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PROCEEDINGS OF
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FOR LABOR ISSUES (COTPAL)

September 24, 2003


The Permanent Commission for Labour Issues (COTPAL) met on September 24, 2003 at 09:00, within the framework of the Thirteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour.  Representatives of the Ministries of Labour of Brazil, Mexico, Nicaragua, Suriname, Venezuela, El Salvador, United States, Honduras, Dominican Republic, Canada, Ecuador, Argentina, Costa Rica, Chile, and Guatemala attended the meeting.  Additionally, representatives of the International Labour Organization and the Organization of American States observed the proceedings.  

The representative of the Ministry of Labour and Employment of Brazil served as Chair of the Meeting and the OAS provided technical secretariat support.

I. Inauguration 

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the participants, expressing his thanks to all delegates for their work over the past months in the advancement of the draft Declaration and Plan of Action of Salvador.

II. Approval of the Agenda

The committee considered the draft agenda and it was unanimously adopted.

III. Consideration of the Declaration and Plan of Action of the XIII IACML

In order to reach consensus on the draft Declaration and Plan of Action, the Chair proposed that the delegates review the documents paragraph by paragraph, paying special attention to the sections that remained bracketed following the XIII IACML Preparatory Technical Meeting and discussions carried out via the OAS Virtual Forum.

Following numerous interventions by the delegates on points of style and substance, consensus was reached on the drafts of the Declaration and Plan of Action.

IV. Presentation by the Chair pro tempore of the XII IACML

The representative of Canada as Chair pro tempore of the XII IACML presented the terms of reference for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration.  He noted changes incorporated into the terms of reference based on suggestions made by delegates to the XIII IACML Preparatory Technical Meeting.

Following this presentation, delegates agreed to include these terms of reference as an annex to the draft Plan of Action. 

V. Consideration of Resolution

The representative of the OAS presented a Resolution and Proposal on the OAS Program to Support the Declaration and Plan of Action of Salvador for consideration by delegates.  Following a brief discussion, the resolution was left to be considered and approved by the Ministers of Labour during the XIII IACML.

VI.  Nomination and election of Working Group 2 Chair and Vice-Chair

Having previously identified Argentina and the United States as Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively, of Working Group 1 during the XIII IACML Technical Preparatory Meeting, the floor was opened for identification of the Chair and Co-Chair of Working Group 2.

El Salvador offered to assume the Chairmanship and Canada the Vice-Chairmanship of Working Group 2 for the duration of the XIII IACML.  Delegates agreed and the decision was ratified.

VII. Other business

Seeing no other business before the committee the Chairman declared the COTPAL session closed.
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