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1. Name of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities: 

School of Education 

2. In your opinion, what is the main mission of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities?

The mission of the School of Education is to be a centre of excellence with respect to teaching, to ensure a high quality of teacher education throughout the Eastern Caribbean sub-region, based on research and human resource development in education.  The major responsibility of the School of Education is staff and programme development in all aspects of teacher education in Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean. Through the advisory/technical services it provides to the various educational systems and the requirement for research related to the enhancement of teacher education, it contributes to the development of the educational systems in the Eastern Caribbean region.
3. Describe the usual responsibilities in your position in your department, unit or office: I teach Psychology courses in the Bachelor of Education programme (B.Ed.), in which the students are teachers from Primary Schools in the Eastern Caribbean, and the Bachelor of Science/Arts (B.Sc./BA) programmes in Psychology.  I prepare examination and assignment questions for Psychology courses for teacher training colleges in Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean sub-region, provide marking and moderation for the courses in that region, at both Associate Degree, for Primary and Secondary level, and the B.Ed.  

I teach the following courses: Introduction to Psychology, Introduction to Human Development, Personality Theory and Assessment, Introduction to Social Psychology, Social Psychology of Education, and I tutor for Introduction to Clinical/Counselling Psychology.

4. Please provide your educational background in the area of Early Childhood Education and from which institution(s): 

1987-1988 I completed a GCE Ordinary Advanced (O/A) Level in Psychology: Child Development at Redbridge Technical College, England, U.K.

1988-1989 Psychology GCE Advanced (A) Level at Redbridge Technical College, England, U.K.

1989-1992 B.Sc. (Hons) Psychology, (Education and Learning, Developmental Psychology, Language Development and Abnormal Development) The University of Warwick

1992-1994 MA Psychology (Cognitive and Developmental Psychology) The University of Sussex

1994-1996 Certificate in Family Life Education (Developmental Psychology - Caribbean) The University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus:

1998 – 2001 M.Phil. Education – (Personality Theory and Assessment, Social Psychology of Education, Cognition and Learning, Human Growth and Development, Curriculum Diffusion and Implementation and Research Methods in Education).

2001 – present Ph.D. Candidate Education (Psychology)

5. What is your view regarding the most important approaches of Early Childhood education for the success of the national educational systems? 

To ensure the success of the national educational systems, ECE has to incorporate health care, social and psychological support services, as well as parent education.  These services need to function based on a team approach, ideally housed under one roof.  To sum it up I would say that ECE needs to be both holistic and integrative to be really effective.

6. Based on what theoretical background/research/evidence you believe that Early Childhood Education can prevent school failure? 

Vygotsky’s theory of child development: we develop our understanding of the world that we live in through interacting with others.  The social environment is just as important in the child’s cognitive development as biological maturation, which Piaget purports as being very important.  Teaching is essentially a social activity. Vygotsky’s zone of proximal development: this is the cognitive development that the child would not manage on its own but will manage with help from other people.

The Abecedarian Projects found that low-income children who received comprehensive, quality early-childhood education intervention had higher scores on cognitive, reading, and math tests than a comparison group of children who did not receive the intervention. These effects persisted through age 21. Participants were also more likely to attend a four-year college and to delay parenthood. 
Head Start and Even Start Programmes: Head Start, combines health, nutrition, cognitive development, social/emotional development, and social services, and targets low-income children ages 3 to 5. It also includes a strong parent involvement component. According to the National Institute for Early Education research, Head Start children are less likely to repeat a grade or need special education than peers not in Head Start. Even Start combines early childhood education, adult literacy, parenting education, and parent involvement. 

7. Have you contributed to planning and /or implementing any public policy on Early Childhood Education?  Not yet

8. What is the role have you played in the development and consolidation of Early Childhood Education Policies and Programs? 

9. What areas of Early Childhood Education are you interested in and /or working on? (e.g.: accreditation of instructors/facilities, training, parent’s education)  I am interested in all three of the areas mentioned above, but parent education and training especially.  I have contributed by presenting parent workshops at primary and Secondary Schools’ Parent Teacher Association Meetings.

10. How do you think the Ready to Learn workshop will contribute to the goals of improving and developing Early Childhood education programs as well as to prevent school dropout and promoting equity and quality of education? I believe that this workshop will stimulate and open up ideas and recommendations regarding ways in which we can creatively improve and develop Early Childhood Education in the Caribbean.  Equity and quality are important in terms of when we look at accreditation standards and a common curriculum.  In some ways we may need to define what is the Caribbean definition of “quality education” is the goal to be able to nurture the young in such a way that they love learning and embrace an attitude of lifelong learning which surely will work toward the goal of eliminating school drop outs or is it to continue with an elitist approach which is based on survival of the fittest (which often results in being the wealthiest – Middle class and up) will survive, never mind the rest?

11. In your countries, children of what ages receive Early Childhood Education Services and what percentage of these services is public provided and what percentage of these is provided by the private sector?  87% of the 3-5 year olds and 95% of the 5-7 year olds are in public schools.  There are 15 public Day Care Centres and 110 Registered Private Day Care Centres.

12.  What strategies do you intend to use this year, upon returning to your country,   to adequately transfer the theoretical and practical experience acquired during the Ready to Learn  workshop to the reality of your country? 

Assist the Education Officer for Early Childhood Education in any way that I can, i.e. facilitate workshops on child development, learning disabilities, etc.  Make a recommendation to the School of Education, UWI, Cave Hill to expand the research base on Early Childhood Education.
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