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1.      First Special Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP.
 
The First Special Meeting of the Executive Board of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) was held on October 23 and 24, 2006, in Puerto La Cruz, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. In attendance were delegates from Argentina, Bahamas, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Spain, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; and representatives of various international organizations such as the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD-OAS) and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).
 
The main objective of the meeting was to evaluate the compliance of the executive subcommittee work plans for this year and the program of activities for 2007. The Executive Board considered and approved the 2006 financial report on projects of the CIP. In addition, the Executive Board received for analysis the preliminary draft of the CIP Action Plan 2008-2011, which will be considered for approval at the next meeting of the CIP in Salvador, Brazil. 
 
The Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs), considered the necessary expansion, growth, and strengthening of its work. As such, the TAGs found it essential to hold a special meeting in the city of Panama to urge the establishment of new mechanisms to improve and strengthen their activities.     
 
On another note, the location of the next meetings of the CIP and the Executive Board were approved for 2007 and 2008. The delegations expressed their sincere appreciation to the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and especially the Instituto Nacional de Espacios Acuaticos e Insulares (INEA) and the Secretary of the Ports of the Government of the State of Anzoategui for its work in organizing and celebrating this meeting.  
 
2.      Second Conference Hemispheric on Port Security.
 
The event united representatives of more than 20 OAS member States and observer States, international organizations and guests of the industry, commerce, and academic forum of the American and European continent with the goal of exchanging experiences on port security and provide incentive to training for the execution of port security programs. 
 
The meeting took place from October 25-27, 2006, in Puerto La Cruz, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and was organized by the Instituto Nacional de Espacios Acuaticos e Insulares (INEA), the Secretary of the CIP, and with the sponsorship of the Secretary of the Ports of the Government of the State of Anzoategui.
 
Furthermore, the meeting dealt with topics such as the state of port security in the Americas, the principle difficulties identified in the application of port security measures in the continent and analysis of various best practices applied in the region in materials such as: legal, managerial, and institutional services for corrective measures, the collection of resources of investment, its finance, and the recuperation of its investment, development of port technology, and finally, human resources, formation, and regional mobilization.
 
In addition, the meeting considered the role of international development organizations and primary projects in port security that are in force in the Americas. Organizations present were: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA), Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), International Maritime Organization (IMO).
 
3.      Schedule of CIP meetings for the year 2007.
 
In accordance with the approval of the Inter-American Committee on Ports, the schedule for 2007 presents and abundant panorama of activities.
-         Meeting of the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination of the CIP and meeting of the evaluation of the TAGs of the CIP, to be held April 9 and 10, 2007, in the city of Panama, Panama, in order to evaluate the work of the TAGs and formulate proposals to improve private sector participation in the forums of the CIP. http://www.oas.org/cip
-         First Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Protection. The Conference is planned to be held April 11 - 13, 2007, in the city of Panama. Its goal is to offer a platform to announce, update, and exchange information and technology on aspects related to environmental protection, in order to orient the private sector towards supporting development within a framework of policies of cooperation. http://www.oas.org/cip
-         Meetings of the Technical Advisory Groups of the CIP, to be held September 10 and 11, 2007, in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil.
-         Fifth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports to be held September 11 – 14, 2007, in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. This meeting will proceed to select the new Executive Board of the CIP and its authorities; the CIP Action Plan 2008 – 2011 will also be approved in addition to other matters. 
-         Tenth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, Lima, Peru, in December. 
 
For more information regarding these meetings please contact the Secretary of the CIP via email: cip@oas.org
 
4.      Preliminary Draft of the CIP Action Plan 2008-2011.
 
The Executive Board of the CIP in its First Special Meeting, acknowledged the Preliminary Draft of the CIP Action Plan for the period 2008-2011.
 
Six priority areas of the CIP are defined in the document: cargo services, vessel services, legislation on port administration, economic regulation, and the implementation of labor agreements, the protection of facilities and ports, port and related investments, and port environment and sustainable development. In addition, the area of port-city relations was also considered to be included. 
 
During its consideration, member States were urged to review the Preliminary Draft and present their observations and suggestions before March 31, 2007, in order to develop an updated version, with suggestions, to be considered in July of the same year. 
 
5.      Training Program of the CIP for the year 2007.
 
The Executive Board of the CIP approved the following training activities for the year 2007:
 
-         Ibero-American Course on Port Management in Madrid, Spain
-         Ibero-American Course on Operations, Technology, and Environmental Management, in Santander, Spain 
-         Masters in Port Management and Inter module Transport in Valencia, Spain. 
-         Seminars of the Foro Portuario Iberoamericano: to be held in Mexico, Peru, and Uruguay.
-         Seminars on Costs and Port Tariffs to be developed in El Salvador and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.
-         Courses on Instructor Training of the Protection Code of Ships and Port Installations to be held in Argentina and to be determined in a country of the Caribbean.
-         Courses on the State of Governance of Ports to be held in Argentina and Suriname.
-         Courses on Port Instructor Training in Argentina. 
-         Courses for Caribbean countries regarding environment and logistics, location to be determined. 
 
The specific dates of the courses will be announced through this Newsletter. For more information, please contact the Secretary of the CIP via email: cip@oas.org
 
6.      Meeting: The Expansion  of the Panama Canal and its Repercussions 
 
A topic gaining major interest for ships and operators of cargo of the Panama Canal is that of the repercussions that tariffs will have, in addition to the saturation of interoceanic waterways and the construction of its expansion. 
 
The Economic Commission of Latin America and the Caribbean (CEPAL) with the collaboration of the CIP, developed what could be the first forum directed towards discussing the consequences of this situation for the external commerce of the countries which use the Canal.
 
At the meeting, two clear points were observed. On one hand, actual users of the Canal expect the enlargement of the waterway to reflect a reduction of maritime transport costs, and the development of new traffic ways not currently possible, for which is suggested a new tariff on the toll gate. And, on the other hand, the position of authorities of the Canal who suggest an increase in tolls to finance the expansion, at an estimated rate of 3.5% annually for 20 years. 
 
The issue is currently open and will most likely undergo intense talks in the future. 
 
7.      Approval of San Pedro Bay Clean Air Action Plan, Los Angeles, USA.
 
Authorities of the largest ports of the United States, Los Angeles and Long Beach (both ports mobilize 40% of container traffic of the United States), recently approved an ambitious plan to reduce environmental contamination from port operations.
 
Both ports share the bay of San Pedro, south of the city of Los Angeles, California, USA; one of the cities most affected by environmental contamination on the planet. In part, the contamination is provoked by the functioning of these ports which is currently in a state of increased operation. With the perspective that the increase in its operations will provoke grave atmospheric conditions within the city, authorities approved the San Pedro Bay Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP), which will pursue to reduce levels of contamination of at least 45% in the next few years.
 
The plan is predicted to have investments that, in its most ample method, will surpass two billion dollars in five years, financed largely by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Financing on the part of ports will focus on improving infrastructure; helping owners and operators replace trucks for vehicles with alternative clean diesel fuel. The ambitious plan focuses on understanding all of the sources of gas emissions linked to port operations – ships, trains, trucks and terminal equipment – in order to reduce health risks.
 
The plan supports reducing contamination by the use of diesel and the emission of nitrogen oxide and sulphur oxide. The plan will promote the use of electricity in ships, docks, and the elimination of trucks polluting with diesel. (For more information, please visit http://www.portoflosangeles.org/environment_air.htm) 
 
8.      Bolivia looking at two oceans.
 
In order to face its landlocked position, the private sector of Bolivia has recently carried out various activities attempting to find better waterways to access maritime transport.
 
At the end of October, the city of Tarija, Bolivia, held a business meeting with the participation of authorities of Antofagasta Terminal Internacional, who demonstrated to Bolivian businesses the advantages of employment in the ports of Antofagasta, Chile. The Peruvian ports of Ilo and Matarani, in hands of the private sector, also maintained a policy persuading Bolivian operators to continue supporting the services in charge of and for Bolivia. 
 
The private sector, particularly Cámara de Exportadores de Santa Cruz, is planning to settle Puerto Bush, located in the province of Germán Busch, connecting Man Cesped, southeast of the country, to the Paraguay river and thus the hidrovia Paraguay-Parana and the Atlantic ocean. In other words, this route will be the primary route of exit for exports from Bolivia. Groups of promoters believe that the construction of Puerto Busch will permit the reduction of transport costs and will bring competitive rewards in international markets, in addition to connecting Bolivia the best way possible to other Mercosur countries bringing a possible exit to the Atlantic Ocean and global connections. 
 
Around Puerto Bush there are rich zones and future projects to be executed such as petrochemical industries and fertilizers, the rich explosion of the Mutín deposits with reserves calculating 40 million tons of iron, generating 8,000 jobs, ecotourism, and other projects contributing to the development of the region and economy of Bolivia.  
 
For more information regarding these projects please visit http://www.puertobusch.net/
 
9.      Other Port Activities.
January
-         AAPA. Cruise Seminar. January 10 - 12, 2007. Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands. http://www.aapa-ports.org/Press/PRdetail.cfm?itemnumber=1633 
-         Maritime & Port Security 2007. January 22 and 23, 2007. Arlington, Virginia, USA. www.marinelog.com
-         International Maritime Expo. January 23 – 25, 2007. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. http://www.inmexmalaysia.com/
-         Third International Transportation Management (ITM).   January 29 and 30, 2007. New Orleans, LA, USA. www.itm-events.com 
 
February
-         Fifth Asian Shipping and Work Boat exhibition. February 6-8, 2007. Singapore. http://www.baird.com.au/
-         AAPA. Conference on Executive Administration for Latin America and the Caribbean. February 12-14, 2007. Miami, Florida, USA.
http://www.aapa-ports.org/Programs/seminarschedule.cfm?ItemNumber=1128
-         AAPA. Seminar on Port Administration and Legal Issues. February 12-14, 2007. Miami, Florida, USA. http://www.aapa-ports.org/Espanol/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1217
-         The Second International Ports and the Environment Conference. February 13 and 14, 2007. Lisbon, Portugal. http://www.green-port.net/index.php?page_number=1  
 
March
-          First International Conference on Construction Project Management (ICCPM). March 1 and 2, 2007. Meritus, Mandarin, Singapore. http://www.ntu.edu.sg/cee/iccpm_iccem/ 
-          Seventh Annual Trans-pacific Maritime Conference. March 5 and 6, 2007. Long Beach, California, USA.  http://www.joc.com/conferences 
-          International Maritime Expo-China 2007. March 7-9, 2007. Guangzhou. China. http://www.inmexchina.com/ 
-         Expo Transport 2007. March 7-10, 2007. Buenos Aires, Argentina. http://www.expotrade.com.ar/transporte/default.asp
-                     International Conference on Water and Flood Management (ICWFM). March 12-14, 2007. Dhaka, Bangladesh.  http://teacher.buet.ac.bd/icwfm/index.htm. 
-                     Seatrade Cruise Shipping Convention. March 12-15, 2007. Miami, Florida, USA. http://www.cruiseshipping.net/ 
-                     TOC 2007 Asia. March 13-15, 2007. Hong Kong, China . http://www.toc-events.com  
-                     AAPA Spring Conference. March 19 and 20, 2007. Washington, DC, USA. http://www.aapa-ports.org/Programs/seminarschedule.cfm?ItemNumber=1130
-                     Annual Meeting of PIANC USA. March 23-25, 2007. San Diego, CA, USA. http://www.pianc.iwr.usace.army.mil/ 
-                     PIANC - PORTS Conference 2007. March 25-28, 2007. San Diego, California, USA. http://www.portsconference.org 
-                     Houston Tanker Event 2007. March 26-29, 2007. Houston, TX, USA. http://www.intertanko.com
 
April 
-          Sea Asia. April 2-4, 2007. Suntec, Singapore. http://www.sea-asia.com/ 
-          Forth Annual Short Sea Shipping Conference. April 16-18, 2007. Orlando, FL, USA. www.joc.com/conferences 
-          XVI Encuentro Latinoamericano de Puertos. April 23-17, 2007. Rosario, Argentina. http://www.consejoportuario.com.ar/eventos.aspx?id=278 
-          Air Pollution 2007. April 23-25, 2007. Algarbe, Portugal. http://www.wessex.ac.uk 
-          Sasmex 2007. April 24 and 25, 2007. Brighton, England. http://www.sasmex.com 
-          Port Operations, Safety, and Information Technology Seminar. April 24-26, 2007. Jacksonville, FL, USA. http://www.aapa-ports.org/Programs/seminarschedule.cfm?ItemNumber=1131 
-          Cruise & Ferry 2007 Exhibition and Conference. April 24-26, 2007. Excel, London. http://www.cruiseferryex.com 
-          Intermodal South America 2007. April 24-27, 2007. Sao Paulo, Brazil. http://www.intermodal.com.br
 
May
-          Executive Managment Conference. May 7-11, 2007. Tampa, FL, USA. http://www.aapa-ports.org/Espanol/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1220 
-          Nacional Maritime Salvage Conference and Expo. May 8-11, 2007. Arlington, Virginia, USA. http://www.marinelog.com 
-          Coastal Sediments 2007. May 13-17, 2007. New Orleans, LA, USA. http://www.asce.org/conferences/cs07/index.cfm
-          World Environmental & Water Resources Congress 2007.  May 15-19, 2007. Tampa, FL, USA. http://content.asce.org/conferences/ewri2007/
-          Structures 2007.  May 16-19, 2007. Long Beach, CA, USA. http://content.asce.org/conferences/structures2007/ 
-          Second Annual Breakbulk Europe Conference & Exhibition. April 22-24, 2007. Belgium. http://www.joc.com/conferences 
-          The 25th IAPH World Ports Conference. April 27 - Mayo 4, 2007. Houston, TX, USA. http://www.iaph2007.com/ 
 
June
-          Special Seminar for Public Port Authority Directors.  June 1, 2007. San Francisco, CA, USA. http://www.aapa.ports 
-          Third Annual Chinatrade & Logistics Conference. June 4 and 5, 2007. Savannah, Georgia, USA. http://www.joc.com/conferences
-          International Port Training Conference, Rotterdam, Holland. June 3-6, 2007. http://www.iptc-online.net/ (2005), please contact Bartolomé de Boer for the next conference at: chasqui@wxs.nl
-          Seminar on Public Relations. June 13-15, 2007. Cañaveral, FL, USA. http://www.aapa-ports.org/Programs/seminarschedule.cfm?ItemNumber=1137
-          Special Seminar for Members of Port Authority Governing Boards and Commissions. June 20-22, 2007. Palm Beach, FL, USA. http://www.aapa-ports.org/Programs/seminarschedule.cfm?ItemNumber=1138 
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