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Summary of the meeting held on December 7, 2000

1. Consideration of the Draft Work Plan of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) - 2001

The Chair of the Working Group on Representative Democracy gave the Committee a progress report on the group’s work.  The Committee took note of the presentation and decided to recommend that the Permanent Council approve the Work Plan of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) for 2001, with the amendments suggested during the meeting. 

2. Continued consideration of the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council 
The Committee considered the text of the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and, taking into account the observations made and amendments proposed by a number of delegations, decided to continue its consideration of the text by way of informal consultations coordinated by the Vice Chair of the Committee.

3. Continuation of the dialogue on improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights [AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00)]:
a. Thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly:  Presentation by the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica:  The Costa Rican delegation gave a general presentation on this topic.  Among other things, it stressed the importance of revitalizing the bodies of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights and expressed its support for reforms that would give victims direct access to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  The delegation asked the Committee to consider inviting the President of the Court to explain the implications of the statutory amendments proposed by the Court and those of the optional protocol to the Convention, also proposed by the Court.  For similar reasons, it also asked that thought be given to having the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights report on its statutory reform process once its studies were completed. 

b. Presentation by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR):  Dr. Hélio Bicudo, Chair of the IACHR, gave a progress report on the amendment of the Commission’s Regulations.  He added that the amended version will be published in January 2001 and is likely to enter into force in June 2001.  The Committee decided to take note of the presentation by the Chair of the IACHR and of the observations made thereon by several delegations. 
c. Consideration of operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00), “Evaluation of the Workings of the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights with a View to Its Improvement and Strengthening”:  Role of the political bodies of the Organization, universal adoption of the inter-American system, and implementation of the decisions or judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the recommendations of the IACHR:  The Committee considered a written proposal presented by the delegation of the United States.
/  A number of delegations spoke on the topic, and new proposals were put forth by the delegations of Mexico and Uruguay.  The Committee took note of the observations made by the delegations.  The delegations of Mexico and Uruguay were asked to present their proposals in writing so that the matter might be considered again at a meeting in the near future.

4.
Other business

The Permanent Representative of Paraguay reported that his country, on December 7, 2000, had ratified the Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty, and that it would soon ratify the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.  Paraguay will then be party to all the inter-American human rights instruments.


In addition, as Chair of the Working Group on Representative Democracy, the Permanent Representative of Paraguay presented a summary of the special meeting on democracy organized by that group on December 5.
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