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Summary of the meeting of April 11, 2002

(Order of business: CP/CAJP-1906/02)

1. Request from the Government of Georgia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization. Mr. Tedo Japaridze, Ambassador of Georgia, will attend the meeting. (CP/doc.3560/02)

· Consideration of the draft resolution (CP/CAJP-1904/02)

After considering this topic, the Committee approved draft resolution CP/CAJP-1904/02, which is accompanied by a report of the Committee Chair, classified as CP/CAJP-1922/02.

2. Request from the Government of the Slovak Republic to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization.  Mr. Martin Butora, Ambassador of the Slovak Republic, will attend the meeting (CP/doc.3558/02).

· Consideration of the draft resolution (CP/CAJP-1905/02)


After considering this topic, the Committee approved draft resolution CP/CAJP-1905/02, which is accompanied by a report of the Committee Chair, classified as CP/CAJP-1924/02.

3. Presentation on the topic “Human Rights and the Environment,” in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1819 (XXXI-O/01). 

· Special guest Mr. Daniel Taillant, Executive Director, Center for Human Rights and the Environment (CEDHA) (CP/CAJP-1895/02) (CP/CAJP-1896/02) (CP/CAJP-1897/02)

· Statement by Ambassador Santiago Canton, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/CAJP-1920/02)

Mr. Taillant, Executive Director of the Center for Human Rights and Environment (CEDHA), began his presentation by noting that the international community is already becoming aware of the relationship between environmental degradation and human rights violations, as well as the marked influence of both on the well-being and development of the peoples of the Americas.

He referred to the recommendations contained in document CP/CAJP-1895/02, arising from the Experts Seminar on Human Rights and the Environment held at the American University 
(Washington, D.C.) on March 19, 2002, for follow-up to resolution AG/RES. 1819 (XXXI-O/01), “Human Rights and the Environment.” He also emphasized the objectives (social and cultural, economic, and ecological) that should be considered in the implementation of sustainable development plans for any country. 

Lastly, he offered the assistance of the Center for Human Rights and the Environment (CEDHA) and of the experts participating in the seminar sponsored by the American University to the OAS Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in promoting their efforts in the area of the environment and human rights.

Ambassador Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, then gave a presentation on the topic from the IACHR perspective.  He emphasized that the link between human rights and the environment was a new perspective in the Commission’s work, one that until now had been closely associated with its work on the rights of indigenous peoples (and their special connection with their lands).

He listed some of the inter-American instruments and some provisions of the constitutions of OAS member states that refer to this question. 

He spoke on the IACHR’s work in this area, in particular its on-site visits and its reports on the situation of human rights in the member states. His conclusion was that the Commission’s experience in this area showed the instruments of the inter-American human rights system to have been conceived as living instruments to be applied to real-life conditions.  He recognized that, although legal and practical innovations to date in this area had been few, the Commission’s experience found links, often close ones, between human rights protection and environmental protection.

In addition, Mr. Peter Quilter, Adviser to the OAS Secretary General, gave a brief presentation on the report of the General Secretariat on human rights and the environment, document CP/CAJP-1898/02. He emphasized the attention this topic had received at the United Nations, evidenced by the designation of a Special Rapporteur for Human Rights and the Environment.

He recalled the legal advantage of the inter-American system, which recognizes in the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (San Salvador, November 17, 1988) the right to a healthy environment (Article 11).

The delegations presented their observations and recommendations:

· The appropriate areas of the General Secretariat should work together in counseling the member state governments on strategies for eliminating the environmental health problems that affect marginalized populations in the Hemisphere (lack of potable water, air pollution, etc.)

· Environmental protection is vital both to economic development and to development of the individual.

· In addressing the right to a healthy environment, a comprehensive approach should be taken to the various components:  education, health, occupational environment, and access to information (means of citizen participation).

· The efforts of international organizations, civil society, governments, and industry to protect human rights and the environment should be multiplied.

· The OAS should apply recommendation 24 of document CP/CAJP-1895/02 and the plan of action recommended in document CP/CAJP-1897/02, pertaining to the drafting of rules for the presentation of reports by member states, as required by the San Salvador Protocol.

· All OAS member states should ratify the Protocol of San Salvador.

· In view of the World Summit on Sustainable Development to be held by the UN in Johannesburg, South Africa, from September 2 to 11, 2002, the resolution on this topic adopted at the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly should mention that more specific mandates on the matter will not be issued until the results of the Summit are known. This resolution should also include a mandate on the need to work in coordination with the UN so as to avoid the duplication of effort. It was suggested that a UN expert be invited to speak at a special meeting on what the OAS could do in this area and on how to promote synergy within the Organization.

· Some delegations question the existence of a link between human rights and the environment, and also state that it is not clearly defined in international law. They emphasized the need to promote adherence to standards already in place in this area. They stressed that it is more important to promote adherence to existing standards at the national level to guarantee environmental protection than to focus on establishing new mechanisms under international law. They recommended that new mandates not be assigned to the IACHR, in view of the limited resources available.

· The OAS Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights should coordinate their efforts in studying and addressing the topic of human rights and the environment.

4. Presentation on the topic “The protection of refugees, returnees, and internally displaced persons in the Americas,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1832 (XXXI-O/01).
· Special guest Mr. Juan Carlos Murillo, Legal Adviser, Regional Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), with headquarters in Costa Rica. 

Dr. Murillo spoke on the humanitarian practice of protecting victims of persecution, on legal instruments for the protection of refugees, and on UNHCR leadership in discussions and research on the matter (CP/CAJP-1912/02). 

He emphasized the distinction the UN makes between the terms asylum and refuge, each involving a different level of attention and international protection. He also noted that confusion among these two terms at the university level (in various countries of the Americas) has caused concern at the Office of the UNHCR.

He clarified that refugees are victims of the actions of both governments and private parties.

Dr. Murillo called upon member states to ratify the international instruments on refugees. 

The delegations presented their observations and comments:

· The Draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism follows the UNHCR’s recommendations on the distinction between the terms asylum and refuge.

· On this matter, the countries can be grouped into two categories: those that generate refugees and those that receive them.

· The IACHR should coordinate its efforts in this area with the UNHCR.
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