
INCB PRECURSOR TASK FORCE INQUIRY 

Chemicals used in Illicit Cocaine Processing 

Potassium permanganate (PP): 

Background 

There does not appear to be any shortage of potassium permanganate. Cocaine continues to be highly 

oxidized (more than 95% of samples analyzed) - see INCB precursor report, para.168. At the same time 

coca-producing countries are involved in only a limited proportion of legitimate international trade in PP 

There have not recently been any notable diversions from legitimate international trade. The last known 

diversion from international trade involving Colombia dates back to 2006. 

According to Form D (2004-2013), seizures of PP have been declining in the region - see INCB precursor 

report, paras.164-167 and figure XIV. 

1. Can countries provide details of the suspected sources of PP and their proportions (diversion from 

domestic distribution channels and subsequent smuggling; vs. illicit manufacture of PP, etc.); 

how much do the different sources contribute to the amount of PP available for illicit cocaine 

processing? 

2. Details of modus operandi for domestic diversion of PP 

3. Any countermeasures that have been taken, or are planned to be implemented? 

4. Is there a possibility that not all international trade in PP is notified through PEN Online? 

Acids and solvents 

1. What is the proportion of Table II acids (solvents) on the one hand and non-scheduled acids 

(solvents) on the other hand being used in illicit cocaine processing? I.e., are the internationally 

controlled chemicals still relevant?  

2. If not, which Table II chemicals are no longer relevant? And which are the relevant chemicals 

that are currently not internationally controlled? 

3. If the list of Table II acids and solvents is relevant, could experts explain what measures are in 

place and being implemented - for each chemical - to prevent their diversion? 

4. Each year, Latin American countries report significant seizures of Table II acids and solvents. 

What is being done to address the diversion of these chemicals? 

5. And finally: What, if anything, can the INCB Precursor Task Force and the Project Cohesion 

network of Central National Authorities (CNA) do to assist Latin American countries to reduce 

the availability of chemicals for illicit cocaine processing? Are there any concrete suggestions? 


