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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS ON THE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GEORGIA TO BE GRANTED THE STATUS OF PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION


On March 11, 2002, through its ambassador to the United States, Mexico, and Canada, Mr. Tedo Jeparidze, the Government of Georgia asked the Secretary General to grant it the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization. 

At its meeting of April 5, 2002, the Permanent Council forwarded the request for review by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.


On April 11, 2002, the Committee had the honor to listen to the presentation by Ambassador Tedo Jeparidze regarding his Government’s request. In his speech, Ambassador Jeparidze referred in particular to the independence won by his country a little over a decade ago and to his government’s interest in strengthening economic and commercial ties with other parts of the world. He also mentioned the OAS as a model of regional cooperation for international organizations of which Georgia is a member.

The Committee concluded that the request of the Government of Georgia met the requirements set forth in resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” and CP/RES. 407 (573/84), “Revised Procedures for Granting the Status of Permanent Observer.” In addition, it considered the interest expressed by the Government of Georgia in learning from the OAS’ achievements in the area of integration.

In view of the foregoing, the Committee approved the attached draft resolution, which it submits to the Permanent Council for possible approval.

April 12, 2002

DRAFT RESOLUTION

GRANTING GEORGIA THE STATUS OF 
PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

HAVING SEEN the request from the Government of Georgia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.3560/02) and the report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the matter (CP/CAJP-1922/02); and
CONSIDERING:

That, by resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” the General Assembly established the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States and assigned to the Permanent Council the task of determining the criteria and timing for awarding it; and

That, under resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84), “Revised Procedures for Granting the Status of Permanent Observer,” any independent state may request the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States,
RESOLVES:
1.
To grant Georgia the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States, pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) of the General Assembly and CP/RES. 407 (573/84) of this Council.

2.
To invite the Government of Georgia to accredit a permanent observer to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in keeping with operative paragraph 7 of resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84).


3.
To request the Secretary General to advise the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, including the inter-American specialized organizations, of this decision, once the Government of Georgia has been apprised thereof.
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