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The General Committee held its first meeting on Monday. June 5, 2006 to consider the topics listed on the order of business, AG/CG/OD-1/06.

1. Opening remarks by the Chair

The Committee Chair,
/ Ambassador Ellsworth I.A. John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the OAS, presented the draft order of business (AG/CG/OD-1/06), which was approved by the Committee.
The Chair then explained the tasks assigned to the General Committee and the method to be followed in carrying them out.

The delegation of Guatemala proposed including the Declaration of the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples.  The delegation of Mexico also asked to include the draft resolution “Hemispheric Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons:  Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons” (AG/doc.4559/06).
The Chair reminded the Committee that, according to the Rules of Procedure, topics had to be remitted by the plenary of the General Assembly, so that the aforementioned requests should be made in the plenary.

The delegation of Mexico pointed out that the list of draft declarations and resolutions assigned to the General Committee had not been read out in the plenary session and, in the delegation’s view, that was the moment at which the delegations could have requested the assignment of new topics to the General Committee.  The Chair repeated that no issue could be discussed in the Committee without a prior mandate conferred during the plenary.

2.
Election of officers 
/
Pursuant to Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Committee proceeded to elect a vice chair and a rapporteur.

i. Vice Chair: Mr. Fernando Simas Magalhaes, Minister Counselor of the Permanent Mission of Brazil to the OAS, proposed electing Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, as vice chair of the General Committee.  Ambassador Denis Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the OAS, seconded that proposal and asked for election by acclamation.
ii. Rapporteur: Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, Deputy Secretary of Multilateral Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru, proposed electing Ms. Elisa Ruiz Díaz, Alternate Representative of Paraguay to the OAS.  Counselor Otto Pérez Leal, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, seconded that proposal and asked for election by acclamation.
3.
Consideration of draft resolutions and draft declarations

i. Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo:  Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society (AG/doc.4605/06)
Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, explained that, along with document AG/doc.4605/06, the General Committee had for its consideration another unclassified document with the agreements reached after informal consultations with the other delegations on paragraphs left pending in the draft declaration.  After comments by the delegation of Venezuela underscoring the importance of the topic, the draft declaration was approved by consensus with the amendments set forth in the aforementioned unclassified document.
ii. Draft resolution: “Combating the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children in the Hemisphere” (AG/doc.4561/06)

The delegation of Venezuela proposed splitting and amending the third preambular paragraph.  It also suggested an addition to preambular paragraph 7 and finally proposed introducing a new operative paragraph 2 bis in relation to Article 13.4 of the American Convention on Human Rights regarding public entertainments.


The delegation of Canada proposed changes to preambular paragraphs 4 and 6 and operative paragraphs 3, 7, and 8.  In general, the delegation’s comments concerned the names of certain conventions and meetings and the entities to which mandates are assigned and which are supposed to coordinate the corresponding actions referred to in the resolution, in light of the new structure of the General Secretariat and the new functions assigned to some of the areas involved, especially the Department of Public Security and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).


The delegation of the United States indicated that it needed time for consultations regarding the changes proposed.


The delegation of Argentina requested that the mandate contained in operative paragraph 8 be assigned not to the Committee on Hemispheric Security but to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  The delegation of Mexico requested that the aforementioned mandate be assigned directly to the Permanent Council given that no decision has yet been taken on the area for addressing the issue, which is related to the negotiations regarding the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.  The delegation of Colombia supported the Mexican proposal.

Consideration of the topic was postponed to leave the delegations time to carry out the appropriate consultations.

iii. Draft resolution: Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region (AG/doc.4620/06)
Regarding this draft resolution, the delegations of the Dominican Republic, Paraguay, Bolivia, and Ecuador asked to add their names to the list of cosponsoring countries. The delegation of Venezuela congratulated the permanent representative of Ecuador to the OAS, who chaired the working group responsible for drafting the aforementioned Social Charter.
The draft was approved by consensus, with one stylistic change to the English version.

iv. Draft resolution: Avian Influenza: Inter-American Cooperation to Meet a Global Threat (AG/doc.4625/06)

The delegation of the United States presented the draft and mentioned the list of cosponsors.  The delegation of Argentina indicated that it had circulated new proposals aimed at strengthening the draft resolution.


As the draft had not been distributed in all the official languages of the Organization, consideration of it was postponed.

v. Draft resolution: Support for the Hemispheric Agenda of the Knowledge Society (AG/doc.4619/06)
The delegation of the Dominican Republic presented the draft.  It stated that the text of the draft had been adapted to take account of prior amendments to the draft Declaration of Santo Domingo.  It also stressed that all political connotations and statements had been removed in this version.  Given that several delegations had commented on the aforementioned changes, the delegation of the Dominican Republic asked for more time to carry out the respective consultations. Consequently, consideration of the draft was postponed.
vi. Draft resolution: Promotion of Private Sector Participation in OAS Activities (AG/doc.4565/06)

The delegation of Argentina presented the draft and said that, with the exception of two changes arising out of the Third Private Sector Forum of the Americas, held in Santo Domingo on June 1 and 2, 2006, the text was the same as the one negotiated in the General Committee of the Permanent Council of the OAS.


The delegations of Panama and Venezuela seconded said changes.  The delegation of Venezuela proposed some additional changes, which it undertook to forward to the Secretariat.


The delegations of Chile and Brazil supported the draft resolution.  The delegation of Brazil pointed to a few discrepancies in the Portuguese text and asked to make the respective changes. The delegation of the United States also pointed to some problems with the English version.

The Committee Chair suggested holding some informal consultations before returning to a discussion of the draft resolution.

vii. Draft resolution: Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) (AG/doc.4545/06)


The delegation of Argentina expressed reservations regarding preambular paragraph 5 and operative paragraph 6, which were in square brackets, regarding the right of states to use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, pursuant to the Treaty of Tlatelolco, which had been proposed by the delegation of Venezuela.


The delegations of Brazil and Canada supported the position taken by the delegation of Argentina that this was not the appropriate forum nor the draft resolution to address the issue.  The delegation of Mexico, which had proposed the draft resolution, indicated its support of the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and supported Venezuela’s proposals with a change to operative paragraph 6.

The Committee Chair suggested holding informal consultations before returning to a discussion of the draft resolution.
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The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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�.	Pursuant to Article 57 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Chair of the General Committee was elected in the first plenary session of the General Assembly.


�.	In keeping with the provisions of Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
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