peace and stability at the local, regional and international level.  Without this, there cannot be economic prosperity, which drives the nations of the world and its people.  We embrace concepts of free trade and wish to improve economic ties to countries in this region which will further the mutual understanding and cooperation among the people of Qatar and of the Americas.

I look forward to your consideration of this request and hope to amplify the dialogue and interaction between Qatar and the OAS and its member-states.


En conclusión, esperamos su consideración de esta petición.  También esperamos amplificar el diálogo y la interacción entre Qatar y los Estados Miembros de la OEA.  Muchas gracias. 
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