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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING that one of the principles of the Organization of American States reaffirms the fundamental rights of the individual without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex
;


NOTING that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, adopted in Bogotá on May 2, 1948, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in Paris on December 10, 1948 are basically identical and reflect universal acknowledgement of the fundamental equality of human beings, and that protection of human rights is a prime concern of legal and political institutions as a means to further the spiritual and material advancement and happiness of human beings;


Recalling that the American Convention on Human Rights, echoing the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, reiterates that the ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights as well as his civil and political rights;


RECOGNIZING that the World Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna in 1993 underscored the part that regional human rights organizations play in promoting and in the exercise of those rights and called for increased coordination between them and the United Nations (paragraph 37 of the Declaration and paragraphs 2, 3, 85, 92, and 100 of the Program of Action);


WELCOMING the decision taken by the United Nations General Assembly in resolution 48/141 to create the post of United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;


NOTING that the mandate conferred upon the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights includes the function of working with regional human rights organizations with a view to supporting measures and programs in the human rights area. 


WELCOMING the fact that, based on an agreement with the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights has created a Regional Advisory Office for Latin America and the Caribbean that began operating on November 1, 2001; and

EXPRESSING ITS APPRECIATION of the increasing collaboration between bodies in the inter-American system for the protection of human rights and those pertaining to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights,

RESOLVES:
1. To welcome the establishment of the Regional Advisory Office of the United National High Commission for Human Rights.

2. To urge the organs of the inter-American and international systems for the promotion and protection of human rights to continue their efforts to coordinate their activities, through periodic meetings, joint actions, and participation in promotion and education programs.

3. To note with satisfaction the Framework Program of Quito for technical cooperation in the field of human rights, which has served as a basis for the strategies of the Office of the High Commissioner geared to enhancing national capabilities in promoting human rights in Latin America and the Caribbean.

4. To endorse the criteria regarding regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights adopted by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in its resolution 2001/79 and 2002/xxx.

5. To urge the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, particularly through its Regional Advisory Office; the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, as well as the subsidiary organs of each of the two systems, to step up  their mutual cooperation, with a view to enhancing the effectiveness of both regional and international mechanisms for the promotion and protection of civil, cultural, economic, political, and social rights of all human beings in the region.

6. To further urge the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the organs of the inter-American system to continue taking part in joint workshops, such as the Seminar on “Support for Inter-American Human Rights Instruments” held in Washington, D.C. on March 8-9, aimed at studying “possibilities and actions to be taken to achieve universalization of the inter-American human rights system and its implementation,” as stipulated in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1829 (XXXI-O/01).
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