0bS_* OEq

0AS CICAV@

INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE
CONTROL COMMISSION

CICAD

SIXTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OEA/Ser.L/XIV.2.63
April 25-27, 2018 CICAD/doc.2372/18
Meéxico D.F., México 20 April 2018

Original: Espaiiol

NEW CHALLENGES: SYNTHETIC DRUGS AND NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES



NEW CHALLENGES: SYNTHETIC DRUGS AND NEW
PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES

Juan Carlos Araneda — Jaraneda@oas.org

SIXTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE
CONTROL COMMISSION (CICAD)
April 25-27, 2018

Mexico City, Mexico

CICAD



Global
Synthetic Drugs
Assessment

Amphetamine-type stimulants and
new psychoactive substances

Contents

Drugs and synthetic drugs,
problem contextualization

Controlled prescription drugs
(CPD)

Purchase / sale of drugs
through the darknet

New Psychoactive Substances
(NPS)

Early Warning Systems (EWS)
on emerging drugs

Legislation on NPS

Precursors for production of
synthetic drugs / NPS

Synthetic drugs, NPS and CPD
— Future challenges




Quantities of drugs /

seized in 2015

WORLD DRUG REPORT 2017
Source: UNODC

 Between 2009 and 2017, 111 countries
and territories reported an accrued amount
of 803 NPS globally — Source: UNODC EWA
on NPS

Number of past-year users in 2015
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Controlled
prescription
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Sometimes classifications turn confusing: CPD and NPS

The emergence of products from prescription drugs, categorized as new psychoactive
substances (NPS), especially fentanyl analogues, has been associated to the rise of
overdoses, even fatal ones, among opioid users.

In the last years some new synthetic opioids have been related to the increase of serious
adverse events and deaths.

Number of Injury Deaths by Drug Poisoning, Suicide, Homicide, Firearms, and
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Source: Centers for Disease Control Prevention

In the United States, since 2009 people every year have died in larger numbers
from drug poisoning use than those from car accidents or violence:
e tripling from 16,849 deaths in 1999 to 52,404 in 2015.



FENTANYL

and its analogues

@ unooc

Fentanyl was first synthesized in 1959 and

was placed under international control as a
Schedule 1 substance in 1964 under the

Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of

1961.

It is the most powerful opioid available to

medical use in humans with a power 100

times greater than that of morphine.

Carfentanil is considered 10,000 times

more powerful than morphine. It is for

veterinary use in large animals only.

Medical use in humans is not approved. It

was first synthesized in 1974 and remains

the most powerful opioid commercially

available worldwide.

The non medical use of fentanyl and its

analogues may lead to serious health ¥y
consequences. Tolerance and dependence )‘4 :
develop very quickly and can reach *‘,4
extreme levels. ;
Every event of non medical use entails high
risk of overdose and death from
respiratory depression, a common
secondary effect of opioids.
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Figure 1: international control of fentanyl and its analogues, 1964-2016

Fentanyl analogues reported to
the UNODC Early Warning Advisory

= L acrylfentanyl, para-fluoroisobutyrfentanyl )

= L butyrfentanyl, furanylfentanyl J ;

o N ; acetylfentanyl!
and its analogues \ 3
- 50 years on Lacetyifentanyl, ocfentanﬂ)
|
alpha-methyl-thiofentanyl, beta-hydroxyfentanyl,
beta-hydroxy-3-methylfentanyl, 3-methylthiofentanyl,
oS parc-fluorofentanyl, thiofentanyl
alfentanil acetyl-alpha-methyifentanyl, aipha-methylfentanyl,
3-methylfentanyl
sufentanil
. Fentanyl and analogues controlled under the
fentanyl QE1 < AT TP Sy _
1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs

* In the United States the CDC reported an increase of
79% in deaths from synthetic opioids, from 5,343 in
2014 to 9,580 in 2015. While the category of synthetic
opioids includes other substances such as Tramadol,
fentanyl prevails widely.

* In Canada, during the 2009-2014 period at least 655
deaths were attributed to fentanyl as the leading
cause of death or as a contributing cause.
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With regard to the European Union, the increasing éH3
KETAMINA

concern on the use of ketamine as NPS led to a risk
assessment in 2000 within the framework of joint action
on new synthetic drugs.

The European Commission concluded that it was not
appropriate to introduce control measures and
recommended an increased monitoring of ketamine use.
Ketamine is a dissociative anaesthetic agent, mainly used
in veterinary practice.

Aside its pharmaceutical use, ketamine is frequently sold
as “ecstasy” in theillicit ATS’s markets.

Streets names include “K”, Special K, cat Valium, among
others.

In high doses, ketamine may cause states similar to
dreaming and hallucinations; in even higher doses,
ketamine may lead to delirium and amnesia.

14°0

| APNUIPRTVCIYYEIC Ty
| Tgige | KETAMINA: LA DROGA DE LA NOCHE 25"




LSD

Lysergide is a semi-synthetic hallucinogen and one

of the most powerful drugs ever known.

* |ts recreational use became popular between 1960 and 1980; it is
currently less common than in the past.

LSD is under international control, although some
phenethylamines -most of them under no control-
are being sold as LSD in different Latin American
countries.

The international common denomination is (+) —
lysergide. The acronym LSD derives from the
German name Lysergsaurediethylamid (Lysergic
acid diethylamide).

* Lysergide belongs to the family of the indolealkylamines, which
includes numerous substituted tryptamines like psilocin (found in
“magic” mushrooms) and N,N-dimethyltryptamine
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NPS: Easy to produce, transport, send (Courier),
camouflage and sell
Purchase / sale of drugs through the darknet




Buying DRUGS
over the “dark web”

The dark web includes content that is circulating
over encrypted nets or darknets; it makes use of
the World Wide Web, but requires special
programs or access authorization.

The purchase of drugs over the Internet, in
particular over the “dark web”, may have
increased during the last years.

This trend poses concerns about the potential of the “dark web” to attract
new populations of users, easing the access to drugs in an environment
-although illegal- that prevents users from the direct contact with criminals
and police authorities.

As the “dark web” cannot be accessed through the
typical search on the web, buyers and sellers get
access through The Onion Router (TOR), for
securely hidden identities.

Products are usually paid with bitcoins or other
crypto-currency, and often delivered via postal
services.

FIG. 26 | Drugs purchased on the “dark net”,
" by type of drug, 2014
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= Substances placed under control in 2016
Amphetamines
M Sedatives

* Hydroponically grown cannabis.

Source: Global Drug Survey 2015 (www.globaldrugsurvey.com)
Note: Proportion of survey respondents who bought each drug on the

“dark net” among participants in the Global Drug Survey between

November and December 2014.
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Buying DRUGS
over the “dark web”

Different operations leading by EUROPOL
have achieve the complete or partial
closure of some important nets.
Nevertheless, when one market closes,
the most trusted next one tends to
absorb the most part of the displaced

business.

*  According to a 2015 online survey, purchasing via dark
net presents certain “advantages” to the buyers, so
that it is used even by people who never bought or
used drugs before.

*  The survey showed that about 4% of dark web users
had never used any drugs before their access via the
“dark net”.

In the same way, 30% of people who
acquired drugs via the “dark web”
reported the use of a wider range of
drugs than before starting to purchase
over this net.

THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES MOST L'IKF:LY
T0 BUY DRUGS ONLINE 4

The below scale represents the percentage RN
of respondents who answered positively to
buying drugs online during the last 12 months

for the Global Drug Survey 2014.
a°
 iicuic |
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FIG. 25 | Proportion of survey respondents who had purchased drugs on the “dark net”, by country and

' region, 2014
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Source: Global Drug Survey 2015 (www.globaldrugsurvey.com).

Note: The figure shows the proportion of people participating in the Global Drug Survey who bought drugs via the "dark net” between November
and December 2014. 9 Based on the replies of fewer than 600 respondents. © Regional results show the national (and subnational) resufts weighted
by population



NEW

PSYCHOACTIVE
SUBSTANCES-NPS
* General aspects and
the scope of the o th Eupe ot
problem New PsyChoaCtlve
Substances
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What are New Psychoactive Substances?

They are not controlled under any international Conventions on drugs
Available just recently
Linked to serious health risks

Mirror the effects of traditional drugs

#/‘0//(625/0 /D aj;
=2 Dotanical Frodact

100% synthetic
cannabinoid:

DT RO FOR HUAAN CONSUNPTION




What are New Psychoactive Substances?

Benzodiazepines Phenazepam, Etizolam

Sedative-Hypnotics
IO EMIEIMEESGELN Phencyclidine

Hallucinogens LSD & 2C-B
\
\ Stimulants Cocaine & ATS

*Substances in black are already under control, and substances in red have been recommended to international control by the WHO Expert Committee on Drug Dependence

Ketamine, Methoxetamine

25B-NBoMe, NBolVie

Mephedrone, BZP, Alpha-PVP

AM-2201, Synthetic cannabinoids

AH-7921, MT-45, Acetyl fentanyl






Number of NPS newly identified in indicated years (14 DEC 2015)

- I I

Priorities on NPS: monitoring,
prevalence and persistence
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By the end of 2017 more than 800 NPS had been reported globally




Monitoring the new psychoactive substances

in the Americas

In the Americas, there is no specific legal instrument
from agencies such as the Organization of American
States that enables organizations and Member States MESA NACIONA

to take action on potentially dangerous NPS. QE_NUEVAS;§

N | A5

"

Nevertheless, official recommendations do exist, (AN

550

adopted within the framework of the Group of Experts A\ ) )

on Chemical Substances and Pharmaceutical Products o .\ - -~
of CICAD/OAS. bl S

Additionally, the countries meet the decisions of the
United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs
regarding NPS.

Overall, Latin American and Caribbean countries are in
a different stage regarding NPS, if compared with the
advances of the United States and Canada in that
matter.

Nonetheless, certain countries from Latin America and
the Caribbean have moved forward with enhanced
monitoring systems that include NPS, the
implementation of early warning systems and changes
to legislation on drugs in order to add NPS.
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CHAPTERG:AMPHETAMINE-TYPE STIMULANTS

Introduction

Amahstaminetype stimulants (ATS] are m group of substances thet include synthetic stimulants such
amphetsmine, methamphetsmine, ecstasy-type substances™ [such as MDMA MDA, MDE/MDEX and their
analogues], ilicitly oatzined ce faksified prescription medications that contain thess substances, and other
stimulantz such az metheathinone and 20-3 %

Accorsing to the World Drug Repart (UNODC, 2014], ATS sre the peychoactive substances most used
workwide after marijiana. It was estimated in 2012 that the number of ATS users wes 33.4 million for the
amphetsmine class sione, and 127 milion users of scstasy-type substances, while thers were 1778 million
users of merijuana, 35 million users of opiaics, 18 milion users of ogistes, ang 17 million users of cacaine

Amphetamines grou

The ines group inlcuces both ane ine. Although some
are produced for mesical purpozes, most are cisibuted illegally snd proguced ilicitly in cerdesine
labarataries.

Methamphetamine 2r the TS mast wicely produced and used. They are 2 czniral nenvous system simuiant
cammaniy knawn a2 "rpescr, “mEth” and “chel”, Theze terms gensrally refer to the cryzialling form of the
neg. which can b= smaked &5 i, “Crystar, “orank” or “glass’. % s @ white, bitter-tasting. cdoriess pawer
o crystsl that i encily zoluale in water and sicahel

The sunstances in the amphetamines graua wers originelly tihe sndotene 3

ana 509 Witnout megical prezzription &5 nassl xcongesiants beginning in 1932, Wnen use in similer doses 1
shetamis, ine rasch the o = than amphetamine, which mates them =

mare pamertul system stimulaet, iz o longer duration.

EBatn ampn ine ang ine are unger s i0Na1 CONTTOL BNG DOh Bre O Scnedue Il of the.

Canventian on Prpchotrapic Substances of 1571,

North americs hes hed @ large and grawing market for ATS for @ numaer of years Manufaciure of
metnampnetamine in pariculr in Madico anc me Urited States appesrs to Nave grown sigricentyy ane,
Bezorsing to the United States, farge walumez of the drug are brought imta the country 8 contraband fram
Wesica. Howeves, the use of methamaneiamin has remained =t reistvsiy low and stabis levels ths far
threughout the susregion.

= Given the wire variety of drugs 10k o the market s “scitany” but afer chemical ansbrais are shown b contai B or e MOMA,
this eport wil uss the word “scatasy” o “scabuy-typs ssbatarces” intarchangeatiy 5o refer 1o these duga.

CHAPTER7:NEW PSYCHOACTIVE
SUBSTANCES AND OTHER EMERGING
DRUGS IN THE REGION

NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES

Irrecent yzars, the ilic drug merket haz seen the pDearanE of & numBer of new substances ot often heve
cnemical ana/ar properties siminr ta iorany controlles sunstances. Teir variety nas
never been grastar than it is now.

These new asychoactive substances (HPS) have Deen termed “desigrer drugs”, egsl highs”, “heroel higns”,
“DEth rate”, “recescch chemicals” Bnd TMDOMtony FERgENLZ". In AN £MOR to clarify the langusge, UNCDC uzes
anly the term new psycheactive substances, which are defined as: “rabstonces of GhUsS, Sithar in o purs form
©f § praDGTatian, ROt ara nar CoNTALEd Dy NG 1962 Singla COMVANTion AN NArCOLiE Drugs or te Convention on
Peychotrogic Substoncas of 4971, but which may poss @ thraat to public hoaltn®. The word “new” doss not
recezserity refer ta new inventions, 2 number of NPS were frst syrihesized farty years 250, But rether mears
‘that they re SUDSTANCES INET NavE 2PDEATET FECENTIY ON the MATEEt ING A Rave ROT Deen SCHECUlED in the
N Comvention

NPS mimic the effects of controlled substances™

Many rew prychoschive susstances on the market contsin chemical praducts that have structural sndfar

pharmacoiagical properties simitar to the susstances under international control and are Gesigned ta m

them.

For example, syatnetic cannavingics, which include the I series (such as JWH-OLE), 2re compouncs that
mimic THE | which is the princinal in marijusna

Synthetic cathinones, which incluce substances ke mephedrone, methylone and MOPV. may procuce
ic eMtects similer ta inciuding MOMA

Fhenstiyminas inciude substance: sueh as the I saries [such az 20-1) snd NEOMe compourds zuch as 231
NSOMe], which procuce sffects thet range from sEmulant ta hellucinogenic. Seme mwbstance: in this groun
are aireagy under intzmatiansl cantral threugh the Canvention an Faychotrapic Susstances of 1571, but many
o7 them are still not scheoue.

Tryptamines anc ineir gerivatives that nave Deen reparted a5 HPS are ingoieRRyiEMing MosCuies. Whike some
trystamines of natural origin ere neurOtransmitters (for example, serctonin, melatonin and Dufoteninl. mast
cgen: in plantz, mushrooms snd smimals [for example, NN-

i T 123

wre foung ar srjchosctive hellu
in {MT) psilocybin, and. N, ¥

Monitoring new psychoactive substances and controlled
prescription drugs in the Americas




Drug poisoning deaths
2008-2015

Source: National Center for Health
Statistics/Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, United States.

*”Medications” within the CDC’s category of
death by drug poisoning were previously
“prescription drugs,” but that was changed
for two reasons:

(1) the category includes Over-The-Counter
medications and (2) in December 2015, the
National Center for Health Statistics changed
the definition to include, “...other unspecified
narcotics,” which slightly increased the
numbers.

Controlled prescription drugs (CPDs) include -
but it is not limited to- narcotics (e.g. Vicodin,
OxyContin), depressants (e.g. Valium, Xanax),
stimulants (e.g. Adderall, Ritalin), and
anabolic steroids (e.g. Anadrol, Oxandrin).

Opioid analgesic overdose deaths include
deaths from natural and semi-synthetic
substances: codeine, morphine, oxycodone,
hydrocodone, and methadone.

Psychostimulants with abuse potential
include such drugs as methamphetamine,
amphetamine, methylphenidate (Ritalin), and
3, 4-methylenedioxy-methamphetamine
(MDMA, Ecstasy).

involving selected illicit drugs,

N° of deaths (in thousands)
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2008 = 2009 @ 2010 2011 @ 2012 | 2013 @ 2014 @ 2015
21994 | 22668 23749 24697 24085 24536 27303 31181
Heroin 3041 3279 3038 @ 4397 5927 8260 10574 | 12990
Cocaine 5129 4350 4183 @ 4681 4404 4944 5415 6784

Psychostimulants with
Abuse Potential

Medications*

1302 1632 1854 2266 2635 3627 @ 4298 5716



New Psychoactive Substances
United States

Past year prevalence of NPS use in US 12th grade Past year prevalence of NPS use in undergraduate

students, 2011-2016 students of the United States, 2002-2016
Synthetic cannabinoids Salvia divinorum Synthetic cannabinoids Salvia divinorum
Synthetic Cathinones (Bath salts) Ketamine Synthetic Cathinones (Bath salts) Ketamine
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New Psychoactive Substances
Latin America

Lifetime prevalence of ketamine use in general Lifetime prevalence of ketamine use in secondary

population of five Latin American countries school students of five Latin American countries
0.7
0.8
0.6 0.7
—~ 05 06
B S
3 3 05
S04 &
J o
o % 0.4
3 0.3 3
S £ 03
o ]
=02 5
0.2
0'1 0.1 I I .:
0 I I 0
Uruguay Argentina CostaRica  Chile (2012)  Colombia Argentina Costa Rica Brazil Uruguay Peru (2012)

(2011) (2010) (2010) (2013) (2011) (2012) (2010) (2012)



PAST YEAR PREVALENCE (%)

PAST YEAR PREVALENCE (%)

New Psychoactive Substances (NPS) and controlled prescription
drugs (CPD) in Undergraduate Students

Past year prevalence of drug use in undergraduate

students, Colombia, 2016 Past year prevalence of L§D use in Andean
undergraduate students regionally, by sex and
2> 208 total, 2009, 2012 and 2016
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New Psychoactive Substances by effects,
reported in South America and Globally

New psychoactive substances by effects reported in
South America, as of July 2017

M Synthetic Cannabinoid
Receptor Agonists

M Dissociatives

W Classical hallucinogens
Sedative / hypnotic

M Stimulants

M Opioids

B No yet assigned

Source: UNODC, EWA on NPS. Based on
analysis of 126 out of 130 NPS reported in the
region as of July, 2017. Due to the great
number of substances in a plant and the low
understanding  of  their effects and
interactions, plant-based NPS are excluded
from this analysis.

New psychoactive substances by effect group, up to
December 2017

Synthetic cannabinoid

Opioids receptor agonists
4% 32%
Stimulants
36%
"'_'\I
Y Dissociatives
\ 3%
/ ( Classic hallucinogens
. 16%
Sedatives / Not yet
Hypnotics assigned
4% 5%



Desbaratan laboratorio clandestino donde se preparaba
psncotroptco 10 veces mas toxico que el LSD

NPS arrival to
Latin America

* Seizure cases

 Death cases

Los resultados de los examenes forenses practicados a las victimas en
Buenos Aires!

El veterinarid ==

La informacion hoy es wea herramiesta de trabajo "2

Limitan la compra y
distribucion de ketamina

L
"

Las cinco victimas de Time Warp murieron por
"policonsumo”

Asi lo determind el informe toxicologico que se realizo en la Morgue Judicial
WWW.LANACION.COM.AR

Se realizo el primer Simposio g snes
Sudamericano SABS

Autopsies on the victims determined the use of ecstasy, marihuana, cocaine, gamma
hydroxybutyrate (GHB), ketamine and lidocaine, among other drugs. Not every victim
consumed the same drugs nor the same amounts.




", European Monitoring Centre
. for Drugs and Drug Addiction EUROPEBL

New psychoactive
substances in Europe

Early-warning system on
new psychoactive substances

An update from the EU Early Warning System

Operating guidelines

NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES - NPS

Early Warning Systems - EWS




Early Warning System:
Users and needs

* International organizations the likes of EMCDDA, CND,
the WHO Expert Committee on Drug Dependence,
INCB, are all the reference and background for
discussion and decision making on trends, maps,
terminology, effects, dangers of NPS.

* National experts, politicians, and decision-makers:
Data on trends analysis, legal aspects, etc.

* Laboratories: Identification of different types of NPS,
analysis methodologies, scientific names, etc.




Review of NPS for international
planning

* The UNODC’s early warning UNODC
system contributes to the

UNODC Early Warning Advisory

identification of NPS towards a RN NevebRUEie R tie substances

Home LTI Search NPS Data

short listing for international
review, taking into account such
criteria as geographical
prevalence and persistence of
NPS.

* Impact: The discussion on
international NPS control is
centered on a manageable
number of substances (higher
prevalence, persistence and
danger).

www.unodc.org/nps




SECRETARLA NACIONAL DE DROGAS -
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EARLY WARNING SYSTEM PARTNERS

National and International

OEA/CICAD/OID

SAT/EWS
on NPS

EMCDDA
EWS on
NPS




Multiple Sources of Information

Data triangulation

Reports: O Data based on events

* Forensic and Toxicological o
Analysis EE Cluster data

* Law enforcement e

* Drug inspections and SElaures ,

-Sample collection

Surveys e -Biological samples

* Health information

\
I

Serious adverse events

Open source information :
Sources of information Internet, media, users,

- Profiling Drug-toxicology Scientific literature / gutter press/
darknet

-Focal investigations EWS
-Wastewater analysis

- Computational model of data



Future challenges for the

Early Warning Systems on NPS

* Guarantee a constant flow of data on NPS from a broad
range of sources (links to national and regional
agencies).

e Gather information in a more systematic manner on
risks and dangers (pharmacological and toxicological
information).

"e Support the inclusion of the scheduled NPS (under
control) within the different international mechanisms
of data gathering, such as ARQ.

e Satisfy demand coming from laboratories and law
enforcement towards an improvement in their
capacities for detection and identification of NPS.




NEW
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Risks and challenges




NPS: The public health dimension

Seized products containing mixed new psychoactive substances

Synthetc
cannabinoids

Synthetic cathinones

«AM-2201 =25B-NBOMe
#XLR-11 =25C-NBOMe
«Cannahis «2C-C

*2C-B

Synthetc Synthetc
cannabinoids cannabinoids
« AKB4E « AMZZ0L
* JWH-122 * 5-MeO-DALT
* 'WH-210
* 'WH-250
= MDPY

Under international contral at time of seizure
Different chemical NP5 substance group
Pharmaceutical product

Source: UNODC NPS questionnaire 2014

= 4-MA

*Amphetamine

« pFPP
* Lidocaine

r—— What is in the blotters,
e tablets,...?

Synthetic cathinones

= 3-MMC

*3 4-DMMC
*alpha-PVP
= AMT
=MPA
«Caffeine

UNODC Early Warning Advisory

on New Psychoactive Substances
March 2016 - Poland: “Mocarz” intoxications now linked to synthetic cannablncnd MDMB- CHMICA

Poland - March 2016. In July 2015, Poland registered a large outbreak of intoxications (ln:ludmg at least 3 fata\ cases) caused by the use of a NPS

product branded as "Mocarz”. The product, a herbal mixture frequently has been sold on the Polish market
since at least 2010. Samples seized after the outbreak of intoxications revealed to contain vanous synthetic cannabinoids including UR-144, XIR-11, BB~
22, 5F-PB-22, and MDMB-CHMICA. However, no had been i confirmed so far as the cause of the intoxications/deaths.

An article newly published in Forensic Science International describes the analysis of one of the fatal cases, whereby the victim died from multiple organ
failure after four days of hospitalization. The provided evidence demonstrates the presence of MDMB-CHMICA in ante- and post-mortem blood and
internal organs. The study clearly designates MDMB-CHMICA as the main cause of poisoning and concludes that even low doses of this substance might
lead to fatal consequences.

Source: Police (Policja) Poland



NPS: The public health dimension

injecting

Risk of
transmission of
infections

| UNODC Early Warning Advisory
' on New Psychoactive Substances

Injecting drug use of
synthetic cathinones

'UNODC Early Warning Advisory

October 2015 - Ireland: Injection of alpha-PVP associated with recently acquired HIV |nfect1ons among
homeless people who inject drugs

DUBLIN, Ireland — October 2015. In February 2015, the Department of Public Health (DPH), Health Service Executive (HSE) in Dublin identified an
unexpected increase in cases of acute HIV infection among people who inject drugs (PWID). This increase was associated with the injection of the
synthetic cathinone alpha-PVP by so called chaotic PWID. Chaotic PWID were defined by clinicians as heroin injectors who were homeless , and if on
opioid substitution treatment, required daily attendance at their treatment programme, due to continued use of a variety of other illicit substances in an
intensive or chaotic way.

The National Drug Treatment Centre {Dublin) conducted a case-control study among chaetic PWID, residing in Dublin and diagnosed with HIV since July
2014, that had been injecting within the previous 12 months. From 38 confirmed and probable cases of HIV infection, 29 persons were homeless and 20
of them provided information on their drug use with 18 reporting to have injected alpha-PVP. The comparison of the case group and the contrel group
showed that the likelihood of recent HIV infection was highest among those who were injecting alpha-PVP daily. As opposed to the control group,
individuals in the case group were more likely to have used various drugs including amphetamines and benzodiazepines - in the past 12 months, reused
needles and syringes and had sex with PWID partners.

Source: UNAIDS

on New Psychoactive Substances

November 2015 - United Kingdom: Rise of mephedrone and amphetamine injecting in the United Kingdom

LONDON, United Kingdom — November 2015. The findings of a recent update of the report "Shooting Up Infections among peaple wha inject drugs
in the UK"from Public Health England indicate an increase in the number of people injecting stimulants, particularly amphetamine-type stimulants, in the
United Kingdom. In the report, concern is expressed about the fact that within five years of the first appearance of mephedrone, around one-in-ten
people who inject drugs reported the injection of this substance. There are also concerns about the injection of mephedrone and other drugs among
some sub-groups of MSM (men who have sex with men) during sex, with injecting equipment often shared and condoms not being used.

Among the population surveyed in England, Wales and Northern Ireland , the propeortion of people who reported injecting amphetamine-type stimulants
as their main drug tripled from 3.9 per cent (58/1,460) in 2004 to 12 per cent (159/1,354) in 2014. The number of people reporting injecting use of
amphetamine during the preceding month increased from 18 per cent in 2010 to 24 per cent in 2014. Injecting use of mephedrene during the preceding
meonth was reported by 5.9 per cent ($2/1,554) in 2014. Those who had injected mephedrone were younger than those who had not. Mephedrone

injecting is a more recent practice which occurs mainly among people who have previeusly injected other drugs, and among people who have switched
from snorting mephedrone.

Increasad health problems related to the injection of mephedrone were also reported. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, those who reported that
they had injected mephedrone during the preceding year were more likely to have HIV, to have antibodies to hepatitis C virus, and to report having had
an injection site infaction during the preceding year. These findings suggest that mephedrone injecting may have emerged among higher risk groups
with already elevated levels of infaction. Those who reported that they had injected amphetamine during the past year were also more likely to have
antibodies to hepatitis C than those who had not. In Ireland, an unexpected increase in cases of acute HIV infection among people who inject drugs
(PWID) associated with the injection of the synthetic cathinone alpha-PVP by so called chaotic PWID was reported earlier this year.




NPS in prisons

Inexpensive, powerful, undetectable

CThe Telearaph

Public Health
England

New Psychoactive

Substances

(NPS) in prisons:

A toolkit for prison staff

Who uses NPS?

® Fewer than 1 in 100 adults (0.7%) had
used NPS in the last year (CSEW)

B 1.1% of men had used NPS in the last year

compared to 0.4% of women (CSEW).

113,000 (3.6%) of men aged 16-24 had

used NPS in the last year, almost half of
all users (CSEW).

B There are different cohorts of NPS users,

such as clubbers, people who use other drugs,

homeless and vulnerable people, people who
engage in chem-sex - in particular men who
have sex with men.

Prisoners form another group of NPS users
that also includes a range of sub-cohorts.

SC form the only category of licit drugs whose
use by prisoners s higher in prisons than in the
community (10% compared to 6%) (Changing
patterns of substance misuse in adult prisons
and service responses A thamatic roview by
HM Inspectorate of Prisons December 2015).

There are shifting patterns of use due to
variable purity and cost, along with changes
in their legal status and their desired or
advarse effects.

NPS use is subject to regional variations
and often linked to local sub-cultures.
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Legislation on NPS

The national legislations’
answers to changes— since 2009

* Making use of (other) regulations (sometimes
controversial) not related to drugs

* Criminalization of supply

Modifying drug legislation

* Criminalization of supply and/or temporary
possession or risk assessment mechanisms

* Introducing new legislation on NPS
e Criminalization of supply
* Or combinations
* Making use of pharmaceutical legislation

* Making use of legislation on consumer
protection

e A
legisiation
leg-is-la‘tion .




PRECURSORS FOR
SYNTHETIC DRUGS
PRODUCTION

* Precursors control
* Role of forensic laboratories

* Need for training and
exchange of information in a
rapid and timely manner

Precursors

and chemicals frequently used in the illicit manufacture
of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances

2017




* Need of building or improving the
monitoring and  exchange of
information systems: Surveys, EWS,
etc.

* Challenges for control agencies:
Police and customs.

* Need of building new skills:
F UTU R E Education and training.
C H ALLE N G ES * Challenges  for health  teams:

Detection, reaction, and education.

* Challenges for forensic laboratories:
Detection, experience share,
coordination.

* Potential alternatives for the existing
legislation.




SIXTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DRUG
ABUSE CONTROL COMMISSION (CICAD)
April 25-27, 2018 - Mexico City, Mexico

More information about NPS:
http://www.cicad.oas.org/Main/Template.asp?File=/oid/smart/default_spa.asp
https://www.dea.gov/druginfo/fentanyl.shtmi
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/scientists/science-and-policy.html
https://www.incb.org/incb/es/precursors/index.html
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