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PREPARATORY MEETING FOR THE

III MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION IN THE SPHERE OF CIDI 

AND SECTORIAL PROGRAMMING WORKSHOP 

April 9, 10 and 11, 2003 – Buenos Aires, Argentina

DRAFT REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 9TH  

Opening Ceremony 

Uruguay, as the country that hosted the II Meeting of Ministers of Education, made the opening speech at the Preparatory Meeting and proposed the appointment of authorities for the meeting.

The appointment of Argentina and Trinidad and Tobago as Chairs and of Mexico as Deputy Chair of the Meeting was agreed upon by consensus. The Chair opened the first working session.

Opening comments were made by the Executive Secretary of CIDI, represented by Mr. Alfonso Quiñonez, the Unit for Social Development and Education as Technical Secretary of the OAS for Ministerial Meetings, represented by Mrs. Sofialeticia Morales Garza, and the Under Secretary of Equity and Quality of the Ministry of Education of Argentina, Ms. Marta Blanco.

After the opening speeches, the Agenda was submitted for consideration and was approved. The goals of the Meeting were stated.

Expected Results of the Meeting:

1. Agenda for the III Meeting of Ministers

2. Documents for the III Meeting of Ministers 

3. Review of the Inter-American Committee mechanism 

It was explained that the workshops scheduled for the third day, would be focused on drafting hemispheric project profiles as a follow-up to the themes that were approved at the II Meeting of Ministers and that are stated in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development of the OAS. The purpose is to request financing for those projects with resources from FEMCIDI.

Progress with the Mandates of the Hemispheric Summits 

Mexico, as coordinator of educational issues within the framework of the Summit of the Americas, submitted a report on the progress attained following the II Summit of the Americas, which was held in Santiago de Chile, and the III Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec.

The progress attained at a continental level in relation to the 9 lines of action defined by the II Summit, the actions and multilateral programs developed was reported. A report on the work that followed the III Summit of the Americas was also presented. Special emphasis was given to the work carried out by the G-11 after the Summits. The process to establish the CIE was described.

Education for All in the Americas: Commitments and progress in the Goals for 2010. 

The Technical Secretariat presented a diagnosis of the situation in the continent in relation to the five priority areas defined by the Ministers of Education and stated in the mandates of the Summit: equity and quality, decentralization, management, participation and teacher training; young people, secondary education, and certification of competencies; and higher education and new technologies in education.

The Technical Secretariat also completed a comparative study that included various international forums and their priorities in education, including subregional forums. The challenges set by the Millennium Goals and Education for All in all the countries were also mentioned.

Progress in Attaining the Commitments Stated at the II Meeting of Ministers of Education 
The Technical Secretariat reported on the progress and actions of the countries and the Technical Secretariat in response to the mandates of the III Summit and the II Meeting of Ministers of Education. A virtual space was offered for the CIE. Actions referring to the five priorities: documents, seminars for exchange of information within the framework of horizontal cooperation and forums with Civil Society; actions against violence and a culture of peace; inter-agency efforts. Finally, the secretariat presented the virtual space that provides a follow-up on the cooperation training programs offered to date.

Regional Program for Education Indicators 

Chile reported on the progress of the project on comparable indicators established by the Summit, as well as on its functioning and continuity. 

Hemispheric Forum for Educational Assessment 

Brazil reported on the progress of the project on Educational Assessment established by the Summit and on the possibility of articulating actions with the Latin American Laboratory for Education Quality evaluation.

Presentation of the Draft Political Declaration, Action Plan and Agenda for the Meeting of Ministers. 

Mexico read a draft declaration for the III Meeting of Ministers of Education that will be discussed during the afternoon session.

Presentation by Venezuela 

Venezuela presented a document stating the need to ensure that education in the classroom is in line with the political reality of the countries, and expanded on the process that Venezuela experienced in recent times. Activities in the Americas should be aligned with what internally occurs in each country. A key issue should be mentioned: education at school is a political tool for development. As 2002 was a very critical year because of the military coups and the economic crisis. 

Venezuela requests that the strengthening of the right to education of children and youngsters be included as an item on the Agenda of the III Meeting of Ministers of Education through actions that avoid a repetition of what occurred in Venezuela when the schools became a tool of political subversion. Venezuela recommends analyzing their case to foresee situations. 

The Chair took note of the comments made by Venezuela and will submit them to the consideration of the attendees.

Comments on the Morning Presentations 

The Chair continued with the morning presentations and opened the debate on the subjects that were addressed.

The UNESCO-OREALC delegation made comments on the presentation made by Brazil, and suggested to take advantage of the next meeting of the laboratory to analyze the assessment systems in the countries. The importance of identifying how to involve Caribbean countries was also mentioned. 

A synergy between countries and agencies is important. The capacity of the region should be accepted. A good debate should be organized to guarantee the participation of all the countries, and define how to participate in global quality assessment projects. 

It was requested that other on-going projects, such as PRIE, the Evaluation Forum, and other regional projects, be included in the dynamics of the CIE.

Discussion of the important issues in educational policy to be debated by the Ministers 
United States submitted a report including the subjects that might be discussed at the III Meeting of Ministers of Education so as to promote the dialogue on three issues: education for democracy and education in the values required to create a positive citizenship; investment in education development; secondary education and education for work.

Reading of the Action Plan and Agenda suggested for the III Meeting of Ministers 

Mexico read the proposed draft Action Plan and Agenda for the III Meeting of Ministers

Dialogue about the relevant issues to be discussed at the III Meeting of Ministers 

The dialogue resulted in a request to include the following topics:

· Education in civic and democratic values 

· Secondary Education and its transformation

· Pre-service training for teachers to better ensure a quality education

· Education for work and the productive sector and human sustainable development were also mentioned

· Inclusion of the five thematic areas of the II Meeting of Ministers of Education to ensure continuation of the process begun in Punta del Este.

Having considered the time restrictions for the meeting and the difficulty in including all the suggested thematic areas it was suggested to reduce them to a few topics.

It was suggested that the themes be grouped in the agenda and discussed in parallel workshops outside the plenary session.

The Chair took note of the conclusions and the main thematic areas proposed: teacher training and secondary education. As regards to the format, it suggested the formation of workshops. 

Dialogue on the declaration and action plan of the III Meeting of Ministers 
Delegations stated the need of making efforts to group the topics and clarify the discursive structure of the declaration, providing more space for educational issues and restricting the references to the international context. 

The declaration should include the thematic areas agreed upon previously.

A structure for the declaration was proposed by one delegation: a first part mentioning the political context and the advances and challenges ahead; a second paragraph explaining the role of education in the said context; a third part referring to the Summits of the Americas; a fourth stating the achievements reached after each Summit; a fifth on policies that respond to the key thematic areas to be discussed at the Meeting and a sixth paragraph with acknowledgements. 

The declaration should be short, pro-positive, hopeful, critical and assertive. 

The CIE should be referred to in a more emphatic way, as its creation is a direct mandate from the ministers in Punta del Este.

The declaration should mention the three Summit of the Americas, the ministerial meetings and the progress made in the five thematic areas. It should also mention the present regional projects, ask for a greater inter-Agency collaboration and a stronger role of civil society. Finally, the issue of financing for regional cooperation in education should be addressed.

The Chair took note of the proposals and suggested the creation of a working group to draft a proposal including these remarks. A group was gathered, headed by Argentina, and with the delegations of Trinidad and Tobago, Canada, Brazil, Chile and Mexico. They would submit a draft declaration on the following day. 

Presentation by the World Bank 

The World Bank submitted a document entitled “Closing the Gap” and shared its priorities regarding the strategy for Human Development in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

THURSDAY APRIL 10TH 

Presentation of the Inter-American Education Committee 

Argentina submitted and distributed a document proposing the creation of an Inter-American Committee on Education, and discussed the strategy required to create the CIE at the Ministerial Meeting, review its rules of procedure and discuss the criteria to appoint its authorities and determine the follow-up mechanisms within the framework of the CIE. 

The delegations began a period of reflections. Debate centered around the structure of the Inter-American Committee on Education. The delegations asked to amend the rules of procedure to include a Chair, Deputy Chairs, and an Executive Committee with sub-regional representation. Delegates agreed to create consultative committees including other sectors, such as civil society and the private sector. Another issue centered on the importance of reviewing the communication systems and technologies available. Other alternatives should not be excluded. 

The Chair summarized the agreements as follows: an executive committee should be created to support the work of the Chair and Deputy Chairs following the text proposed by SEDI.  SEDI Is requested to provide a draft resolution that will be submitted to the Ministers at the III Meeting of Ministers. The chair then asked the Secretariat for a report on the possible means of communication. CIE shall decide on the issue of coordination of multilateral projects. It is decided that the definition of the geographic regions of the hemisphere will be decided at CIE.

SEDI proposed the following text: “The CIE will have an Executive Committee to support the work of the Chair and Deputy Chairs. The Executive Committee will be made by five acting members and five alternate members, appointed by the CIE based on rotation principles and on a fair geographical representation, guaranteeing that every member country will have the opportunity of being selected as member of the Executive Committee and that all regions will have the opportunity of being always represented.” The said text was approved. 

Suggestions for the appointment of the Chair and Deputy Chairs of the CIE 

There is a consensus in appointing Mexico as the chair of CIE and different candidacies are supported for the deputy chairs: Brazil, El Salvador and Trinidad and Tobago.

It is concluded that the appointment of authorities should be made through consensus and that a mechanism should be specified. Candidacies will be presented to the ministers for their consideration. 

Establishment of Cooperation Mechanisms in Education for Hemispheric Projects.

Mexico submitted a conceptual document to organize the discussion with regards to the hemispheric projects, their general profiles, minimum criteria, sub-regional representation, existing elements that could be used.

The floor was open for discussion.

Discussions were opened with regards to: the sub-regional division of the hemisphere, which should be the thematic areas for the projects, the danger of having a high-level bureaucracy in the process, the characteristics that hemispheric projects should have, how to incorporate and provide continuity to the existing hemispheric projects –such as PRIE, the Evaluation Forum, The Institute for Connectivity in the Americas and the Centers of Excellence for teacher training. There was a dialogue also on how to appoint sub-regional and thematic coordinators among the regions.

SEDI mentioned the three main sources for funding: FEMCIDI, the special fund for Summit follow up projects, and external funds.

An efficient consultation mechanism is requested to initiate the dialogue process with all ministries in the construction of possible hemispheric projects.

Inter-Agency Coordination

Presentations were made by the intergovernmental organizations invited to the meeting, based on the strategies being developed regarding the priority themes stated by the Ministers in Punta del Este. 

UNESCO – OREALC 

a. General overview of the commitments adopted by the international agencies as regards education. 

b. Joint efforts are required to advance along the five lines. 

Seeks to promote changes in educational policies and practices. 

Foci of attention of the Latin America Regional Project adopted in Havana, Cuba in November 2002 (distributed document). 

· Educational contents and practices to build a sense/values/citizenship. 

· Teachers and the strengthening of their practices. 

· Cultural views required to turn schools into learning communities. 

· Management and flexibilization of educational systems so that they can offer lifelong learning opportunities. 

· Social responsibility in education. Commitments/Results. 

Initiatives already in progress: 

· Teachers´ professionalization program. 

· Education program for young people and adults.

· Regional Forum of Chairmen of the Education Committees in Parliaments. 

· Meeting of Ministers of Economy and Education. 

Main partners: UNICEF – CEPAL (ECLA) – World Bank – IDB – CPS – FAO – SECAB – Government of Spain – Government of Canada – Government of the United States – Government of Chile. 

Organization of Ibero-American States (OIS-OEI)

a. General overview of the commitments adopted by the international agencies as regards education. 

b. Joint efforts required to advance along the five lines. 

Cooperation Plan Matrix for 2003-2006, organized in three areas: 

· Educational cooperation area: Quality and equity in the Ibero-American Education. 

· Scientific cooperation area: Science, Technology, Society and Innovation in Ibero-America. 

· Cultural Cooperation area: Ibero-America, Cultural Union in Diversity. 

Andrés Bello Convenio 

a. General overview of the commitments adopted by the international agencies as regards education. 

b. Joint efforts required to advance along the five lines. 

As a result of the meeting held in October, the concepts of Vision and Mission, Program Criteria and Operational Efficiency of the Organization have been reviewed. 

Guiding principle: to contribute to the strengthening of a common cultural space through strategies devoted to promote a civic awareness in favor of the integration processes so as to aim at development with social justice and respect for the diversity and identity of the countries. 

The new approach is based on three theme areas: Education with quality and equity for integration; adoption by the citizens of technological-scientific models; promotion of policies fostering the creative capacities for development and for the defense of the natural and cultural heritage. These axes converge in 4 lines of action: information and research; exchange and mobilization; communication and dissemination; support, agreements and policies. 

Financing of regional cooperation in education 

The political will of the World Bank Institute to support the discussion about Education in the Continent was mentioned by the technical secretariat. 

Inter-American Development Bank 

The IDB presented a report on educational strategies in Latin America and the Caribbean and the evolution of national loans for various education levels. It also reported about current projects and the projects specifically begun in response to the commitments of the Summits. The presentation stressed the importance of teacher training and proposed two seminars for a deeper discussion of the topic of financing education.

Open discussion. The countries requested greater support for higher education from the IDB and the other international financing institutions.

The participation of the Civil Society in the Ministerial Meeting 

The General Secretariat of the OAS Summits reported on the consultation activities already carried out with the civil society and submitted a draft document to include the participation of the civil society in the Ministerial Meeting. 

Colombia offered to be the headquarters for a meeting convening the organizations of the society in order to submit a report to the III Meeting of Ministers of Education. 

A way to give voice to different groups of the Civil Society is being sought.  The proposal was that every country should consult with its civil society representatives so that the exchange of ideas at the Meeting is more interesting, since it should not be a milestone in July 2003 but part of a process. 

The idea of a joint work and not just a virtual consultation was proposed. The Secretariat has a network that could be used to promote the horizontal dialogue among organizations, but previous agreement by the countries is required. 

There was consensus about holding a previous meeting with OAS support in Colombia. The countries are encouraged to undergo an internal consultation on the demands of civil society. 

It is finally suggested to countries that they should identify three organizations from civil society, especially those working in special education, gender issues or with indigenous populations, for the meeting in Colombia. They can be grass roots organizations, parents groups, teachers’ organizations or other sectors of civil society. 

FRIDAY APRIL 11TH 
Declaration draft proposal for the III Meeting of Ministers of Education
The proposal revised by the working committee is submitted. 
It is agreed that the proposed declaration will be left to the ministries’ consideration, except for article (3), as requested by the US.

Consensus was reached on the text for the third article: “…as well as those international events that have led to instability…” instead of “as well as armed conflicts”. 
Chile calls the attention that even when it has no preference on the wording, consultation has to be made with the Minister of Education of Chile. Nonetheless, the delegation stresses that the declaration must include a reference about education and its relation with the political, economic and social context. 

Venezuela expresses its reservations and supports Chile’s comment.
The chair concludes the discussion with the approval of article (3) ad referendum of the Ministers of Education who will discuss the proposals, taking due note of the reservations by Chile and Venezuela. 
Draft Agenda for the III Meeting of Ministers of Education
Mexico read the revised proposal. 
The delegates requested: 
· To submit basic documents per each of the 5 priority axes. 
· To add an additional topic for the working tables to resume the topic of “decentralization and participation of the civil society in the construction of national agreements”. 
· Enough time for the Ministers to know each topic in depth and to make presentations as short as possible. 
· To consider two blocks of three round tables each with a length of 2 hours and a half.
· To include the North America region to submit its comments. 
· To take care that the presentations are not boring for the Ministers. The suggestion is to submit a summarized document to be distributed, to devote 5 minutes to oral reports and to submit the presentations to the Chair with enough time for everybody to analyze them in detail. 
· To rethink the first two plenary meetings so that they can enable an open dialogue. 
· To find a way to keep the Ministers interested considering the amount of reports to be submitted. 
· Is the Third Plenary Meeting really necessary? If the answer is yes, the dynamics to be followed has to be carefully analyzed. 
· Which Ministers will make the presentations? Will there be any experts? 
· Discussion Table 3: education as a human right. 
· The Institute for Connectivity in the Americas should have the opportunity of reporting on the progress achieved since the II Meeting of Ministers of Education, as well as on other regional projects. 
· How will the Ministers be distributed at each table? It is better to form fewer working tables. 
· Each country should submit a report on the progress made from Punta del Este to Mexico. 
· Each working table should have one representative per subregion. 
· The conceptual documents of each table should be sent to the Ministers one month before the meeting, so that the Ministerial dialogue is devoted to discuss these topics. 
· There are three topics that could be grouped by submitting a joint document with two-three subjects. The presentations should be based on the reports and include what is going on in each country: the equity and quality topic includes many other subjects; the document should be conceptual and not just a report of the work done so as to motivate the discussion.
Summary by the Chair: there is consensus that the reports must be short and concise, that a report must be submitted on the activities developed from Punta del Este to Mexico City and then open the debate to the Ministers. As regards the tables, there was concern about the number of round tables and the time devoted to them, and the challenge of grouping them at the plenary session was put forth. The delegations agreed that the written reports should arrive with enough time in advance.
Dialogue continues on:

· The social commitments leading to education with quality for all was the main subject in the dialogues and was included in all topics. 
· The delegations suggested using the OAS channels to work on the agenda to be submitted to the CEPCIDI, and informing this is a document that reflects the ideas of the majority gathered at the preparatory meeting, with the certainty that the Ministry will send its OAS delegation the specific comments to introduce changes in order to have a final agenda. 
The Chair accepts the proposal of submitting to the CEPCIDI the agenda developed jointly by the Technical Secretariat and Mexico, adding comments that the ministers may add through their missions to the OAS with suggested changes. 

The Technical Secretariat warns about the lack of resources and states that this issue should be considered at the time of debating the agenda, as well as the number of parallel meetings and costs. 
The United States says that there will be no resources from the OAS for a Meeting of Ministers and a CIE Meeting in the same year. 
Address by the Minister of Education, Science and Technology 

Delegates requested documents to inform ministers as the Argentine Minister Giannestassio entered to greet delegates.  She thanked everyone on behalf of the Argentine government for their work. In May she is giving the position to another minister and reminds that education and equity and the equal distribution of income are a responsibility of democracy. She continued that it is necessary to make transcendental values part of the educational process…for the most vulnerable. She bid everyone farewell.
Conceptual framework for a hemispheric programming as a response to the 5 theme axes of the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education 
The AICD reported on the FEMCIDI 2003 programming. The document about general guidelines for the submission of projects was presented. It explained the basic criteria for project approval and stated that the funds had to be distributed equitably per regions, instead of being allocated to one single project. The importance of leadership by one country to submit the project was underlined. 
The Technical Secretariat stressed that the CIE offers the possibility of ensuring representation from all member states, and the continuity of all actions that it may undertake. The Secretariat has supported member states to make use of the extraordinary resources offered by the OAS. Reference was made to the I Meeting of Ministers and the work required to submit projects, so that old limitations do not reappear. 
The Technical Secretariat must adopt a neutral position and must count on the trust and support of all countries. The Secretariat should provide a space for inter-agency coordination and support the hemispheric projects with the backing of the countries – via themes derived from the Summit and the Ministerial Meeting. 
The minimum criteria for a hemispheric project were underlined. The importance of seizing the moment and of taking advantage of the time extension at the OAS to wait for the projects were also considered. 
The space was opened for comments. 
The support of the Ministers of Finance is also required due to the lack of resources. The OAS does not have the resources required to meet the needs of the Summits of the Americas. The Caribbean requires assistance for tertiary education while international resources on this topic have decreased.  The role of the OAS is to collectively exert pressure on other agencies to be able to negotiate the financing and mobilization of resources. 
A cost/benefit study of the impact of the projects in the countries and of these meetings is required. A political move by the OAS to watch for the countries is requested. 
The success of a hemispheric project does not depend on the fact that resources may be or not from the FEMCIDI. The countries should assume responsibility for the project to assert their leadership. No assumption can be made today that the projects will necessarily materialize. 
What can we request from the OAS? Spaces for political coordination, to share successful national experiences. Topics related to national needs and their integration to a hemispheric proposal were proposed. 
The delegations suggested starting with the discussion of the themes proposed for hemispheric projects. 
In regards to the Technical Secretariat, its role was underlined and the need to take advantage of it firmly stressed. No work methodology to interact with the Secretariat exists. A request was made to the Secretariat to suggest a work methodology. 

The reality of the FEMCIDI is that countries are going to submit national and subregional projects. 
A definition of the themes to draft the proposal was requested. The suggestion referred to the teachers´ training plan, from the initial training to the in-service updating of skills, focusing on the use of new technologies for the training of teachers. Could there be any relationship with the US Centers of Excellence?
The US delegation presented the project of Centers of Excellence for teachers´ training. It submitted a document. 
The Executive Secretariat of CIDI commented on the budget restrictions and the possibility of having more resources at the moment. The Technical Secretariat explained the importance of the financing forum being prepared by the IDB. 
Three workshops were suggested for the afternoon: secondary education, teachers´ training, and equity and quality. 
Composition of the groups and Work in workshop
The delegations are divided into three groups to work on the drafting of a preliminary proposal for hemispheric projects.
Submission of hemispheric projects profiles
Each group presented the conclusions and agreements reached
Project 1: Teacher professional development

Participants: El Salvador, Argentina, Mexico, St. Kitts & Nevis and Trinidad & Tobago 

A common challenge was identified in the area of teacher preparation, shown through the low performance of students in achievement tests. It was agreed on focalizing in teacher education as seen from the centers for teachers’ education, and not from universities.

Three components within the thematic area of Teacher Training: 


1. Pre-service Training in the teacher training institutes 

2. Professional Development of teachers

3. Evaluation Systems

These components would include the following lines of action:

Students’ evaluation methods

Evaluation of professional components

Identification, systematization and exchange of successful experiences

Strategies and methodologies in teacher education

The role of pedagogical assistance in the educational system and in schools

Observatory of the follow-up on teachers’ education. 

Pre-service and continuous education were both addressed as strategic issues for the region.

The project would be developed sub-regionally with the following coordinators:

CARICOM: Trinidad and Tobago

Central America: El Salvador

MERCOSUR: Argentina

Additionally, they agreed in a series of steps for the development of the project:

· Each sub-region will present independent projects to the FEMCIDI

· CARICOM will consult within its region 

· El Salvador commits the region to a project to create the Higher Institute for Training 

· Argentina will consult with the region about the possibility of submitting a project on Evaluation 

· Countries agreed on designing the hemispheric project with the above sub-projects. 

· They will send it to the Technical Secretariat for advice and incorporation into the virtual discussion forum.

Project 2: Secondary Education

Participants: Ecuador, Antigua y Barbuda, St. Lucia, Argentina, Costa Rica, Canada, Chile, and Brazil.

The agreed on the drafting of a project on Secondary Education based on:

1. Labor competency certification

2. Use of educational technologies to reduced drop-outs from the secondary school system

3. Requiring compulsory secondary education for all

4. Changing the institutional and curricular framework of the education system

5. Developing a system that can be systematically operated, providing a road map/ gateway to the world of work and greater student-centeredness

6. Identifying the key factors that will allow for a more inclusive secondary school system


A general project profile was defined as follows:

1. Recovery, systematization and collection of information to build a common and shared framework for secondary education in the Hemisphere.

2. Projects to improve secondary education and articulation with the labor market and higher education.

3. Secondary school as a space where students have a leading role.

As a result of the workshop, Antigua & Barbuda was given the responsibility of drafting a profile proposal.

Project 3: Equity with quality

Participants: Argentina, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru, Brazil, EEUU and Bolivia 

Objectives: 

· Respond to 2010 Education Goals regarding primary education coverage, access, permanence and completion.

· The failure of schools in the hemisphere, with sub-regional characteristics and targeting basic education, where permanence, completion - and the lack of educational quality at graduation - are the main problems. 

· Aim educational policies toward failure prevention in the areas of permanence, graduation and achievements (equity and quality), recovering information from those diagnostics that have already been carried out. The intention is not to offer a remedial approach, but rather a preventive one. 

· Strategies covering policies, classrooms and families. 

· Identify criteria to detect warning signs to prevent and not cure school failure.

· Collect and systematize experiences and initiatives in the hemisphere and background material for decision makers, parents and teachers.

· Recommendations for preventive policies.

Argentina was given the responsibility of drafting a profile proposal.

Mexico requested to be included in the project.

Project coordinators:

Project 1: will begin with sub-regional coordination

Project 2: Antigua & Barbuda

Project 3: Argentina

A virtual forum for the process of drafting and coordinating the hemispheric projects is requested to the technical secretariat.

The chair accepts the offer of the OAS to open a virtual forum.

With regards to the continuation of the project PRIE, a ministerial pronouncement is required. Chile will present in the CIE the advancements of PRIE and financial mechanisms will be established for its continuation. Chile will also offer the leadership of the project to the member states.

The information with regards to then hemispheric projects will be distributed to all member states so that they may all be informed.

Draft Agenda Proposal for the III Meeting of Ministers

A proposal drafted by a group of delegations is read.

It is suggested that the Secretary of Education of Mexico should make a presentation on four themes: teacher training, civic and values education, the new role of the school and secondary education reform. 

Three ministers at the Plenary should develop the theme of the building greater social commitment for a quality education for all.

Brazil’s proposal is approved: two debates: “education throughout the continent: challenges to be faced” and “prospective vision on education in the continent: steps to follow”, emphasizing themes agreed on by the ministers. 

The United States, Antigua & Barbuda, and Argentina are requested to work with Mexico and the Technical Secretariat of the OAS to draft an agenda by April 30th, to be present to CEPCIDI by May 15th.

CIE authorities will be established through diplomatic channels of the OAS.

The delegations request the Final Agenda, the Declaration and other support documents, as well as the documentation of CIE, to be distributed one month prior to the celebration of the Ministerial Meeting. It is requested that the Technical Secretariat open a virtual forum to promote dialogue about the ministerial meeting, as well as the use of all formal channels of the OAS.

Closing session of the Preparatory Meeting 
Trinidad and Tobago offered to host the IV Ministerial Meeting, to be held in the year 2005. The proposal was supported by the delegations present.

The meeting was formally closed with remarks from the Executive Secretariat of CIDI, México and Argentina. 
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