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Summary of the meeting held on January 16, 2001

1. Report of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations
Ambassador Ronalth Ochaeta, Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations, presented to the Committee a partial report on his group’s activities, for which purpose he referred to document GT/DADIN/doc.6/00 rev. 4, “Draft Work Plan 2000/2001.”

The Committee took note of the presentation by the Working Group Chair, of the document mentioned in the preceding paragraph, and of the observations made on the document by the delegations.

2. Continued dialogue on strengthening the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights: 
a. Consideration of operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00), “Evaluation of the Workings of the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights with a View to Its Improvement and Strengthening”:  Role of the political bodies of the Organization, universal adoption of the inter-American system, and implementation of the decisions or judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the recommendations of the IACHR:  The Chair informed the Committee that on November 24, 2000, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights adopted its new rules of procedure, and reported that the tentative date for presentation of the Court’s annual report to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs would be March 2001.  For its part, the delegation of Costa Rica requested permission to report at a future meeting on preparations for the General Assembly session.  He said his government had begun a series of informal meetings for the exchange of ideas on the matter, in which Costa Rica has a special interest as host country of the thirty-first regular session.

b. Proposal by the United States on operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00), “Evaluation of the Workings of the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights with a View to Its Improvement and Strengthening”:  The delegations considered the proposal by the United States, contained in document CP/CAJP-1722/00, as well as an alternate proposal presented by the delegation of Mexico.  The Committee took note of both proposals and of statements made by delegations on the matter.  It decided to resume consideration of the topic at its meeting scheduled for January 26.
3. Consideration of the draft questionnaire on the preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
The Committee considered and approved, with amendments, the draft questionnaire on the preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, and set a deadline of three months for the receipt of replies from the member states.  The replies should be sent to the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.

4.
Other business
a. Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas:  The Chair informed the delegations that the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago, host country of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, had advised her of its intent to hold the meeting between May and June 2001.

b. Inter-American Program for the Promotion of International Law:  With respect to the question from the delegation of Panama as to whether it would be possible to resume publication of the constitutions of the member states, the legal yearbook, and other documents, the delegation was entrusted with conducting informal consultations on the matter, taking into account the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of International Law.

c. Farewell to the First Vice Chair:  The Committee bid farewell to Ambassador Vilma McNish, Alternate Representative of Jamaica, and thanked her for her outstanding work as Vice Chair of the Committee. 
d. Draft Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council   With respect to the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the First Vice Chair of the Committee presented a progress report on the matter and added that another round of informal consultations would still be needed in order for this task to be completed.  The Chair indicated that she would continue to pursue those consultations, with the assistance of the Second Vice Chair. 
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