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CONCLUSIONS


The Ad Hoc Working Group on Human Rights was established by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs at their meeting on November 22, 1999.  The Group, upon concluding its deliberations in San José, Costa Rica, on February 10 and 11, 2000, has decided to issue the following recommendations as its initial findings:

1. FUNDING

To recommend to the foreign ministers that they promote the necessary substantial increase in funding for inter-American human rights bodies.  To that end, priority should be placed on allocation of additional resources under the ordinary OAS budget.

To request the OAS General Secretariat to submit a report on the implications, under the ordinary budget, of assigning the resources needed to cover the immediate financial needs of the Commission and Court.  The report should envisage a progressive plan for meeting those needs.

2. FULL INCLUSION OF THE MEMBER STATES IN THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY SYSTEM

To recommend to the foreign ministers that the highest priority be placed on the signature and ratification of, or accession to, the American Convention on Human Rights, its additional protocols, and the other treaties of the system, and on recognition of the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and that they initiate a high-level dialogue with OAS member states that have not yet adopted such measures.

3. PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND OF NATIONAL MEASURES FOR THE APPLICATION OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW

To recommend to the foreign ministers that their governments promote the adoption of a plan of action for international cooperation in the form of technical support to states endeavoring, at the domestic level, to meet fully their international human rights obligations.  Such cooperation would include the adaptation of domestic law and administrative practice in accordance with international standards; education on international human rights law for judges, public prosecutors, attorneys, police officers, members of the military, and civil society groups; and the establishment of domestic means of enforcing the decisions of the bodies of the system.

To request the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights to draft a proposal for the promotion of human rights in the region, taking into consideration the promotion program adopted by the General Assembly in 1999.

4. ROLE OF THE POLITICAL BODIES AS GUARANTORS OF THE SYSTEMS' OPERATIONS, ESPECIALLY THE ENFORCEMENT OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE BODIES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM

To recommend to the foreign ministers that, in the context of the current functions of the General Assembly and the Permanent Council, proper treatment be given to the reports of the Commission and the Court, as a concrete way for the states to fulfill their duty to enforce the obligations undertaken through the instruments of the system.

5. ADAPTATION OF THE PROCEDURES OF THE COMMISSION AND THE COURT

The aspects of procedure in question include the following items, which have been sent by the states to the Commission and presented to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS and this Ad Hoc Group:

· Criteria governing the admissibility of petitions;

· Duplication of functions in the evidentiary area;

· Friendly settlement mechanisms;

· Excessive delays in processing.  Failure to observe deadlines;

· Direct participation by victims throughout proceedings before the Court;

· The role of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in cases brought before the Court;

· Criteria governing the selection of cases referred to the Court by the Commission;

· Special rapporteurs;

· Criteria governing decisions on precautionary measures;

· Presentation of petitions by the states to the Court against decisions set forth in the reports of the Commission;

· Follow-up of recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.


To recommend to the foreign ministers that they request the Commission and the Court, as the competent bodies within the system, to study all the concerns expressed by the states and by representatives of civil society, subsequently make such amendments to their Regulations and Rules of Procedure that they consider necessary to improve the operations of the system, and present the results of their efforts, within this year if possible.  Also, to ask the Commission and the Court to indicate which items might involve amendments to the Statutes and possible amendments to the Convention in the interest of improving the system.

6. CONTINUITY AND FOLLOW-UP OF EFFORTS

The Ad Hoc Group, composed of all the OAS member states, will continue to study the topics mentioned above with a view to presenting its conclusions and recommendations to the Permanent Council.

The Ad Hoc Group decided to examine, at a later meeting, the outcome of the recommendations presented above.  It decided to ask Costa Rica to act as Secretary of the Ad Hoc Working Group, with support from the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and in close coordination with the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council.

The Ad Hoc Group entrusts Costa Rica, Mexico, and Canada with consultations aimed at setting the date for another meeting, taking into account the availability of the documents requested from the OAS General Secretariat and the Inter-American Institution of Human Rights.

San José, February 11, 2000
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