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Unit for Social Development and Education

Ready to Learn: Early Childhood Education of Quality to Prevent School Dropout

Name :  Ivy Harris 

Country of residency: Grenada 

Institution:  Ministry of Education 

Address for contact: Botanical Gardens, Tanteen, St. George’s 




E-mail:  ivybh@hotmail.com 

1. Name of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities:

Early Childhood Unit, Ministry of Education 

2. In your opinion, what is the main mission of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities? 

To supervise all pre primary schools and Infant Department to ensure quality service is provided. 

3. Describe the  usual responsibilities  in your position in your department, unit or office:

To supervise/ administrative/ organize/ implement activities of the unit. 

4. Please provide your educational background in the area of Early Childhood Education and from which institution(s): 

Bachelor of Phil. In Education- Special Emphasis on Early Education –University of Newcastle.  Certificate in Early Childhood Education. Golda Meir Training Institution-Israel.  

5. What is your view regarding the most important approaches of Early Childhood education for the success of the national educational systems? 

Small teacher/pupil ratio e.g. 1-15 Ministries of Education should take ownership of Early childhood Parent/community involvement.

6. Based on what theoretical background/research/evidence you believe that Early Childhood Education can prevent school failure?

Young children learn through all their senses and therefore learn through play-practical activities and concrete materials 

7. Have you contributed to planning and /or implementing any public policy on Early Childhood Education?

Yes.

8. What is the role you have you played in the development and consolidation of Early Childhood Education Policies and Programs? 

Assisted in the development and implementation of the Early Childhood Education Policy. 

9. What areas of Early Childhood Education are interested and /or working on? (e.g.: accreditation of instructors/facilities, training, parent’s education)

Certification of Day Care Workers. Specialized training for Pre School teachers. 

10. How do you think the Ready to Learn workshop will contribute to the goals of improving and developing Early Childhood education programs as well as to prevent school dropout and promoting equity and quality of education? 

Appropriate information will be selected and used to inform/improve the existing services and to develop new activities to strengthen Early Childhood Services- e.g. Workshops for teachers to give information regarding neuroscience. 

11. In you countries, children of what ages receive Early Childhood Education Services and what percentage of these services is public provided and what percentage of these is provided by the private sector?  

6 months – 3 years day care – 3 to 5 years Pre School- 75% government and 25% private

12.  What strategies do you intend to use this year, upon returning to your country,   to adequately transfer the theoretical and practical experience acquired during the Ready to Learn  workshop to the reality of your country? 

Discussion/dissemination of information through meetings/ workshops with Ministry of Education personnel, teachers and parents. Develop actions to be taken. 

Thank you for answering the questions and please return to: 

Jorge Baxter



Dr. Gaby Fujimoto

e-mail: jbaxter@oas.org

e-mail: gfujimoto@oas.org 

