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• World Drug Problem has political,

economic, social and environmental costs

• Complex, dynamic and multi-causal

phenomena

• Challenge to States and Governments

• Requires an integral, balanced and

multidisciplinary approach as a common

and shared responsibility among all States



CICAD. Hemispheric Drug Strategy, 2010
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Drug dependence is a chronic, relapsing

disease that is caused by many factors,

including biological, psychological or social,

which must be addressed and treated as a

public health matter, consistent with the

treatment of other chronic diseases.



Source: Whiteford y cols. 2013. Global Burden of disease attributable to mental and substance use disorder. The Lancet
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Drug Use Impact on Public Health



Stages of Change



Hemispheric Challenges



Indispensable Criteria for Treatment Centers

•Review of legislation

•In coordination with

PAHO and COPOLAD

•Background: 2010

DR Expert Group

recommendations

•Approved by DR

Expert Group in

2014
Indispensable Criteria Basic and Advanced Criteria



Infrastructure and facilities

Mechanisms for collaboration and 
coordination

Human resources

Financial

Regulatory aspects

Ethical principles and rights of users

STRUCTURAL FUNCTIONS AND PROCESSES

Organizational aspects

Systems of Information and
documentation

Guide of indispensable criteria for treatment centers












