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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS ON THE REQUEST FOR THE TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS FROM CHAPTERS 1 THROUGH 8 TO CHAPTER 9 OF THE PROGRAM-BUDGET 

At its meeting of October 17, 2001, the Permanent Council transmitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the document entitled “Note from the Secretary General Requesting Authorization to Transfer Regular Fund Appropriations from Chapters 1 through 8 to Chapter 9 of the Program-Budget” (CP/doc.3523/01).

At its meeting of October 26, 2001, the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs heard a presentation by the General Secretariat’s Assistant Secretary for Management on the aforementioned document.

During his presentation, the Assistant Secretary for Management noted that the transfer was needed to pay the prescribed termination benefits and repatriation for staff members resigning or retiring from the Organization.  He further noted that funds would come from appropriations for posts that had been or that were vacant temporarily and that the transfers would not involve any significant change in programs approved.

He further clarified that in 1999, the approved budget was US$976,100 and that needs were equivalent.  In 2000, the budget had been maintained at the same level, but payment of prescribed termination benefits and repatriation had made it necessary to obligate US$1,774,482.  He added that the difference had been covered by savings in other budgetary headings.  He noted that in the current fiscal year 2001, the approved budget had been reduced to US$845,000 and that anticipated regulatory needs totaled US$1,180,000, which would leave an appropriations deficit of US$335,000 in chapter 9 of the Program-Budget for 2001.

Due to the fact that the transfer exceeded the five per cent limit provided for under Article 99 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, the General Secretariat had to obtain authorization from the Permanent Council and this was why the Secretary General was submitting the request for consideration by that body.


The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs considered the request and recommended to the Permanent Council that it approve the Secretary General’s request to transfer appropriations from chapters 1 through 8 to chapter 9 of the 2001 program-budget, subject to presentation by the General Secretariat of a detailed report indicating the areas that were affected by mid-December 2001.  Attached herewith is a draft resolution for the Council’s consideration.

October 26, 2001


Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz


Permanent Representative of Chile


Chair of the Committee on Administrative


and Budgetary Affairs 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS FROM CHAPTERS 1 THROUGH 8
TO CHAPTER 9 OF THE 2001 PROGRAM-BUDGET

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

HAVING SEEN the “Note from the Secretary General Requesting Authorization to Transfer Regular Fund Appropriations from Chapters 1 through 8 to Chapter 9 of the Program-Budget” (CP/doc.3523/01), and the Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the Request for the Transfer of Appropriations from Chapters 1 through 8 to Chapter 9 of the Program-Budget” (CP/CAAP-2583/01); and

BEARING IN MIND Article 99.ii of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, 

RESOLVES: 

1.
To approve the request from the Secretary General to transfer up to $335,000 from chapters 1 through 8 to chapter 9 of the 2001 program-budget.

2. To instruct the Secretary General to submit a detailed report indicating the areas that were affected by mid-December of 2001.
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