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1. Next CIP Meetings in Maracaibo, Venezuela 
Great advancements are being undertaken in the organization of the next meetings of the CIP. These include the meetings of the Technical Advisory Groups (Port Operations, Security, and Navigation Safety and Environmental Protection), as well as the Fourth Meeting of the CIP, to held from the 12 to the 16 of September in Maracaibo, Venezuela. Among the important subjects related to port development in the region, included in these meetings, we are pleased to inform that recognized international experts have confirmed their participation as speakers in the main areas of their domain. 

To date, we have confirmed participation from the Association for the Collaboration between Ports and Cities (RETE); of the experts Álvaro Rodríguez, Director of International Planning of Puertos del Estado, Spain; Arturo Monfort, Director of Innovation and Studies of Valenciaport, Spain; Klaus Essig, Integral Security Manager of the Instituto Nacional de los Espacios Acuáticos (INEA), Venezuela; Carlos Cañamero from the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Switzerland; as well as Juan Kuryla, Director of the Port of Miami and Phillip Murray, Chairman of the Maritime Security Council (MSC), both from the United States. Finally, the subject of the participation of women in the port affairs of the Hemisphere will include the input of Mrs. Pilar Tejo Mora, Director of the Society of Salvage and Port Safety of Puertos del Estado, Spain, who will provide an international perspective to the subject. 

On the other hand, the Secretariat has distributed to all member countries a copy of the draft schedule and agenda, as well as the informative newsletter of the meetings. These documents are available in both versions, English and Spanish, in the CIP website: www.oas.org/cip.  

2. Courses - Port Training
We are pleased to inform those interested in applying to the courses offered by the CIP, the closing deadlines established by the OAS*:
· X Ibero-American Course on Port Management, September 25 to October 21 in Madrid, Spain (deadline: August 19th);             

· VI Ibero-American Course on Technology, Operations, and Environmental Management in Ports, September 18 to October 15, in Santander, Spain (deadline: August 5th)

· Masters on Port Management and Intermodal Transportation, October 1, 2005 to  June 23, 2006 in Valencia, Spain (deadline: July 30th), 

· Course on Port Reforms, Costs and Tariffs for the English-speaking Caribbean, September 26 to 30, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic (deadline: August 26th). 

* It is important to note that all OAS scholarships must me submitted through the National Liaison Organization (ONE) of each country. In some cases, the deadlines established by these Organizations are not the same as those of the OAS. Please consult the ONE of you country for more information. For a complete list of the ONEs in the member countries, please visit: www.educoea.org. 
For more information on these courses, visit the CIP’s website: www.oas.org/cip. Any question regarding the submission of applications for these courses should be addressed directly to the Division of Scholarships and Training: scholarships@oas.org. 
3. El Salvador: Port La Unión is expected to begin operations in May of 2008

Last May 2, the order was given to begin construction of the new Port La Unión, located in the East of the Pacific Coast of El Salvador, to the consortium TOA Corporation/ Jan De Nul, Joint Venture. The construction project of the port was born in 1994, in part, as an answer to the integral economic revival strategy for the East coast of the country. The project was planned by the National Commission on Development (CND), with the support of the country’s Presidency. In fact, Port La Unión has become the most important infrastructure project of the last 20 years for the Government of El Salvador; with which it is expected to turn the country into a Regional Logistic Hub of Distribution, based on its strategic geographic location and its important flow of cargo from Asia to the West Coast of the United States. Furthermore, the new project is expected to attract more foreign investment, not only directly related to the Port’s development, but also to develop industrial activities in the area, as it will be easier to benefit from the closeness to a distribution center. The complete article on this matter, provided to the Secretariat by the Comisión Ejecutiva Portuaria Autónoma (CEPA) of El Salvador, will be included in the next CIP Magazine to be published in August. For more information please visit CEPA’s website: www.cepa.gob.sv/.  
4. The Dominican Republic: 

- The project of rehabilitation and enlargement of the Port of Santo Domingo has begun
The President of the Dominican Republic, Mr. Leonel Fernández, recently announced the beginning of the first stage of this important construction project, which is considered one of the most ambitious ever in the country. The project is expected to allow for tourism transformation and diversification, through the development of infrastructure, reliable service supply and a campaign of citizen awareness, which will jointly guarantee a positive image of the country in the cruise tourism industry. The company Inversiones Turísticas Sans Soucí (ITSS) is the only investor of the Project, which was granted through a government concession. The Chairman of ITSS, Mr. Lisandro Macarrulla, indicated that the total required investment is estimated in US$400 million. On the other hand, it is important to note the economic impact that this port project is expected to generate for the country, due to the construction of facilities for small and medium stores, which will provide a greater variety of goods and services to the greater amount of tourists expected to visit the island. For more information contact the Dominican Port Authority (APORDOM), E-mail: semr@tricon.net. 
- The Presidential Commission  for Port Modernization and Security is created 

By Decree No. 144-2005, the Presidential Commission for Dominican Port Modernization and Security, was created in the Dominican Republic. It has the objective of guaranteeing and increasing governmental coordination levels and an appropriate operation of all institutions related to management, utilization and service in all Dominican ports. The Commission has among its multiple tasks to design a long term port policy strategy, to coordinate the self-assessment of ports in their ISPS Code compliance efforts and to develop a detailed analysis of Dominican ports, in order to identify infrastructure, technology,  accessibility and security needs. Additionally, it will be the governmental agency in charged of conducting public international bids for port modernization. For more information, please visit the website of the Dominican Republic Supreme Justice Court, which contains all Decrees emitted in the country: www.suprema.gov.do, E-mail: suprema.corte@codetel.net.do. 

5. Peru: Important Law declares the construction of Mega Port Marcota to be of public interest 
The Congress of the Republic of Peru approved last May 23, Law Nº 28521 by which it declares of Public Need and Interest the Construction of MegaPort Marcona, in the district of Marcona, Peru. The project stems from the need to take advantage of the strategic maritime location of the country in South America, as it is the main access route to the Pacific basin for countries in the South Atlantic that have no access to it: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. To promote the development of the Project, two specific institutions have been created, the MegaPort Marcona-Comegma Committee and the Association Gremio de Cabotaje Mayor de Marcona-Agecmmar. In the future, it is expected to become the port of the South American Community, as a gate of entrance of Asian goods. For more information on the Law and project, please visit the Congress website, in the following link: http://www2.congreso.gob.pe/Sicr/TraDocEstProc/CLProLey2001.nsf
6. Preliminary conclusions of the First Latin American Congress on City Ports and Urban Coast Environmental Management 
The Congress on the subject was successfully conducted last March in Buenos Aires, Argentina. It brought about the discussion of the need of city-port development projects to include a strategic plan. The positive effects this has had on cities and the public, have been observed in similar experiences, which have proven to be highly successful. By and large, this is caused by a strong influence on the generation of continuous development projects, and the promotion and transaction of the services provided by the port and its areas of influence, which reflects on public accounts and employment. It is relevant to stress that the plan must be a joint and coordinated effort between the public and the private sector, which guarantees the preservation of the national port heritage and encourage investment, allowing for the development of urban-port areas. Finally, the existence of a specific organism dedicated solely to carrying out the plan, is considered essential for the organization of the strategic plan. This organism must participate from the beginning as a main mediator, to reach the necessary agreements and equilibrium between port and urban spaces. The final report of this Congress will be available shortly in the website of the Asociación Internacional de Profesionales de Puertos y Costas (AIPPYC): www.aippyc.org.
7. Port Activities

Port Security and Safety Seminar. AAPA. 27-29 of July.  East Rutherford, New Jersey, Telephone: (201) 896-0500; Fax: (201) 896-9696; E-mail: info@aapa-ports.org; Website: www.aapa-ports.org.
Debate Symposium on Strategies of Port-Logistics Sector Development. AIPPYC. Buenos Aires, Argentina. 8 of August. Telephone / Fax: 5411-47790369; E-mail: administracion@aippyc.org; Website: http://www.aippyc.org/Simposio-Debate-convocatoria.pdf.
XV Ports International Seminar, Navigable Routes, Multimodal Transportation and Foreign Trade. Anuario Portuario y Marítimo. Buenos Aires, Argentina. 10 – 12 of August; E-mail: anuaport@uolsinectis.com.ar. 
First Latin American Conference on Sea and Lake Transportation: “The SSS – Sea Shipping and Port Hubs. AIPPYC.  Colonia, Uruguay. 12 of August.  Telephone / Fax: 05982-0901-5046; E-mail: administracion@aippyc.org / uruguay@aippyc.org; Website: http://www.aippyc.org/SSS-Aippyc.pdf.
First Ibero-American Summit on Transportation and Infrastructure, Ministry of Development of Spain. 8 - 11 of September. Málaga, Spain. Telephone: (91) 597 81 71 / 81 72; Fax: (91) 597 85 03 / 85 04; E-mail: fomento@mfom.es.
Sixth Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group on Port Operations. 12 of September. Maracaibo, Venezuela. Telephone: (202) 458-3314; E-mail:  cip@oas.org; Website: www.oas.org/cip.
Sixth Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group on Navigation Safety and Environmental Protection. 12 of September. Maracaibo, Venezuela. Telephone: (202) 458-3314; E-mail:  cip@oas.org; Website: www.oas.org/cip.
Seventh Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group on Port Security. 13 of September 13. Maracaibo, Venezuela. Telephone: (202) 458-3314; E-mail:  cip@oas.org; Website: www.oas.org/cip.
Fourth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP). 13-16 of September, Maracaibo, Venezuela. Telephone: (202) 458-3314; E-mail:  cip@oas.org; Website: www.oas.org/cip.
VI Ibero-American Course on Port Technology, Operations and Environmental Management. CIP/OAS and Puertos del Estado. September 18 to October 15, Santander, Spain. Telephone:  (202) 458-3314; E-mail: cip@oas.org; Website: www.oas.org/cip. 
X Ibero-American Course on Port Management. CIP/OAS and Puertos del Estado. September 25 to October 21, Madrid, Spain. Telephone: (202) 458-3314; E-mail:  cip@oas.org; Website: www.oas.org/cip. 
SmartRiver 21, International Symposium on Global Commerce and Strategies for Inland Navigation and Economic Development. Port of Pittsburgh Commission and the European Federation of Inland Ports. 2-5 of October. Pittsburgh, PA/Ohio River Basin, United States. Telephones: (412) 201-7335 / (32-2) 420-7037; E-mail: jim@port.pittsburgh.pa.us / jsturm@inlandports.be.
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