Discussion Synthesis

V.) Strengthening the Hemispheric Project: “Designing Policies and Strategies to Prevent School Failure”

“ A strong foundation in anything will assist in future growth.”(Participant, 2003)
· The discussion on the prevention of school failure focused predominantly on early childhood education.  It appeared that there was general consensus that early childhood education was a priority to ensure equity and quality throughout the education system. It appeared that this was an efficient way of continuing previous efforts in the region.  

· Such previous efforts and means for sharing knowledge include: countries in the sub-region who have previously drafted standards, the conference last year in Georgetown, the millenium development goals, the research and commitment of the OECS, and UNICEF’s (1984) formulation of a program and subsequent unit on early childhood education 

· Issues in the region included: a lack of standards in early childhood centers (particularly due to the many that were privately run), a lack of a standard teacher training processes (and pays scale), lack of coverage and access, particularly in the rural areas, and the development of assessment standards.

· Branching out from schools: Countries made note of collaboration within different ministries and social services to develop comprehensive policies with a network of actors in early childhood. 

· Thought was also given to what was happening in the lives of children prior to entering the early childhood center.  It was at this point that the discussion was opened to a more community approach to the development of an early childhood education project.

· From here, other issues in regards to the prevention of school failure in the region, included issues such as: children with HIV/ AIDS and the population of “At risk youth.” In regards to females attention was raised to those teenage mothers seeking to return to school. 

· Then discussion created space for the fact that in the hemispheric document, attention is paid to “females” explicitly and not males.  Representatives argued that in the case of the Caribbean one needs to look at gender and more specifically at male underachievement, rather than female underachievement. 

· While it was noted that gender impacts equity at the different levels of education.  It appeared that gender in the region is a difficult and complex construct to address, and future research was needed. 
The Bahamas, Regional Coordinator: 

In the discussion it was learned that: There has been ongoing research and development of a project concept in the Bahamas.  Shortly they will be introducing it in parliament.  They have created a manual for curriculum, registration, and standards, which is ready for publication.  Shortly they intend to request funding for training and have a major conference on early childhood education.  

It was shared that: While the Bahamas has nearly 600 private preschools (unregulated by the government) they seek to provide access to those most marginalized who do not have the means to enroll in early childhood education.
