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1. Name of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities:

Ministry of Education Youth Culture/ Early Childhood Unit 

2. In your opinion, what is the main mission of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities? 

To ensure that children from birth – six years old are provided with the opportunity for developmentally appropriate stimulating readiness programmes with emphasis on the affective psychomotor, cognitive domains, health, nutrition and protection are in the integration focus. 

3. Describe the  usual responsibilities  in your position in your department, unit or office:

Coordinate Early Childhood activities in hemispheric half of Jamaica. 

4. Please provide your educational background in the area of Early Childhood Education and from which institution(s): 

Caenwood Junior College-Practical; Shortwood Teacher’s College; University of West Indies B.ED (ECE); University of South Florida- M.A. (ECE); NAIN Resource Training Unit-Resource Center Manager (ECE) 

5. What is your view regarding the most important approaches of Early Childhood education for the success of the national educational systems? 

I believe that practitioners should be equipped with appropriate technical skills to facilitate care, learning process and developing of children to prevent school failure in the formal system.

6. Based on what theoretical background/research/evidence you believe that Early Childhood Education can prevent school failure? 

Current opinion in psychiatry 2003; 16(5) 503-509  www.medicine.uiowa.edu/uhs/EPSDT/win98/time.cfm

7. Have you contributed to planning and /or implementing any public policy on Early Childhood Education?

Yes. Integration process of day care and basic schools. Curriculum – Delivery and Review

8. What is the role you have you played in the development and consolidation of Early Childhood Education Policies and Programs? 

Training of Instructors. Implementation of Curriculum Ideas. Review new curriculum 0-6 years. Conduct workshops assessment of early childhood college: students 2nd and 3rd years. 

9. What areas of Early Childhood Education are interested and /or working on? (e.g.: accreditation of instructors/facilities, training, parent’s education)

Jamaica has current projects addressing accreditation of instructors, improvement of facilities and environment training. Parent education in resource centers. 

10. How do you think the Ready to Learn workshop will contribute to the goals of improving and developing Early Childhood education programs as well as to prevent school dropout and promoting equity and quality of education? 

Study recent papers on neurosciences.  Develop strategies to integrate birth to six years. Observation, assessment, documentation, feedback processes to prevent drop outs. 

11. In you countries, children of what ages receive Early Childhood Education Services and what percentage of these services is public provided and what percentage of these is provided by the private sector?  

Birth – 3 yrs. Public 3.6% Private 90%, -5 years.  91% enrolled highest in the region. 

12.  What strategies do you intend to use this year, upon returning to your country,   to adequately transfer the theoretical and practical experience acquired during the Ready to Learn  workshop to the reality of your country? 

Workshops; seminars; meetings; feedback 

Thank you for answering the questions and please return to: 

Jorge Baxter



Dr. Gaby Fujimoto

e-mail: jbaxter@oas.org

e-mail: gfujimoto@oas.org 

