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Drug Trafficking 
Economy

Networks, Actors and 
Transactions



Manifestaciones de ilegalidad en los 

territorios

Cultivos de coca Cultivos de marihuana 
- plena exposición

Cultivos Amapola

Extracción oro - Tierra

Cultivos marihuana -
invernadero

Extracción oro - Agua

Manifestations of illegality in the 

territories

Coca crops Marijuana crops - full 
exposure

Poppy Crops

Gold extraction - Land

Marijuana crops -
greenhouse

Gold extraction -
Water



Areas with favorable biophysical conditions for coca 

cultivation

Not only the 
Andean countries 
can cultivate coca

Any territory in 
the tropics over 

1.800 m is 
favorable



Drug Trafficking



Market size

Coca leaf sold

371
Million USD

(USD $0,72/kg) 

Export-type cocaine

1,928
Million USD

(USD $1582/kg) 

Demand for chemical substances*

TRM COP$ 3.281; Hydrochloride purity export type 85,69%

490
Million liters

430-580 million lt

LiquidSolid

94.8
Thousands of MT

83,2-111,6 miles Tm

Requires the ability to

8,200
Trucks 

= 1000

2,700
Trailers

= 1000

*Cifras aproximadas



Coca leaf

Product of coca 
cultivation

Transaction in the 
vicinity of the crop

No coca leaf 
trafficking has been 

reported abroad

Coca Paste

First derivative 
extracted from the 

coca leaf

Production in 
cultivation areas

Increase in reports 
of coca paste 

trafficking

Coca Base

Product obtained 
after refining the 

coca paste has 
higher purity

Processed 
anywhere in the 

world

Alternative 
Trafficking 

Methods (Fuels)

Cocaine 
hydrochloride

Final product after 
processing the 
cocaine base

Processed 
anywhere in the 

world

Migration of 
production to 

transit countries 
and final 

destination
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BY-PRODUCTS DERIVED FROM COCA CULTIVATION



Supplies
Agrochemical 

supplies
Chemical substances Other supplies

Mauila
production

Sale Transportation Corruption “Toll”
Technical

assistance
Private security Financing Other

Services 
provided to 
third parties

Set of networks and transactional flows generate added value

Coca 
cultivation

Coca leaf Coca paste-base

Process extraction-
refining

Cocaine 
hydrochloride

crystallization 
process

Dosage

Dosage for 
consumption

Seed/stolons
/seedlings

Materials



Specialized
Seller

Agricultural
Producers with

Coca

Complex
Owner

Specialized
Producer

Specialized
transportation

Financial
intermediary

Chemist

G.A.I

Raspachín

Owner of 
goods

Operators

Intermediary

Resultado
Universe of possible transactions that can be activated 

in a territory 64 actors involved and 193 possible types 

of transactions



Global lab dismantling press review

Existencia de laboratorios “caseros”

Argentina
Laboratorios en ciudades principales

Chile

Laboratorios de refinamiento en Italia

Italia

Laboratorios más importantes de Europa

España

Laboratorios más importantes del Caribe

República Dominicana

Cultivos de coca en Guatemala

Guatemala

Laboratorios en 11 países europeos

Albania

Laboratorios en áreas rurales

Panamá

Laboratorios cercanos a Santiago

Chile

Cultivos de coca en Panamá

Panamá

Cultivos de coca en Guatemala

Honduras



You can not control what

you do not know“ ”leonardo.correa@un.org
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