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1. Assessment of the implementation of the recommendations of the First High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States (San Salvador, El Salvador, February 1998)
/
The objective of this item is to consider progress made with respect to the conclusions and recommendations of the First High-Level Meeting.  The presentation on this item would review the evolution of the concept of security as multidimensional in nature, the accomplishment of the 1998 objectives, and their continued relevance. 

The First High-Level Meeting concluded that the concept of security for small island states is multidimensional in scope and application, and that their security can be enhanced through cooperation among island states, the application of confidence- and security-building measures, and by declaring the Caribbean a Zone of Peace.  In June of that year, the General Assembly recognized these conclusions through its resolution AG/RES. 1567 (XXVIII-O/98), adding that cooperation among all states of the Hemisphere would improve the security of the small island states.
2. Identification and discussion of the special security threats and concerns of the small island states
/ 
Under this agenda item, member states will consider the special security threats, concerns and other challenges of small island states, their causes, manifestations and effects. 
In 2002, the General Assembly reiterated in its resolution AG/RES. 1886 (XXXII-O/02),  that the security of small island states has peculiar characteristics which render these states specially vulnerable and susceptible to risks and threats of a multidimensional and transnational nature, involving political, economic, social, health, environmental, and  geographic factors. 

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation attending that General Assembly session recognized that security threats, concerns, and other challenges in the hemispheric context are of diverse nature and multidimensional scope, and that the traditional concept and approach must be expanded to encompass new and nontraditional threats, concerns and other challenges, which include political, economic, social, health, and environmental aspects. The General Assembly identified the following as special security concerns, threats and other challenges for the small island states: illicit drug trafficking and related crime; illicit trafficking in small arms; climate change; natural disasters; health epidemics particularly HIV/AIDS; economic marginalization; transshipment of nuclear waste through the Caribbean Sea; transnational organized crime; and international terrorism. 
The following sub-items will also be considered:

Sub-items

i.
Discussion of defense and security planning for small island states to respond adequately to an incident or a terrorist attack on nuclear waste-bearing ships crossing the Caribbean Sea
/ 

The General Assembly, in its resolution AG/RES. 1886, considered the deep concern by the small island states with respect to the possible threats posed to their economies and maritime environment in the event that a ship transporting nuclear waste should have an accident or be the target of a terrorist attack while transiting the Caribbean Sea.  The General Assembly consequently instructed the Permanent Council to consider undertaking a study on defense and security planning for small island states in the case of such an incident.
 This study is being coordinated by the General Secretariat, in consultation with regional, hemispheric and international organizations.  Under this sub-item, Member States will consider the information available to date with a view to formulating recommendations for appropriate action.
ii.
Consideration of proposals for confidence- and security-building or confidence enhancement measures to be adopted by the small island states
/
Acting on an initiative of the Summit of the Americas, and mandates from the General Assembly, Member States adopted 21 confidence and security-building measures at regional conferences held in Santiago in 1995 and in San Salvador in 1998.  Given the different subregional and regional security issues and priorities, Member States may consider it desirable to develop similar measures specifically aimed at addressing the special security concerns of small island states. 

The measures agreed to under this sub-item would be taken into account at the experts meeting on this subject to be held in Miami, February 3 and 4, 2003. They will be included in the confidence- and security-building measures applicable throughout the hemisphere to be considered by the Special Conference on Security.
/
3. Consideration of appropriate multilateral strategies to address the special security threats and concerns of the small island states in an effective and coordinated manner

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation at the Thirty-Second Regular Session of the General Assembly, recognized in the Declaration of Bridgetown, that the new threats, concerns and other challenges to hemispheric security require common approaches.  They also agreed on the need to consider coordinated strategies and integrated action plans. 
Under this agenda item, Member States will consider ongoing multilateral sub-regional and regional efforts, with the aim of enhancing these as may be necessary and identifying other appropriate strategies.
4. Adoption of a security management model or better coordinating approaches through which the special security threats and concerns of small island states can be appropriately and adequately addressed

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation at the Thirty-Second Regular Session of the General Assembly, agreed in the Declaration of Bridgetown, that "Member States should seek to enhance, and, where necessary, develop appropriate and relevant mechanisms to deepen co-operation and co-ordination in order to address in a more focused manner the new multidimensional threats, concerns and other challenges to hemispheric security."

The security management model to be developed under this agenda item would therefore have a multi-dimensional focus.  It is intended to be a collective security approach and management policy framework to assist the small island states in addressing their security threats, concerns and challenges in a coordinated and cooperative manner. It will also enable the small island states to articulate their policies about security matters.
5. Adoption of Recommendations to the Special Conference on Security (Mexico, May 6-8, 2003)

Through its resolution AG/RES. 1886, the General Assembly requested the Second High-Level Meeting on the special security concerns of small island states to present its conclusions and recommendations to the preparatory body of the Summit-mandated Special Conference on Security as a contribution to that Conference. 
The Recommendations to be adopted under this agenda item will be aimed at including the special security concerns of small island states on the agenda of the Special Conference on Security.

6. Adoption of the Declaration of Kingstown on the Security of Small Island States

The Declaration of Kingstown will reiterate the definition of security for small island states. In so doing, the principles enshrined in the OAS Charter will provide the hemispheric framework.  The General Assembly resolutions and declarations, and the decisions taken at the Summits of the Americas will also be taken into account.
Through this Declaration, the member states will also adopt the decisions taken at this Second High-Level Meeting.
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