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Ready to Learn: Early Childhood Education of Quality to Prevent School Dropout

Name : Leonie Gray 

Country of residency: Jamaica
Institution: Ministry of Education Youth and Culture- 37 Arnold Road Kingston 4

Address for contact: 388 Keswick Close, Cumberland St. Catherine, Jamaica W-1 


E-mail: lgeducation@hotmail.com

1. Name of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities:

Early Childhood Unit, Region 1 

2. In your opinion, what is the main mission of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities? 

Is to ensure that children birth-six years old are provided with the opportunity for developmentally appropriate stimulating readiness programmes with emphasis on the affective, psychomotor and cognitive domains. Also health and nutrition. 

3. Describe the  usual responsibilities  in your position in your department, unit or office:

Interpreting and implementing the curriculum supervision and administration

4. Please provide your educational background in the area of Early Childhood Education and from which institution(s): 

St. Joseph’s teachers college- cert. In Early Childhood Education; Education Nain resource training unit in ECE Education- Certificate, University of the West Indies – B Ed. (Hons) Early childhood Eduation, Nova southerastern UN. Mis-Early Childhood Education and Administration

5. What is your view regarding the most important approaches of Early Childhood education for the success of the national educational systems? 

The readiness programme implemented in the schools adequately prepares pupils through early stimulation.

6. Based on what theoretical background/research/evidence you believe that Early Childhood Education can prevent school failure? 

Through research- Health Link link survey medical college of Wisconsinin Nov 2003- The Healthier Happier Smarter Kids. The importance of early intervention- Robert H. Gray- Department of Child Health-Univesity of West Indies-Moma Campus

7. Have you contributed to planning and /or implementing any public policy on Early Childhood Education?

yes

8. What is the role you have you played in the development and consolidation of Early Childhood Education Policies and Programs? 

Curriculum planning and implementation, assessment of college trained teachers in Early Childhood Education. 

9. What areas of Early Childhood Education are interested and /or working on? (e.g.: accreditation of instructors/facilities, training, parent’s education)

Accreditation of teachers, training of teachers, parents education. 

10. How do you think the Ready to Learn workshop will contribute to the goals of improving and developing Early Childhood education programs as well as to prevent school dropout and promoting equity and quality of education? 

To include the child from Birth to 6yrs New Research on Neuroscience. 

11. In you countries, children of what ages receive Early Childhood Education Services and what percentage of these services is public provided and what percentage of these is provided by the private sector?  

Early Childhood Education services are received by children from birth to 6 years 

12.  What strategies do you intend to use this year, upon returning to your country,   to adequately transfer the theoretical and practical experience acquired during the Ready to Learn  workshop to the reality of your country? 

Sensitization, workshops, assessment, feedback. 

Thank you for answering the questions and please return to: 

Jorge Baxter



Dr. Gaby Fujimoto

e-mail: jbaxter@oas.org

e-mail: gfujimoto@oas.org 

