OBSERVATIONS FORMAT FOR VISITS TO EARLY CHILDHOOD  CENTERS : MONTERREY MEXICO MAY 24

NAME OF PARTICIPANT   Leonie Gray 

COUNTRY   Jamaica
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

A very friendly and stimulating teaching/learning environment. There is a  collaborative effort to amalgamate programmes catering to young children from six weeks to 6 years old.  The best practices are used in the centers as developmentally appropriate practices are demonstrated. 

POLICIES, METHODOLOGIES, STRATEGIES (PEDAGOGICAL, CURRICULAR, ADMINISTRATIVE, OTHER) IDENTIFIED

Policies are based on the needs of the child and the community. The methodologies are based on the constructivist views and didactic teaching, this is patterned from the Cuban style.  The curriculum is an integrated one with emphasis on the cognitive,  affective, and psychomotor domains. Administrative records are good and updated. There is adequate information on health,  nutrition, education, and evaluation of the child.  

PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA FOR ENROLMENT 
PRACTICES AND POLICIES FOR LINKING WITH COMMUNITY AND FAMILIES

PRACTICES AND POLICES OF CENTER FOR INTEGRATING PERSON WITH DISABILITIES OR WITH SPECIAL GIFTS 

PRACTICES AND  POLICIES AT THE FIRST LEVEL OF PRESCHOOL OR INITIAL EDUCATION

PRACTICES AND POLICIES FOR PROMOTING ENROLMENT IN PRIMARY SCHOOL

Housewives who are unemployed come to the center once per week to learn with children. Procedures for enrolment of young children as parent are interviewed and trained. Children with disabilities are included in the curriculum but not was seen as building was inaccessible. Senior citizens are brought in and for once per week.   They are also taught how to manage respiratory illnesses, basic health care and psychological topics.  Group  is monitored by medical doctor who keeps record of their health.  They are also taught skills for self reliance . In partnership the senior citizens entertain the children on special holidays.  CENDI keep track of students after they have left the center,  but for psychological, treatment for those who are in need that is the parent’s responsibility.  

INFRASTRUCTURE 

The lay out of the physical plant is good with spacious classrooms, good toilet facilities, an adequate kitchen space, storage facilities,  changing rooms for babies and sterile nursery rooms.  Ventilation and lighting is good and the buildings are strong, well built and clean.   

EQUIPMENT Y MATERIAL DIDACTICO

(ADECUATE FURNITURE FOR CHILDREN, SPECIAL MATERIALS FOR EARLY STIMULATION, MATERIALS TO SUPPORT THE INTEGRATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES,  IF A POPULATION IS ATTENDED TO THAT SPEAKS INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES WHAT DIDACTIC MATERIALS ARE THERE IN THE APPROPRIATE LANGUAGES, ETC.)  
The furniture are adequate and child size. There are many special materials seen from nursery to preschool. There were too many  commercial teaching/learning materials. Need to have some indigenous and teacher made materials, to enhance stimulation.

PERSONNEL 

(AGE, GENDER, EDUCATION OF TEACHERS AND SPECIALISTS)  

Personnel seen had an age range from 23 yrs to 50 yrs. The education of teachers and specialists ranged from (High school Graduate : Assistant teacher) to a first degree to be a classroom teacher, medical doctor, nurse, social worker specialists such as the computer teacher, music teacher, karate teacher, dance teacher.

POPULATION ATTENDED AND COVERAGE (AGE, ETHNIC, LINGUISTIC, SOCIOECONOMIC, DISABILITY, GENDER, CHILDREN WITH FAMILIES WITH PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT CONDITIONS, MIGRANT CHILDREN, STREET CHILDREN, ORPHANS, ETC.)
Age range of children is from 45 days to 6 years. I child in the 2.5 to 3yr old class is from the ethnic group. 

OTHER OBSERVATIONS 

Children working in the language lab were very enthused and were speaking many English sentences. These were pre school pupils.  Very good teaching/learning environment with three outstanding learning centers where children direct their own learning and teachers are facilitators as they role play at the home, supermarket and pharmacy.

CONCLUSIONS

The center is a child centered one.  It caters to the holistic development of the child and has been doing a tremendous job as they work in partnership with the home and community. 

