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1. Presentation by the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers 
The Committee heard the presentation of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, a grouping of nongovernmental organizations, the Executive Committee of which is headed by the organization Human Rights Watch.  In reiterating his appreciation to the Committee for inviting him to speak on the subject, the Executive Director of Human Rights Watch/Americas, Dr. José Miguel Vivanco, discussed the Coalition’s bilateral and regional efforts to stop the use of child soldiers under 18 years of age, and requested assistance from the OAS member states in that regard. 


The Advocacy Director of the Children’s Rights Division of Human Rights Watch, Ms. Jo Becker, also spoke.  She said that one of the flaws in the Convention on the Rights of the Child is that it permits minors under 15 years of age to participate in armed conflicts.  She also explained that some countries had already amended their laws to correct this situation, and that the United Nations had raised the minimum age for joining its peace-keeping forces to 18.  In that context, she emphasized that the Coalition had as one of its specific goals securing the adoption of an additional protocol to the Convention prohibiting the recruitment of minors.

Ms. Becker noted that the OAS member states might play a leading role in this area by implementing the following three recommendations, contained in the Declaration of Montevideo adopted by the Latin American and Caribbean Conference on the Use of Children as Soldiers, held in Montevideo from July 5 to 8, 1999, under the auspices of the Government of Uruguay and the Inter-American Children’s Institute.
/ 

a. Adoption by the General Assembly of a resolution supporting a ban on the use of children under 18 years of age as soldiers in armed conflicts;

b. Active participation by member states in negotiations on the additional protocol to the Convention within the framework of the inter-sessional working group of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, which will hold its next session in January 2000; and 

c. Review by the member states of their national laws on this subject.


On the basis of statements made by various delegations, the Chair said that the Committee would soon resume discussion of the topic to ensure adequate follow-up thereon with a view to the upcoming General Assembly session. 

1. Continued preparations for the Meeting of the Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations 

The Committee continued to consider the organization of the meeting of the Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations (November 8-12).  It approved the working procedure and the mechanism for participation by representatives of indigenous communities and organizations, as described in notes from the Chair to the Secretary General and the member states. 

2. Consideration of the draft declaration on the 30th Anniversary of the American Convention on Human Rights and the 20th Anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
The Committee approved the draft declaration on the 30th anniversary of the American Convention on Human Rights and the 20th anniversary of the Court, which had been considered at informal meetings held on October 15, 22, and 29, 1999, which were to be placed before the member states for consideration and possible adoption at the events scheduled for November 22 in San José, Costa Rica.

3. Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI).  Implementation of resolution CP/RES. 744 (1185/99), in the light of documents CP/doc.3220/99 and CP/CAJP-1579/99
The delegation of the United States withdrew its offer to host the meeting of experts envisaged in resolution AG/RES. 1613 (XXIX-O/99), which is contained in document CP/doc.3220/99, because of difficulties in obtaining the required funding.  The delegation submitted to the Committee an alternative proposal, contained in document CP/CAJP-1579/99, to hold the meeting at OAS headquarters in January 2000, using funds approved for the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI) in the year 2000 budget.

In the light of the financial implications of the decision and a possible conflict between the proposed dates (January 31 to February 4 ) and the previously approved dates for the Seminars for Analysis and Reflection on Participatory Democracy, contemplated in resolution AG/RES. 1684 (XXIX-O/99), the Committee postponed consideration of the topic until a later meeting. 

5.
Other business

a. Draft Inter-American Declaration on Freedom of Expression.  The Chair requested the delegation of the United States, which chairs the Committee’s working group on the inter-American declaration on freedom of expression, to provide a status report as soon as possible on its work and schedule of meetings in the weeks to come.

b. International Law Symposium.  The Director of the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, reported to the Committee that the 1999 International Law Symposium, which was organized by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs with support from the Government of Uruguay,  was held from October 18 to 20, 1999.  Dr. Arrighi noted that participants at the symposium, which was led by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay, Dr. Didier Opertti, included renowned professors of public international law.  He added that 26 papers had been presented and would soon be published, and that the final report had already been published and was available to the delegations.  In that connection, one delegation proposed that the role of gender in international law be considered at future symposia, while the delegation of Uruguay, on behalf of its Government, thanked the Secretariat for Legal Affairs for its successful conduct of the meeting. 
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�.	See document CP/CAJP-1571/99.








