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AUTOMATIZED SYSTEMS INVESTIGATIVE PROCESSES 
MONEY LAUNDERING

The National police is aligned with the organic structure

of the Delegate against Criminal Finances, specifically,

with the Special Direction against Money Laundering

and Asset Forfeiture.

The Directorates with Investigation Groups of Money

Laundering and Asset Forfeiture, which conduct

investigative processes in coordination with the

Attorney General’s Office are:

- Directorate of Criminal Investigation and INTERPOL

- Antinarcotics Directorate

- Directorate of Carabiners

- Directorate of Fiscal and Customs Police
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Coordinated Plan 

of Action

No: 1: Link the capacities of the public and private

sectors which enable the prosecution of illegal

assets and support in a comprehensive manner the

fight against this phenomenon.

No: 2: Coordination of the prioritized cases

regarding criminal finances among the three

competent Delegates of the Attorney

General’s Office (Citizen Security, Organized

Crime, and Criminal Finances) with the goal of

making more efficient the financial and

property investigation in prioritized

phenomena.

No: 3: Analysis of complex networks with

the goal of identifying criminal phenomena

and strategic objectives to prioritize within

said structures.

No: 4: Modifying the templates

regarding the field

investigation report.

No: 5: Training in Criminal

Finances.

No: 6: Development of the premial

justice policy.

STRATEGIC 
INITIATIVES
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INVESTIGATION 
CRIMES

Prepare 
report

Orders to Judicial 
Police

Development of 
orders to Judicial 

Police

Prepare an 
executive report

Methodological 
program

Urgent acts

Arrest warrant

Punishable 
conduct

Judicialization
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Drug-
trafficking

Criminal Economy

Marihuana production

Sectored coca cultivations

Import cocaine paste from 
Bolivia

Poppy cultivationTrafficking route to North 
America

Large scale coca cultivations

City centers for coordination of drug-
trafficking

Direct connection of illegal groups 
(subversion and self-defense)

New markets towards Europe

Exchange of drugs for weapons

Appearance of synthetic drugs

Influence of international 
structures

Relocation of cultivations

Expansion of coca cultivations 
towards Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia

Drug-trafficking in smaller 
amounts

1980 1990 1991 2000 2001 2012

Big cartels: Medellin and Cali Baby cartels and Criminal Gangs

Producer Consumer

Reconditioning of 
Organizations

Symbiosis of large cartels

Small family clans

Advising from legal experts, financiers, technicians, 
straw men

Systemic Organizations specific activities

Criminal alliance Drug-trafficking –
Terrorism - BACRIM

New modalities adapting to 
international legislation

Easy illegal gaining of money, 
contributes to the increase of 

criminal conducts

Despite changes in Colombian 
laws, it has not been enough 

to counter the crime of Money 
Laundering, because for that it 

is necessary to attack drug-
trafficking

2013 2019
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Drug trafficking land routes in Colombia

Use of transport
passengers or cargo

Drug trafficking between
200 to 300 kilos
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Agreement with customs,
airport and port authorities
with the objective of larger
coverage of the different
movements of the
organizations dedicated to
drug-trafficking.

Exercise more control over
freight transport in border
areas.

Effective and efficient
management of human
sources that enable the
dismantling of different
organizations dedicated to
drug-trafficking.

Carry out judicial police activities
and techniques that enable the
identification and confirmation of
money laundering and financing
structures originating from drug-
trafficking operations.
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Control actions Money Laundering, Drug-trafficking and Smuggling



OPERATIONAL RESULTS
FIGHT AGAINST CONTRABAND, TAX EVATION

AND MONEY LAUNDERING

September 18, 2019
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Since
07/08/18 to 17/09/19Currency retention

Criminal Modalities:
 Oral intake of capsules.

 Concealment.

 Fake-bottom luggage.

 Flight attendants.

 Bills taped to the body.

 Introduced into intimate parts of the body.

 Camouflaged in art elements and/or toys.

 Inside footwear

 Currencies falsely declared in documents.

 Carrier without justified property to carry them

Types of currencies introduced:
 Dollars.

 Euros.

 Pound sterling.

 Dominican pesos.

 Mexican pesos.

Types of 
Currencies

Quantity
Value in Colombian 

pesos

Dollars 4.681.017 $4.827.715.506

Euros 878.363 $3.424.520.340

Pound sterling 30.209 $124.253.745

Dominican pesos 53.000 $2.701.881

Mexican pesos 545.000 $93.995.401

Total $8.473.186.873

17
Captured

persons

1

4

Intake

Fake-bottom

3 Concealment

Since
01/01/19 to 17/09/19

Types of 
Currencies

Quantity
Value in Colombian 

pesos

Dollars 4.409.102 $3.986.835.441

Euros 611.095 $2.550.566.453

Pound sterling 30.209 $124.253.745

Dominican pesos 53.000 $2.701.881

Mexican pesos 545.000 $93.995.401

Total $6.758.352.921

6
Captured

persons

3 Fake-bottom

3 Concealment

Currency control:

 Verification of Body Scan.

 Profiling of passengers.

 Declaration of form 530.

 Canine guide.

Transnational Transport of Currencies

The criminal structure dedicated to the transnational transport of

currencies originated from illicit activities was successfully

dismantled, they used human mail, 09 people were captured and

the sum of $14.073 million pesos, they operated in Mexico and

Colombia.
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Dismantled 
structures

Since
07/08/18 to 17/09/19

293 prosecuted 

people

53

Since
01/01/19 to 17/09/19

143 prosecuted 

people

29

In rem 
forfeiture

$50.344 

Million

440

$50.344 

Million

440

Aspects of Interest:
 District attorneys distinguished in contraband.

 Deploy part of the investigation regionally.

 Law 1762 of 2015 incorporates the crime of 

contraband as predicate to money laundering.

Signs of Alert:
 Intervening third parties with no 

economic capacity.

 Fractioning

 Unverifiability of a licit origin

 Unusual operations

 Unreal information

Capture of the Tsar of the Coffee Axis:

The criminal structure dedicated to the import of foreign

cargo through front companies was successfully

dismantled; 03 people were captured and the sum of

$5.000 million pesos, they operated in Buenaventura,

Pereira and Quindío.

Capture of the Tsar of Textiles:

The criminal structure dedicated to the introducing and

commercialization of textile goods was successfully

dismantled, they operated through customs irregularities,

taking advantage of import and export special programs

called VALLEJO PLAN: 01 person was captured and the sum

of $177 billion pesos, they operated in Bogota,

Buenaventura, Cartagena, Cucuta, Ipiales y Maicao.

Capture of the VAT Cartel:

The criminal structure dedicated to the

commercialization of spurious receipts was successfully

dismantled, their objective was to register goods and

services that are never transferred so they reduce the

taxable base in the tax obligations of the contributors: 08

people were captured and the sum of $2.3 trillion pesos,

they operated at a National Level.



Directorate of Criminal Investigation and INTERPOL

Investigative Group Money Laundering

Bogotá D.C.,  September 19, 2019
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