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“Operational Law at the Service of Operations against Maritime Drug Trafficking”

PREAMBLE
The group was composed of nine countries that decided:
e To provide tools to judicial system agencies to ensure the success of prosecution of cases
against maritime drug trafficking.

e To underscore the importance of having justice officials know and understand the maritime
operational environment when pursuing cases against drug trafficking.

e To apply operational law understood as domestic and international law, including human rights
law and international humanitarian law as applicable to each state, in operations against
maritime drug trafficking.

e This guide was prepared taking into account the international agreements that form the basis
for international cooperation to fight maritime drug trafficking. Member states are invited to
apply it, respecting their domestic legislation and regulations. This document is not a legal
instrument, and therefore does not establish any obligations for the member states; it does not
abolish, limit, or suspend existing maritime control systems.

BASIC DOCUMENTS
e Guide for Law Enforcement Officials to Help Ensure Successful Prosecutions of Maritime Law
Enforcement Cases.

e Guide to Best Practices for the Formation and Composition of Analysis Groups for risk
management (GAR) and evaluation of cargos in the ports.
e QOperational/procedural lessons from the participating states.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
e Development of general criteria for personnel of law enforcement agencies



