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Address for contact: Dr. S. Kafiluddistraat 117 – 123 Paramaribo
, Suriname    

         E-mail: rikaechteld@hotmail.com
1.   Name of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities:

      Ministry of Education & Human Development, including unit Early Detection &     

      Early Stimulation, including assessment of school readiness.
1. In your opinion, what is the main mission of the department, unit or office where you perform your activities? 

Young children, being the building stones of the nation, should have priority.

By offering developmental assessment and stimulating activities by a multidisciplinary team Ministry of Education wants to contribute in a holistic approach to wellbeing and full development of children’s potentials, despite impairments of disadvantages, so that all children will be valued and respected citizens, fully meeting their rights.

3. Describe the  usual responsibilities  in your position in your department, unit or office:

· Pedagogic didactic training of teachers in kindergarten and basic school: children 4-8 years of age

· Training caregivers in social and communication skills
· Parent support and public education

4. Please provide your educational background in the area of Early Childhood Education and from which institution(s): 

· Ortho Pedagogic: specialized in Learning disabilities – University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands

· Module Child Right – University of Suriname, (certificate)

· Teacher Training College - Paramaribo, Suriname (diploma)

5. What is your view regarding the most important approaches of Early Childhood education for the success of the national educational systems? 

Start at an early age with a holistic approach of development, learning based on exploring and experiencing, with mutual respect building and strengthening confidence and self-esteem. 
6. Based on what theoretical background/research/evidence you believe that Early Childhood Education can prevent school failure? 

Stimulate children from birth on in communication, reading, storytelling, playing etc. Wasting the first years means decreasing developmental opportunities and less flexibility in learning at school age what also means higher risk of repetition, school failure and drop-out. 
7. Have you contributed to planning and /or implementing any public policy on Early Childhood Education?

Participated in planning workshops on policy for children; as a member of the  ECD coalition currently reviewing ECD policy; 
8. What is the role you have played in the development and consolidation of Early Childhood Education Policies and Programs? 

Because of my profession as head of Guidance and Counseling department I suggest revision of the curriculum based on practical experiences in kindergarten. Besides I stressed the attention to ECD in the policy document of the Ministry of Education.
9. What areas of Early Childhood Education are interested and /or working on? (e.g.: accreditation of instructors/facilities, training, parent’s education)

· Training of caregivers in social- , communication  and emotional skills
· Training of teachers in kindergarten in the curriculum 
· Parent’s education

10. How do you think the Ready to Learn workshop will contribute to the goals of improving and developing Early Childhood education programs as well as to prevent school dropout and promoting equity and quality of education?
Fundamental update scientific information and sharing experiences will provide a stronger basis to the focus on ECDE and setting up a comprehensive ECDE program. Implementing this program will give a better start and prevent repeating and school drop-out. A comprehensive program will consider different abilities and different learning styles, which gives all children, boys as well as girls, whatever potential or disadvantage, a better chance and learning opportunities, as so promoting equity and quality of education for all children.
11. In you countries, children of what ages receive Early Childhood Education Services and what percentage of these services is public provided and what percentage of these is provided by the private sector?  

ca. 9 % of children in the age of 6 weeks -3 years are attending some form of daycare in approx. 104 facilities; 14 of those facilities are governmental and all others are in the private sector; few of those facilities offer a more or less comprehensive ECE program.
36.9 percent of children aged 36-59 months are attending some form of organized early childhood education program.

An average of 77, 5 percent of children at primary school age are attending school (approx. 82 % in the coastal area; approx. 61 % in the interior)
Although by law education only is compulsory from 7 years, many children attend kindergarten from 4 years on. (except in the interior because of a bad infrastructure)

There are 273 preschools for 4-5 year olds, of which 8 are privately run, all others are governmental.

12.  What strategies do you intend to use this year, upon returning to your country,   to adequately transfer the theoretical and practical experience acquired during the Ready to Learn  workshop to the reality of your country? 

Sensitizing Permanent Secretary of Education to give priority to ECDE;
Advocacy for ECDE at different levels; strengthening holistic approach in curriculum development for ECDE in Teacher Training Colleges. Train current daycare teachers. Developing policies to implement in ECDE.
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