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Summary of the meeting of September 7, 2000

1. Consideration of the work plan of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for the 2000-2001 period
The Chair presented to the delegations for their consideration document CP/CAJP-1675/00, containing the Work Plan of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for the 2000-2001 period, on the understanding that the document is only a guide and may be modified in accordance with the Committee’s needs.

Several delegations referred to the document and made general observations.  It was agreed that the Committee would meet informally at a later date to study the topics and give priority consideration to those of greatest interest, particularly those relating to the Summits process.

The Secretary General attended the meeting and addressed the delegations regarding the role of the OAS in the Summits process, emphasizing the need to assign priority to topics such as legal cooperation in judicial systems, human rights, probity and public ethics, and terrorism.


In that connection, the delegations requested that a summary of the Secretary General’s remarks and proposals be circulated.

2. Installation of the working groups and election of their chairs
a. Working Group on Representative Democracy: Ambassador Peter Boehm, Permanent Representative of Canada, nominated Ambassador Diego Abente Brun, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, for the office of chair of the Working Group on Representative Democracy.  The nomination was seconded by Ambassador Claude Heller, Permanent Representative of Mexico.  Ambassador Abente was elected by acclamation.

b. Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations:  Mr. Luis Menéndez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador, nominated Ambassador Ronalth Ochaeta Argueta, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, for the office of chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations.  The nomination was seconded by Ambassador Diego Abente Brun, Permanent Representative of Paraguay.  Ambassador Ochaeta was elected by acclamation.  Ms. Alma Gladys Cordero, Alternate Representative of Guatemala, accepted the appointment on behalf of Ambassador Ochaeta.

c. Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics:  Ambassador Claude Heller, Permanent Representative of Mexico, nominated Mr. Mauricio Alice, Alternate Representative of Argentina, for the office of chair of the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics.  The nomination was seconded by Ms. Charlotte Roe, Alternate Representative of the United States.  Mr. Alice was elected by acclamation.

3. Consideration of the topic “Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI)”
Dr. Enrique Lagos, Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs, summarized the status of the preparatory work for CIDIP-VI.



The Committee decided to ask the delegation of Guatemala to consult with its Ministry of Foreign Affairs so that the date for the Conference might be set as soon as possible.  It was also decided to establish an informal working group, which would be responsible for following up on the preparatory work for CIDIP-VI.

4. Dialogue on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights
The Committee noted the presentation given by Ambassador Jorge Taiana, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), who summarized the IACHR’s main activities, since the thirtieth regular session of the General Assembly, in the area of promoting and defending human rights in the Hemisphere.
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