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• NPS expanding globally. 

Currently more than 988 NPS.

• Most synthetic, new or newly 

reappearing drugs that imitating 

the effects of illicit drugs.  

• The are not included in 

international treaties.  They are 

sold online and in regular 

comerce.

Source: UNODC, 2019.

1. CONTEXT OF NPS



NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES  - NPS

✓ Sustances of abuse that are not controlled by

the Conventios.

✓ Because of the limited knowledge about them,

they are strongly associated with health

problems.

✓ They pose a threat to public health.

✓ Se conocen como They are known as

‘’designer drugs’’, legal euphorizers, euphorizin

herbs, bath salts, legal alternatives.



EMERGING DRUGS

Substances that have health risks:

➢ Changes in patterns of use of
controlled drugs

➢ Changes in purity

➢ Dangerous adulterants

➢ Mixtures
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2. EARLY WARNING SYSTEM

• The Early Warning System – SAT of the Colombian Drug
Observatory – ODC, focuses to reduce the impact of NPS
and emerging substances from timely detection, risk
assessment and the generation of reliable information
addressed to authorities and the community.

•

The ultimate SAT`s objective is to prevent or reduce the
risks associated with the use of these types of substances,
from a public health perspective. ***



SAT OF COLOMBIA 

CREATED IN 2013
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3. NPS DETECTED IN COLOMBIA

NPS identified Colombia
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FINDINGS

25B-NBOMe

25C-NBOMe

25D-NBOMe

25E-NBOMe

25G-NBOMe

25H-NBOMe

25I-NBOMe

In 2013, the Colombian SAT detected the presence of two 

molecules of the NBOMe group in commercialized samples such 

as LSD in Bogotá, Pereira and Armenia.

Currently it is common to find fake LSD with substances of this 

group.

NBOME



LSD consumption indicators by 

country

• 9,5% of Colombian university students have used LSD.

• Recent LSD consumption among Colombian university students is 4,2%.

• Colombia has much higher LSD consumption rates than Bolivia, Ecuador and Perú.

• Recent LSD consumption increased from 3,2% in 2012 to 4,2% in 2016, This increase is 

statistically significant for men, with 4,3% in 2012 and 6,1% in 2016.

Prevalence trend year of LSD use, 

by sex and age



MIXTURES/BLENDS
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HALLAZGOS

EFECTOS ADVERSOS DE LAS NPS EN 

COLOMBIA



Presidencia de la República de Colombia

HALLAZGOS

ADVERSE EFFECTS OF THE NPS IN 

COLOMBIA

CASE CITY SUBSTANCES DETECTED IN 
BLOOD, URINE, OR GASTRIC 

INTERPRETATIOS OF THE FINDINGS 

Case 1 Bogotá 25C-NBOMe indicates consumption 25C-NBOMe 

Case 2 Bogotá Midazolam, OH-Midazolam 
Ketamina y Norketamine 

indicates consumption Midazolam 
Ketamine 

Case 3 Medellín Ketamine indicates consumption Ketamine 

Case 4 Medellín Ketamine y Norketamine indicates recent consumption 
Ketamine 

Case 5 Bucaramanga 25C-NBOMe indicates consumption 25C-NBOMe 

Case 6 Cali 25C-NBOMe, 25I-NBOMe  
Tramadol 

indicates consumption 25C-
NBOMe, 25I-NBOMe  
Tramadol 

 



RESULTS

Chemical analysis study 

of drugs

✓ Cocaine

✓ Cannabis

✓ Sythetic drugs

✓ Heroine
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4. Public policy challenges on the NPS issue

Legal response
Forensic capacity for NPS 

identificacation

Monitor /SAT Prevention
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¿Why an Early Warning System?

Monitor the situation of NPS and emerging drugs.

Making informed decisions to generate public

policy responses.

The main challenge principal is to use the

information for the authorities and to prevent or

reduce risks (public health perspective).

People in the core of public policy.
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