Report on the 50th Anniversary of OAS Participation in Port Issues
The year 2006 marks the 50th anniversary of the First Inter-American Ports Conference, predecessor of the Inter-American Commission on Ports, which is the only governmental hemispheric forum developed in the American continent. Furthermore, it is the 10th anniversary of the approval of the “Agreement of Cooperation and Mutual Assistance between Inter-American Port Authorities, “ and the “Declaration of Asuncion Features of Inter-American Port Policies.” 
In 1956 in San Jose, Costa Rica, the first meeting was held specializing in port issues within the forum of the Organization of American States. Previously, the Inter-American Economic and Social Council, agency of the OAS, considered highlighting the treatment of port issues and at the fourth meeting held in Rio de Janeiro (1954), the Council invited the First Meeting of the Inter-American Port Conference, which was composed of ports experts from all countries of the continent.
The Conference gathered nine times in ordinary sessions and once for a special meeting until it was transformed into the present, Inter-American Committee on Ports. For its part, the Permanent Technical Committee, gathered 20 times in ordinary sessions and 3 times for special meetings. 
During the ninth meeting celebrated in Paraguay in 1996, the Conference concentrated on judicial instruments intended to highlight actions of inter-American port development: the Agreement of Cooperation and Mutual Assistance” and the Declaration of Asuncion. The said agreement and declaration constituted the normative framework and counselor of inter-American port activities of the last decade. Until now, 19 countries have signed the Agreement and 4 have ratified it.    
In 1996, it was also considered necessary to adapt the institutional framework of the Conference to the reality of ports during those years, incorporating not only government authorities to the forum, but also private port operators and other existing judicial figures of member States. After an important effort, an ad-hoc group created a new institutional framework that was presented to the OAS General Assembly. The framework received the unanimous support of all the governments of the Americas and in 1998 led to Resolution AG/RES. 1573 (XXXVIII-O/98) with which created the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP).

The Inter-American Committee on Ports, our current agency, has gathered on 4 opportunities and recently celebrated its First Special Meeting in Algeciras, Spain. With this event in mind, the Seventh Meeting of Executive Board of the CIP, held in Houston, USA, approved resolution CECIP/RES. 18 (VII-05) “Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the OEA in Ports Affairs”, which established the celebration of this event throughout the year 2006.  For this purpose a Special Committee was created with the objective to create and carry out the “Program of Celebration” during the year 2006. The Committee was presided by the delegation of El Salvador, the vice-Chair of The Executive Board, and composed of the delegations that preside the Subcommittees of the Executive Board, like Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Peru, the United States, and Venezuela. This event is framed within this program. 
The Chair of this Special Committee prepared a program that includes: (i) the creation of commemorative events in the meetings this year in Guayaquil and Venezuela; (ii) the creation of a informational booklet about the topic, which has been provided at this meeting; (iii) the production and distribution of commemorative materials (pens, paper, and pins), also provided at this meeting; (iv) the production of an informational pamphlet in CIP Magazine, which will appear in the year’s final edition; and (v) a web page within the CIP website that is currently being created. Additionally, diplomas of recognition will be given to all the delegates of member States of the CIP/OAS to recognize their contribution to Ports of the Americas. 
