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These Guidelines are based primarily on the reports of construction industry workshops held in 1985 and 1986 in Anguilla, Antigua, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Montserrat, St. Kitts/Nevis and St. Vincent. Engineers Addison Workman of Antigua and Eric Munroe of Dominica were commissioned by the Pan Caribbean Disaster preparedness and Prevention Project (PCDPPP) to develop the Guidelines based on the results of the workshops.  Engineer Addison workman was responsible for the development of the guidelines for building construction including appropriate illustrations of building techniques, and Engineer Eric Munroe for the Guidelines services – plumbing and electricity.

Other engineers and architects in the OECS and the Turks and Caisos Islands have contributed to the present document, building on the work previously carried out by PCDPPP with adjustments and recommendations, in keeping with current acceptable building practices in the OECS.

In 1996 Sections on:

· Fire Prevention and Safety,

· Performance Specifications for Small Steel Framed Buildings and

· Gas Installations

were developed in concert with engineers and architects in the Region to address the concerns for “safe” building practices using light steel, framed construction, and for the installation and handling of flammable material. 

The document is therefore the result of the work of many members of the building fraternity of the Commonwealth Caribbean whose interest in ensuring safe construction practices has been an important and necessary contribution to the efforts to improve building practices in the OECS.

The compilation of the document and checking of technical specifications and procedures recommended were the responsible of Consulting Engineers Partnership Limited of Barbados in association with Engineer Alwyn T. Wason, under the supervision of Engineer Tony Gibbs.

Technical advisory support was provided by James Armstrong, Chief Technical Adviser, and UNCHS/UNDP BARBADOS. 

This edition of the OECS model Building Guidelines, the Grenada Building Guidelines, was prepared in 1999 by Isaac Baptiste, Arch/Planner with the assistance of Tony Gibbs, C Eng. through the Caribbean Disaster Mitigation Project of the Organisation of American States (OAS).

The following are new additions in this Edition of the Guidelines:

· Administration of the Guidelines

· Definitions

· Precautions During Building Construction

· Appendix A: Accessibility Guidelines for Persons with Disability

· Appendix  C:  Weights of Building Materials.
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