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Summary of the meeting of February 7, 2002

1.
Request from the Government of the Republic of Estonia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization 
The Committee had the honor to hear the presentation given by the Ambassador of Estonia, Mr. Sven Jurgenson, on his country’s request. In his statement, Ambassador Jurgenson underscored Estonia’s increasing interest in establishing cultural, friendly, and commercial ties with the countries of the Americas. In particular, the Ambassador highlighted the visit of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia to several Central and South American countries in November of 2000 as well as a number of cooperation strategies his country had developed vis-à-vis our Hemisphere.

The Committee concluded that the request of the Government of the Republic of Estonia met the requirements set forth in resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” and CP/RES. 407 (573/84), “Revised Procedures for Granting the Status of Permanent Observer.”  It also considered the outstanding concern shown by the Government of the Republic of Estonia for the Organization’s efforts to promote peace, democracy, and the observance of human rights in the Americas.

Accordingly, the Committee approved the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAJP-1867/02 and decided to submit it to the Permanent Council for adoption at the meeting scheduled for February 13.

2. Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to the General Assembly (2001) (CP/doc.3545/02)
Presentation by Mr. João Grandino Rodas, Chair of the Juridical Committee 
Mr. Grandino Rodas presented a detailed report on the activities of the Juridical Committee. Sitting with him were two members of that Committee, Mr. Luis Herrera Marcano and Mr. Carlos Manuel Vásquez. 

The Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee called attention to some of the CJI’s contributions in the field of law during 2001 in areas of vital interest to the OAS, such as the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the fight against terrorism, problems with access to justice, and the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI).

He also mentioned the preparations to celebrate the Committee’s centennial; the holding of the 28th Course on Private International Law (July 30 to August 24, 2001); and the regular meetings of the Committee in Ottawa, Canada (March 2001) and Rio de Janeiro (July to August 2001).

Mr. Grandino Rodas called on the member states to promote extensive use of the CJI’s potential by the OAS and said the Committee was prepared to provide ample specialized services for the Organization’s objectives and programs. 

The Chair of the Juridical Committee called attention to the valuable cooperation it received from the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, in particular the Department of International Law, as it pursued its objectives.

The delegations congratulated the Inter-American Juridical Committee on:

· Its excellent work over the past year;

· The presentation by the Juridical Committee members attending this annual encounter with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs;

· The usefulness of the CJI’s studies and reports to the Organization;

· The special significance of the Course on International Law, not only as an inter-American institution of legal education but also as a means of publicizing the OAS’ work throughout the Americas.

Several delegations emphasized the need to provide interpretation into English during the Course on International Law to facilitate participation by English-speaking fellowship recipients, especially from the CARICOM region. Statements were also made on the following topics:

· Dissemination of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Inclusion of the Central American legal framework and the need for the agenda and work of the Committee to better reflect the interests of that region;

· Joint meeting with legal advisers of ministries of foreign affairs;

· Invitation to the Inter-American Juridical Committee to participate in the meeting of experts on support for inter-American human rights instruments, scheduled for March 4 and 5, 2002;

· International Criminal Court;

· Inter-American Convention against Corruption;

· Hemispheric security; and

· Various aspects of representative democracy and participatory democracy.

The Brazilian delegation spoke about the arrangements its government had under way for the upcoming transfer of the Committee’s headquarters to another building in the same city, Rio de Janeiro, in which the CJI would have larger facilities. 

3.
Report of the Chair of the Special Group on Justice on the draft agenda and draft schedule of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV) (GE/REMJA/doc.84/02)

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs heard a presentation by Mr. Mackisack Logie, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago, on the report of the Special Group on Justice concerning the draft agenda and draft schedule for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (GE/REMJA/doc.85/02). After a number of delegations presented their observations and recommendations, the Committee decided:

· To approve the draft agenda and present it to the Permanent Council, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1781 (XXXI-O/01).

· To approve the draft schedule and submit it to the Permanent Council for consideration.

· To convene, this February, a special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to study the mandates conferred by the General Assembly in the following resolutions:

a. AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01), International Criminal Court

b. AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01), Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law

· To instruct the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to present to the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas a report summarizing the outcome of the special meeting mentioned in the foregoing paragraph.  The report should be classified as a document of that meeting and may be considered during the dialogue of heads of delegation.

4.
Resignation of Ambassador Raúl Ricardes, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS, as Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Ambassador Ricardes announced to the delegations that, on February 14, 2002, he would present his resignation as Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  He stated that the reason for his resignation was an upcoming assignment of new duties by his government. The delegations unanimously applauded Ambassador Ricardes for his professionalism and dedication at the helm of the Committee and expressed regret that he would no longer be among them as Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS.
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