- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE



OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


CP/CAJP/SA.366/01










7 November 2001


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS


Original: Spanish

Summary of the meeting of October 18, 2001

1. Installation of the Committee’s working groups and election of their chairs

Ambassador Diego Abente Brun, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, reported on the outcome of the consultations with delegations on the installation of the Committee’s working groups. His remarks were endorsed by Ambassador Laura Elena Núñez, Permanent Representative of Honduras.  The agreements reached, which are listed below, were confirmed by the Committee during the meeting.

a. Terrorism: It was decided to reinstall the Working Group on Terrorism, the main topic of which would be the formulation of the Draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism;

b. Human Rights:  Topics concerning human rights will be considered by the Committee itself instead of by a working group;

c. Probity and Public Ethics, and Administration of Justice:  It was decided to keep the working groups on justice and on probity and public ethics that had been set up during the October 4 meeting; and

d. Restructuring of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:  It was decided to conduct a systematic study on the best possible structure for the Committee with a view to presenting a proposal to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session.

Election of the chairs

a.
Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics

In keeping with the agreements reached, the meeting proceeded to elect a new chair of the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics.  To that end, Ms. Jasmine E. Huggins, Alternate Representative of Saint Kitts y Nevis, nominated Ambassador Lombardo Martínez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the Organization.  The nomination was seconded by the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa.  Ambassador Lombardo Martínez was then elected by acclamation.

b.
Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Ambassador Humberto de la Calle, Permanent Representative of Colombia, put forward the candidacy of Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa, Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization, for the position of Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  The nomination was seconded by Ambassador Miguel Ruíz Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico.  Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa was then elected by acclamation.
c.
Working Group on Representative Democracy

Mr. Starret Greene, Alternate Representative of Antigua and Barbuda, put forward the nomination of Ambassador Luis Guardia, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, to chair the Working Group on Representative Democracy.  Ms. Silvia Merega, Alternate Representative of Argentina, seconded the nomination.  Ambassador Luis Guardia was then elected by acclamation.


d.
Working Group on Terrorism
Ambassador Laura Elena Núñez, Permanent Representative of Honduras, nominated Ambassador Miguel Ruíz Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico, to chair the Working Group on Terrorism.  The nomination was seconded by Ambassador Diego Abente Brun, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, and by Ambassador Roger Noriega, Permanent Representative of the United States.  Ambassador Ruiz Cabañas was then elected Chair of the Working Group on Terrorism, by acclamation.

2. Consideration of the topic “Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV)”

In view of the concerns raised at the meeting of October 4 regarding the proposal to postpone the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV), the meeting referred the matter once again to the Working Group on Justice, which was asked to make a recommendation in that regard.
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