PAGE  
- 2 -



PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE




OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


CP/GT/PEC-110/01










12 March 2001


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS


Original: English


Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics

U.S. Views on March 21-23, 2001 Meeting of Experts

 to Discuss the Follow-Up Mechanism to the 

Inter-American Convention Against Corruption 

U.S. Views on March 21-23, 2001 Meeting of Experts

 to Discuss the Follow-Up Mechanism to the 

Inter-American Convention Against Corruption 

The United States would like to share with other member states our preliminary views on the structure of the March 21-23 meeting and possible items for discussion, as well as information on the steps the United States is taking to prepare for this meeting. In that regard, we also welcome and generally endorse the views of the Government of Argentina, circulated on February 27 at the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics. We look forward also to hearing the views of other delegations on the March 21-23 meeting. 

We believe the work plan of the first Meeting of Experts should include the following items for consideration:

1. Acceptance of the OAS recommendation contained in CP/RES 783(1260/01) as the working draft for a follow-up mechanism to the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption.

2. Discussion of CP/RES 783, para. 5 (Structure).

3. Discussion of CP/RES 783, para. 7 (Proceedings), including consideration of the provisions concerning civil society in Article III of the Convention.

4. An agreement in principle concerning the instrument that will adopt a follow-up mechanism. 

5. Establishment of a method of communications between experts, such as an e-mail exchange, website, or via OAS missions.

6. An approximate schedule of future meetings to follow the May 2001 Conference of States Parties in Buenos Aires.

Since it has not been decided on which topics the mechanism will focus, preventative measures or criminal enforcement, the United States delegation to the first Meeting of Experts will consist of a broad range of anti-corruption experts from the Departments of State, Justice, and Commerce, all of whom are familiar with the Convention.  

In our analysis of the recommended OAS mechanism, the U.S. delegation is reviewing reports from various evaluation mechanisms as well as the excellent comparison of these mechanisms by the OAS Department of Legal Cooperation. In addition to studying the CICAD MEM – a process with which we are all very familiar - we have also drawn on extra-regional reports that may be of interest to other delegations.  They are listed below along with information on how to obtain copies:

First General Activity Report of GRECO (Group of States Against Corruption), September 1999-December 2000, www.greco.coe.int
GRECO Programme of Activities for 2001

www.greco.coe.int
Evaluation Report on Belgium, adopted by the GRECO at its 4th Plenary Meeting, 12-15 December 2000

www.greco.coe.int
Draft Agenda of the 10th Session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, United Nations International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP), 8 February 2001

e-mail: undcp_hq@undcp.un.or.at
Additional information: www.undcp.org
OECD Country Reports on the Implementation of the Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions, June 27, 2000

www.oecd.org
Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF), 1999-2000 Report

www.oecd.org

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP07999E01�








