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Summary of the meeting held on January 26, 2001

1.
Consideration of the topic “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law,” with the participation of representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross

The Committee reviewed the topic “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-O/00), and listened to presentations by the representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

Dr. Amar Francis, Head of the International Organizations Division of the ICRC, gave a summary presentation of the topic and announced that the ICRC will submit for consideration by the Permanent Council of the Organization a formal request to be granted permanent observer status at the OAS. He also mentioned the cooperation agreements signed with the Secretary General of the Organization aimed at fostering and disseminating respect for international humanitarian law.

Blo Danial Augstburger, Deputy Head of the International Committee of the Red Cross for North America, spoke about the system and structure of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, its national associations, and its work in the field of natural disasters.  He also talked about its work with respect to repatriation of prisoners during international conflicts and the Family Reunion program, which helps families that have suffered separation, especially due to armed conflicts, to reunite. 

Cristina Pellandini, a legal advisor to the ICRC, focused in her presentation on the efforts of states in the Hemisphere to implement international humanitarian law and reminded participants of the role played by the ICRC in promotion and implementation of that body of law, understood as a set of norms that may have originated in conventional or customary law and are designed to establish rules to protect human beings from the effects of war. She referred, among other things, to the proposal to create the International Criminal Court. 


For his part, the Director of Legal Cooperation and Development described the work being done by that department to prepare for the Conference on National Application of International Humanitarian Law and Related Inter-American Conventions to be held in San José, Costa Rica, on March 6-8, 2001.  The Conference is being organized by the OAS and the ICRC. 

Several delegations then spoke, commenting especially on the ICRC’s request for OAS permanent observer status. Finally, the Committee took note of the report of the representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross and of the observations of the delegations.

2. Continuation of the dialogue on improving and strengthening the inter-American system of protection and promotion of human rights
a. Consideration of the proposal of the Government of Costa Rica regarding the strengthening of the inter-American system of human rights
b. Consideration of operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00):  Proposals by the United States and Mexico

The Committee continued its review of the above-mentioned topic.  In that connection, the United States withdrew the proposal it had put forward at the previous meeting and which is contained in document CP/CAJP-1722/00, and instead supported the proposal of the Delegation of Costa Rica, contained in document CP/doc.3407/01.


Furthermore, with respect to amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Court and to the Regulations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the delegations concluded that, after reviewing the annual reports of both organs, if necessary, the Secretariat for Legal Affairs could be asked to prepare a comparative document showing the changes introduced in the above-mentioned rules of procedure and regulations and their significance with respect to the modus operandi of the inter-American system for the protection and promotion of human rights. 


Accordingly, and at the request of several delegations, the Committee agreed to postpone consideration of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights until it receives a copy of the new rules of procedure in all the official languages of the Organization, in order to have sufficient time for analysis.
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