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FINAL REPORT OF THE THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

I.  BACKGROUND

The Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), was held from August 11-13, 2003 in Mexico City.  The Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI, in its resolution CEPCIDI/RES.84 (LXXXVII-O/03) of March 2003, accepted Mexico’s offer to host the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education and approved the invitation to hold the meeting from August 11-13, 2003 in Mexico City.

II.  PARTICIPANTS

The meeting was attended by 29 national delegations, 19 of which were headed by Ministers of Education.  There were also high-ranking officers from 13 international agencies involved in education issues in the Hemisphere.

The List of Participants, published as document CIDI/RME/doc.10/03 Rev.1, appears as an Appendix to the present report.

III.  PROCEEDINGS

In conformity with Article 27 of the Regulations, a preparatory session, an inaugural session, five plenary sessions, and a closing session were held.  The List of Official Documents recorded by the Secretariat is published as document CIDI/RME/doc.12/03 Rev. 1.
PRELIMINARY SESSION 


The principal representatives of the 14 delegations attending held the preliminary session on August 10, 2003 at 10:00, before the formal opening of the Meeting.  The session was chaired by Dr. Daniel González Spencer, Director General of International Relations of the Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico as Coordinator of G-11.  The agenda focused on the resolutions and the Declaration of Mexico.


At the preliminary session, Mr. Reyes Tamez Guerra was unanimously elected to chair the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI.  Trinidad and Tobago was elected as Vice Chair.

INAUGURAL SESSION


The inaugural session was held on August 11, 2003 at 10:00.  Mr. Reyes Tamez Guerra, Secretary of Public Education of Mexico, Mr. César Gaviria, Secretary General of the Organization of American States, and Mr. Vicente Fox Quesada, President of the United Mexican States, spoke at the inaugural session. 


The texts of the addresses delivered at this session are attached to the present report as appendices.

PREPARATORY SESSION


The preparatory session took place from August 11, 2003.  During this session, the decisions taken at the preliminary session were formally adopted and they were subsequently approved at the first plenary session:


(a)
Election of the officers of the Meeting



Mr. Reyes Tamez Guerra, Secretary of Public Education of the United Mexican States, was elected Chair of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI, and Hon. Hazel Manning, Senator and Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago, who offered her country to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education, was elected Vice Chair.


(b)
Adoption of the Work Schedule



The Schedule for the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, published as document CIDI/RME/doc.1/03 corr. 1, was adopted without any changes.  This document is attached to the present report as an appendix.


(c)
Deadline for the presentation of proposals



It was agreed that the deadline for submitting proposals for resolutions be set at 12:00 on August 12.


(d)
Duration of the Meeting



It was decided that the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI be closed after the end of the fifth plenary session, scheduled for August 13, 2003 at 13:00.


(e)
Composition of the Style Committee



The Chair of the Meeting reported that the Style Committee would be comprised of one delegate for each official OAS language and proposed that the delegations of Mexico, Haiti, Brazil and the United States revise the final report and documents of the Third Meeting.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION


The first plenary session was held on August 11 and was apprised of the Progress Report since the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education submitted by the Head of the Delegation of Uruguay and the Reports on the Activities in preparation for the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education.

1. Progress Report since the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education



Ms. Helena Costábile Lorenzo, Head of the Delegation of Uruguay, reported on the Progress on the Follow-up on the Education Mandates of the Summit of the Americas since the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education.  The Delegate presented the commitments of the Declaration of the Ministers of Education of the Americas; the Declaration against Violence; and the Resolutions on the Follow-up Mechanisms and the Project Proposals in the Area of Education.



In her presentation, the Delegate of Uruguay referred to the tasks entrusted to the OAS to follow-up on the commitments made at the Third Summit of the Americas and at the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education.  She reported on the activities carried out by the Unit for Social Development and Education to promote horizontal cooperation mechanisms by means of seminars to reflect on the national education programs most requested by the countries and that are contained in the Portfolio of Programs presented at the Second Meeting of Ministers, as well as on the activities carried out as Technical Secretariat to support the countries in the process of establishing the Inter-American Committee on Education.  

2. Report on the Activities to Prepare for the Third Meeting of Ministers


Ms. Sofialeticia Morales, Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE) of the Organization of American States, as Technical Secretariat of the ministerial meetings, presented the most important activities carried out to prepare for the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education.  She highlighted the work done regarding the Hemispheric Dialogues on Education; the Meeting with Civil Society Organizations; and the Inter-American Meeting on Intercultural Bilingual Education, which are specified below:


2.1
Mr. Jorge Gutiérrez, Head of the Information and Communication Technologies Program of the World Bank Institute (WBI), reported on three interactive videoconferences organized by WBI, the Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico (SEP), and UDSE/OAS in July 2003. They were aimed at consolidating and furthering the dialogue on hemispheric and subregional challenges and strategies to be tackled regarding the topics of the three hemispheric projects:  equity with quality for basic education, secondary education, and teacher training.  The Ministers of Education and advisors of the coordinating countries of the hemispheric projects participated in these interactive videoconferences. 


2.2
Ms. Cecilia María Vélez, Minister of National Education of Colombia, reported on the Meeting with the Civil Society Organizations held, with support from the Technical Secretariat, in Bogotá in July 2003 and attended by 16 academic institutions, teachers, parents, indigenous representatives, and the handicapped.  It highlighted the interest of civil society organizations in consolidating their work with the Ministries of Education by means of clear policies and greater transparency in information. 




Ms. Cecilia González Ortiz, Director General of the Mexican Confederation for the Intellectually Handicapped (CONFE), and Mr. Trevor Oliver of the Trinidad and Tobago Unified Teachers’ Association, who participated in the Bogotá meeting, read the Civil Society Declaration, which appears in the volume of appendices to the present report (CIDI/RME/doc.5/03).


2.3
Ms. Sylvia Schmelkes, General Coordinator for Intercultural Bilingual Education (EIB) of the Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico, reported on the Seminar Workshop “Quality in Education in Multicultural Contexts:  The Challenges of Intercultural Bilingual Education,” which was organized with support from the Technical Secretariat in December 2001 in Puebla, Mexico. Mr. Ireneo Rojas, Professor and Researcher of the University Michoacana of San Nicolás de Hidalgo, Mexico, read the Declaration of Indigenous Peoples, appearing in the volume of appendices to the present report (CIDI/RME/doc.6/03).
MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE


The Ministers of Education of Guatemala, Brazil, Bolivia, and Mexico, as well as the Vice Minister of Ecuador, endorsed the statements of the Declarations of Civil Society and of Indigenous Peoples.  Likewise, they commented on the consistency between both declarations and the political measures adopted in their countries, especially with reference to multicultural bilingual education.  They suggested that the proposal of the Declaration of Civil Society to request foreign debt forgiveness for the benefit of children and their education be included in the Declaration of Mexico.

SECOND PLENARY SESSION


The second plenary session was held on August 11 and dealt with the following topics:

1. The present state of education in the Hemisphere:  existing challenges


Mr Reyes Tames Guerra, Secretary of Public Education of Mexico, presented the report on the state of education in the Americas, which was based on the findings of the Regional Educational Indicators Program (PRIE). He described, from a sub-regional perspective the demographic, social and economic context; access, participation and progress in the educational systems; human and economic resources invested on education; quality of education; and the social impact of education. With regards to the challenges in the continent, he commented on the need to update the national statistics database and align them to PRIE indicators; and to respond to a highly socio-economic and cultural heterogeneous context, with strong education contrasts. Commenting on the complexity of the situation, he addressed the importance of achieving consensus to face common challenges in the region. In that sense, he mentioned as priority areas: actions to ensure equity with quality in education for all; programs to educate the new generation of teachers and update their service in order to achieve a new School management strategy based on teachers’ needs; strengthening the decentralization of decision making processes and promoting participation; promote programs to achieve the goals of the Americas, not only on basic education, but also on secondary education, with special emphasis on the certification of labor competencies; to implement strategies for the use of new information and communications technologies; and provide continuity and improve the Regional Educational Indicators Program (PRIE) which should be linked to an Inter-American evaluation of quality education.

The Chair of the Meeting invited the Chilean Delegation to present the report on the state of education in the Hemisphere and the challenges to be addressed. 


Mr. Christian Cox, Head of the Chilean Delegation, started the presentation of the report by specifying that the background leading to the Regional Project on Education Indicators (PRIE) was the mandate of the Second Summit of the Americas to create systems of indicators to follow up on and evaluate fulfillment of the goals established in the action programs; the First Meeting of Ministers of Education in Brasilia, which approved the Project and entrusted Chile with its coordination; and the publication of the Regional Report “Educational Panorama of the Americas.”  He emphasized that the PRIE developed twenty-five (25) indicators and five (5) categories of analysis aimed at offering an integrative perspective, capable of achieving relevance and influencing the decision making of each government and its respective society.  Likewise, he reported that, for the implementation of this project, OAS, UNESCO-OREALC, OECD, and World Education Indicators Programme (WEI) joined their efforts and contributions. The project benefited from funding by the governments of Brazil, Canada, Chile, United States, and Mexico, as well as international organizations and agencies such as USAID, UNESCO, the Andrés Bello Agreement, and the World Bank.


Mr. Javier González, member responsible for the technical team of PRIE, underscored the most relevant aspects of the work carried out among the 34 countries and five regions comprising OAS.  


The Secretary of Education of Mexico delivered to all the participating delegations the technical and political documents and CDs on the education system and programs of the United Mexican States, including main figures, education for life and work, community centers connected to Internet, quality schools, classroom libraries, and adult education. 

2. Subregional Challenges:



During this session, reports on the state of education in each subregion were presented.  The following took the floor:  Mr. Rolando E. Marín Coto, Minister of Education of El Salvador, for the Central American region and the Dominican Republic; Hon. Hazel Manning, Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago, for the Caribbean countries; Mr. Aristóbulo Isturiz, Minister of Education of Venezuela, for the Andean countries; and Mr. Daniel Filmus, Minister of Education, Science, and Technology of Argentina, for the MERCOSUR countries.  Likewise, Ms. Dianne Cunningham, Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities and Chair of the Council of Ministers of Education of Canada, who spoke on behalf of the ministers of education of the ten provinces and three territories of Canada, also took the floor.  At the closing of the sesson, Mr. Alfredo Arosemena Ferreyros, Peruvian Ambassador to Mexico, presented the document “Equity and Quality in Education: Achievements” from the Ministry of Education of Peru, which is included in the volume of appendices to the present report.  The comments made by the Ministers of Education at this session are provided below.



Mr. Rolando Ernesto Marín Coto, Minister of Education of El Salvador ,presented the Central American situation, with special emphasis on the challenges of access, staying in the school system, dropout and successful graduation.  He commented that the Central American countries are building up the expansion of education opportunities, teacher training, and secondary and vocational education.  He added that there are programs in the region that meet the needs of indigenous peoples, groups with learning difficulties, literacy teaching, rural education, and children with special needs.  In response to the challenges of teacher training and quality, he presented the work carried out in:  modernizing the curriculum of teacher training schools, integrating empirical teachers into the formal system, working jointly with teachers from pre-school to secondary education, and bridging the gaps between urban and rural and indigenous schools through distance learning programs.  As for the challenge of secondary education and vocational guidance, he pointed out that, in the Dominican Republic and Nicaragua, actions for adapting the curriculum to the labor context, with the joint intervention of the education and labor sectors are being developed.  Furthermore, in El Salvador, there are secondary education centers focusing greater emphasis on vocational training.  Finally he commented that the challenges require greater financial and technical resources, creativity, communication and solidarity.



Hon. Hazel Manning, Senator and Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago, started her presentation by mentioning the following challenges for the Caribbean region:  globalization, economic challenges, 16% unemployment, the incorporation of information and communication technologies, the situation of single-parent families, the rise in drug use, increased AIDS infection, and the formation of juvenile gangs.  These problems are affecting the educational system, which has its own challenges such as:  obsolete curriculum contents, high illiteracy rate, changes in the ways of evaluating skills, lack of integration of ICTs into education, weak teacher training from initial to secondary education; inadequate policy of recruiting teachers with inadequate teacher certification, evaluation, and accreditation systems, high repetition rates, and lack of harmonization between skills and competence certified by school diplomas and skills for jobs.  Among the immediate measures, she indicated that the Caribbean countries are willing to maximize resources and reform educational systems to provide integral care for teachers, from child to secondary education, with modernized curriculum contents and a wider use of distance learning.



Mr. Aristóbulo Istúriz, Minister of Education, Culture, and Sports of Venezuela, took the floor on behalf of the Andean countries.  He recognized that the Declarations of Dakar and Santiago contain common commitments:  poverty abatement, equity, equality of opportunities, and quality education for all.  He pointed out that educational problems are related to socioeconomic conditions and the quality of teachers.  He underscored that one of the challenges is the universalization of initial education.  He assured that, to contribute to the permanence of basic education, the gap in initial education has to be bridged, and this involves compensating for the shortages between zero and six years of age and training the family.  As for higher education, he commented that the greatest challenge is the lack of linkage with the job market.  He also mentioned other problems, among which:  little training for reading, few hours at school, management monitoring, the lack of legitimate information to develop national systems for indicators, the relevance of the curriculum, little backing from the media for forming values and the challenges of teacher training.



Mr. Daniel Filmus, Minister of Education, Science and Technology of Argentina, on behalf of the MERCOSUR countries, recalled that the decade of the eighties was referred to as the lost decade because of the rise in poverty and disparities.  In the nineties, he said, poverty and disparities have persisted and are affecting the results of the education system.  He mentioned two major challenges:  the first, that education should become a core tool for governments, because the education model cannot be discussed without referring to competitiveness and the value of work.  Therefore, it is necessary to come together to dialogue with the other sectors.  The second, that it is necessary to establish one’s own systems for comparison and indicators to analyze and compare education systems and the impact of the transformations carried out by the region’s countries.  He mentioned as examples the need to study the compensatory policies that were implemented, the benefits of the processes of decentralization or centralization, the changes in teacher training, and the better use of state resources.  He seconded the request of the Ministers of Brazil and Brazil to swap part of the foreign debt for education.  He suggested that, if these funds were to be secured, they should be allocated with the participation of civil society organizations.



Ms. Dianne Cunningham, Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities and Chair of the Council of Ministers of Education of Canada, commented that the Council she chairs gives priority to the following challenges: poverty abatement and analyzing the impact of education on this goal; increasing the participation of civil society; consolidating hemispheric work in education by identifying successful experiences in student performance, access and quality education.  She commented on measures taken by Canada to address these priorities, such as the use of tele-education approaches with broad contents for university instructors and community leaders.  She mentioned the Quebec Program on Connectivity Villages where private schools work with each other and equip the region.  The organized network addresses pre-school, basic and higher education, and all levels of government and the private sector participate.  She commented on the incentives for gaining access to remote areas, such as the exemption from paying school enrolment fees and government loans.  There still persists the challenge of the country’s cultural diversity and the need to train teachers and bring them up to date regarding this.  The impact of federal government policies is being published every three years since 1996-1999; the third report will be published this year.

MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE:



After the presentations, all delegations were invited to participate in the dialogue.  They emphasized the importance of analyzing the possibility of swapping debt service for education and the linkage between economic growth, the development model and progress in education.  They also added the need for countries of the Hemisphere to participate in international examinations such PISA, the pledge to use Information and Communication Technologies adequately, and the urgency of tackling the lag in teacher training and the participation of young people. 

3.
Signing of the Accord for free use of the EDUSAT System


At a special ceremony, held in the Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico and attended by all the delegations and high-ranking officials of the Mexican Government, Mr. Reyes Tamez Guerra, Secretary of Public Education of Mexico, and Mr. César Gaviria, Secretary General of the OAS, signed the Accord for the free use of the Educational Television Satellite System (EDUSAT), which will be broadcasting educational programs for benefit of the 34 members countries of the OAS. In a symbolic gesture, the Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico gave antennas as a gift to all the delegations.

THIRD PLENARY SESSION


On August 12, the third plenary session was held with the following presentations:
1.
No child left behind: Achieving quality education for all children




The Secretary of Education of the United States of America, Mr. Roderick Paige, made a presentation on the Act referred to as “No Child Left Behind:  Achieving Quality Education for All Children,” passed by U.S. Congress in 2001.  The Act is aimed at improving the academic achievement of children and fostering education with democratic values.  For this purpose, he emphasized the importance of having the methodologies of teachers focus on the needs of the children.  Likewise, this law requires that schools submit annual reports called “Accountability of the Academic Results and School Achievement of Children” between third and eighth grades.  The law is being implemented in all the states and the District of Columbia of the United States.  He also reported that the strategy used by the Department of Education includes work associated with other international organizations, learning from the experiences of other countries, and support for teacher training through Centers of Excellence in Peru, Jamaica, and Honduras. 

2.
Subregional Prospects 


During this session, the Ministers of Education reflected on the experiences of their countries and the subregions they belong to.  Mr. Silvio de Franco, Minister of Education, Culture, and Sports of Nicaragua, spoke on behalf of the Central American region and the Dominican Republic; Mr. Timothy Harris, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Education of Saint Kitts and Nevis, spoke on behalf of the Caribbean countries; Mr. Roberto Rodríguez Saltos, Vice-Minister of Education of Ecuador, spoke for the Andean countries; and Mr. Cristovam Ricardo Buarque, Minister of Education of Brazil, spoke on behalf of the MERCOSUR countries.  Ms. Dianne Cunningham, Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities and Chair of the Council of Ministers of Education of Canada, representing the ministers of the ten provinces and three territories of Canada, also spoke.



Mr. Silvio de Franco, Minister of Education, Culture, and Sports of Nicaragua, reflected on education in situations of poverty and the globalization process.  The education model that is being developed determines a socioeconomic model; it conditions the development style, and therefore it is important to have a clear idea of the objectives of education and what is meant by quality.  He asserted that education starts at the mother’s breast and extends from birth up to adulthood.  It is necessary to move forward from a sectoral approach toward an intersectoral perspective that envisages health, nutrition and education.  He commented on the need to focus on the poorest of the poor, to look for relevant learning, know-how and skills inserted in context, with quality curriculums, which in addition to reading skills, mathematics, and science, include values and computer skills.  He pointed out the need to organize horizontal information networks between teachers and at all levels.  To tackle the challenges of education, he proposed the following tasks:  improving the quality of inputs, among which infrastructure and textbooks; improving economies of scale; having a greater intercultural understanding of the curriculum; and conducting horizontal exchanges of technology, among others.



Mr. Cristovam Ricardo Buarque, Minister of Education of Brazil, reported on what the challenge of having lagging children means for his country.  In response to this problem, the school scholarship program called Bolsa Escola, was established; it started up in 1995 and was extended in 2002 to encompass 10.7 million children between six and sixteen years of age. Among the program’s characteristics, he pointed out the incentives for low-income families so that children will stay in school and improve their quality of living; ensuring quality education for children with well-trained teachers who have the necessary materials for their performance.  He reported that, in Brazil, a national coalition is being formed beyond the teachers and the education sector.  Other established goals are:  all schools should have an integral six-hour daily program; as of 2006 the age to start school is four years old; child labor should be eradicated; and all adults should be literate.  The Minister reported that, by the year 2022, Brazil should achieve the same level of education as those of countries with the same per capita income.  He concluded by commenting on the relevance and importance of moving ahead toward a hemispheric alliance for education to further extend cooperation and mutual support for common challenges throughout the continent.


Mr. Timothy Harris, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Education of Saint Kitts and Nevis, reported that his country adopted the Education for All commitment, to universalize secondary education.  He commented that quality and equity require factors such as: education infrastructure, reformed curriculum, flexible teachers trained in the society of knowledge and on the job, with incentives and scholarships.  He added that the most highly qualified teachers are being recruited by other countries.  He mentioned that his core concern is the challenge of training teachers; incorporating relevance and cultural identity in their training; providing them with tools for the use of new technologies; incorporating the values that each community finds relevant into their training; promoting their participation with families and in the community; in addition facilitating basic infrastructure, modern computer equipment, laboratories and resources, which the State must provide.



Mr. Roberto Rodríguez Saltos, Vice-Minister of Education of Ecuador, compared the characteristics of contextualized education in a model of traditional society in times of crisis for action by the State.  He reported about some of the programs that his government is developing as part of the Education Plan 2003–2013, which includes: a new school with new teachers, the transformation of two-teacher schools; the incorporation of school meal programs; mechanisms to avoid the migration of Ecuadorian teachers by providing national incentives.  The “Knowledge Caravans” will be also organized to raise the quality of education and make social equity practical, with priority focused on rural areas.  The focus will be on single-teacher schools, and the Emergency Plan for the Ecuadorian coastal region will be supported.



Ms. Dianne Cunningham, Chair of the Council of Ministers of Education of Canada, favored education closer to home, pointing out that it should it should rely on the health sector, especially if there are children with special needs.  In Canada, more than 70,000 children belong to this group.  Among the most relevant experiences, she mentioned: the pilot program for hyperactive children of Nova Scotia, addressing reading and writing deficiencies in New Brunswick, and the adult education program of Alberta. The Council of Ministers used strategies to identify the most qualified teachers, innovators, and researchers who incorporate the use of Information and Communication Technologies and who work in areas where economic conditions are poor, at all education levels.  In the aboriginal populations, with low economic income and educational level, inclusion is the priority.  In 2002, a teacher training program started up.
MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE



During the dialogue, the Ministers and Heads of Delegation highlighted the value of education as a social investment and the need for strategies to focus on the most vulnerable groups.  Regarding this, they emphasized the importance of learning about the programs that have been successfully implemented, such as the Bolsa Escola of Brazil or Oportunidades of Mexico, to learn about them, evaluate them and disseminate them throughout the region.  Comments were made about the transformations of the curriculums that were made to tackle multicultural contexts, the insertion into a globalized world, and the incorporation of new technologies.  Pending challenges regarding the supply of infrastructure and teacher training were mentioned, as well as the need to prioritize points of attention, in a context where budget resources allocated to the education sector are insufficient in most countries.



The ministers seconded the proposal of the Civil Society Declaration to request forgiveness of part of the foreign debt of the countries for education.  Argentina proposed creating an organization that would manage an Education Trust Fund based on contributions of donors and where the governments would decide what to do with these resources.  The ministers also supported Brazil in its initiative to set up a continental alliance for education, with the participation of social, political, and economic sectors.



As for Mexico, through its Secretariat of Public Education, it accepted to ensure continuity of the Regional Project on Education Indicators.  The Secretary of Education of Mexico, Mr. Reyes Tamez, expressed his thanks and accepted to coordinate the PRIE in partnership with UNESCO.  He also requested the ministers to present their successful educational experiences to build up the Portfolio of Programs of the meeting’s Technical Secretariat. 



The ministers ratified their position to continue working with the OAS at the hemispheric level, by subregion and by means of bilateral agreements.  They requested greater participation of civil society institutions and parents.  They recommended that cooperation agencies and donors work in partnership to avoid the duplication of efforts.



Some ministers requested guaranteeing the inclusion of those who are excluded from the day they are born, ensuring greater access to initial education, and focusing greater attention on teacher training and incentives, which is the core of efforts for quality.  They recommended that action be taken to address problems of malnutrition and illiteracy, which require responses beyond the education sector.

3.
Launch of the Educational Channel of the Americas (CEA 27) 



On August 12, the Educational Channel of the Americas (CEA), integrated into the EDUSAT Network, was launched in real time.  It is aimed at joining the efforts of different Latin American education models, with responsibility for programming in all OAS member countries. Channel 27 will have differentiated programs and will provide access to all the training materials of the countries.  Its objectives are: contributing to educational at all levels; building up international ties and using satellite television through the EDUSAT Network to expand service coverage quantitatively and qualitatively. 
4.
Invitation by Mexico to participate in a Hemispheric Project on ICTs in Education


Mr. Jaime Tacher, Director General of Educational Television of SEP of Mexico, invited the countries to participate in the project of drawing up an inventory of the public and private institutions that work in using ICTs.  He proposed a 180-day deadline for submitting inputs, to be reviewed at a meeting in Ecuador where subregional and hemispheric educational practices will also be presented.



Mr. Reyes Tamez, Secretary of Education, reflected upon the gaps in terms of equity in higher education, where there is not enough financial support.  In Mexico only 0.9% of young people between 18 and 23 years of age attend university.  The government has to expand its coverage, establish a university that can handle 35,000 students per week.  This is possible if ICTs are used.  He reported that at present, 20% of secondary school students are participating in Telesecundaria (lower secondary school learning with television support).  In basic education, the strategy for using computers, one per class, is being changed and is being supplemented by electronic textbooks.  It is felt that it facilitates the work of the teachers and that it can exert a major impact, in addition to the advantages of the educational videotheque, which can store up to 40,0 videos through Internet.

5.
Presentation by Mr. Ronald Scheman, Director General of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development


Mr. Ronald Scheman reflected on the role of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development of the OAS and the Unit for Social Development and Education to meet the Hemisphere’s education needs.  Regarding the use of the EDUSAT satellite signal, he offered collaboration to install the antennas given by SEP to all the member countries.  Likewise, he commented on the Agency’s efforts to look for funding to suppor education programs, mentioning as an example the agreements drawn up with Microsoft and Mastercard.



He commented on the progress achieved by the Educational Portal of the Americas since its start-up at the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education, thanks to support from the United States.  The objective is to make the Portal available to meet the needs of all the member States, through distance learning strategies.



He commented on the importance of the Inter-American Committee on Education as a forum to work jointly with the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank; and he highlighted the importance of partnerships with the private sector to generate funds to finance and support education in the Hemisphere.

SESSION OPENED FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF THE MINISTERS


The Minister of Belize reported that, along with the Agency and the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas of Canada, they will be participating in teacher training systems and the program for the rural area, so that teachers can have educational resources and improve the access and quality of education in rural areas.  The access to information will enrich their training and promote integration of local contents.  They will take advantage of the satellite signal, although many rural areas lack suitable infrastructure.

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION


On August 12, the fourth plenary session was held.  It focused on the topic “The Challenges of Educational Funding in the Hemisphere,” jointly organized with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).  The topic was addressed with an introduction by IDB and research conducted by the UNESCO Institute for Statistics and ECLAC.  After these presentations, there were three panels comprised of technical experts, private-sector representatives, and ministers of education and finance of the member States. 


Mr. Carlos Jarque, Director of the Sustainable Development Department of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) introduced the topic “Educational Funding:  A Long-term Investment” for the purpose of starting up a dialogue on the availability of resources to fund cooperation in education.  He mentioned that, despite the efforts made by the governments of Latin America and the Caribbean, they have not been able to ensure sustained human and economic growth.  He reminded those attending that the region is the most unequal in terms of income and human capital in the world.  This session included two technical presentations:

1.
Evolution, present status, and prospects for educational funding in the region


Mr. Albert Motivans, officer of the UNESCO Institute for Statistics, presented the topics to start up the thinking process: i) quality of data and lack of availability of data; ii) the relevance of these data as policy indicators; iii) the comparison and consistency of data over time; and iv) long-term processes for the analysis of indicators existing in the PRIE and the OECD.  He reviewed the tables with comparative world information on: quality and equity linked to funding levels; who funds education and for what purposes are these funds used; rules for funding, education cost estimates, impact of repetition on the cost of education.  Some of the conclusions were:

· Resources for education have risen in the nineties.  The resources for primary schooling increased although in each country the distribution of these resources per student, year, and level varies.  In some countries, the expenditure for the tertiary level is higher than for other levels.  The private sector makes a major contribution to the education of some countries, substantially at the tertiary level.

· Efforts to expand education are recording positive results.  The future of education is offering of “window of opportunities” for some and the challenge of keeping up the level of participation for others.

· The costs for repetition represent an additional demand for teachers and funding.

2.
The impact of investment in education on economic, social, and human development


Mr. José Pablo Arellano of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) presented a study drawn up by the organization he represents.  Regarding the contributions of education to development, he mentioned that:

· Latin America has the highest rates of return on education.  The rate of return on primary education is higher, but even more substantial if early education is taken into account.  With one more year of education, the rate of return is up to 12% higher in the region.

· In the nineties, investment in education grew from 2.9% to 3.9% of GDP.  In the region, dropout rates declined from 45% to 37 % (32% to 27% in rural areas and 64% to 51% in urban areas).

· The region needs to reduce lower the age of school enrollment and extend coverage to a higher age; policies of incentives and benefit adapted to the age of the children and the policies to fund the expansion of higher learning are also needed.

· Regarding the education governance system, he mentioned problems that need to be resolved, among which:  teacher absenteeism, promotion system, excessive regulations, high turnover of political authorities, little incidence of parents and civil society in policies, distance between universities and challenges of the education system, response to the migratory problem, sustainability of political measures.  Finally, he recalled that, in education for life, universities have a very important role to play.
PANEL 1:
Toward renovated visions of educational funding (Hemispheric Perspectives)


The moderator for the panel was Mr. Ronald Scheman, Director of IACD/OAS, who introduced the five panelists: 

Mr. Fernando Canales Clariond, Secretary of Economy of Mexico, commented on the importance of education for the country’s economic development, productivity, and economic and social benefits.  He restored the formula of increasing the years of schooling because of the increment in productivity that each additional year of study generates.  Among the achievements of the Mexican system, he mentioned:  the expansion of enrollment, the incorporation of women, the development of vocational education, and the notable financial efforts made by governments.  Among the deficiencies he emphasized the slowdown of school enrollment, the high segmentation of the educational system, and disparities in funding.  He added that one of the challenges for Mexico is the investment in education as a percentage of public spending.  He commented on the strategies to increase access to higher education, among which:  microcredit systems to help the most destitute, expanding schemes for educational loans; greater impetus for the use of ICTs in education; striving for inter-sector coordination; and linking education to labor.  With a renovated perspective on the funding of education, the factors promoting competitiveness in Mexico are:  private-sector participation, the balance between education costs and spending; and transparency in spending.


Mr. Juan Carlos Navarro, Education Specialist of the Inter-American Development Bank, described the trends in loans to the education sector, in country operations and regional projects.  The typical composition of loans is changing, from investment in infrastructure to greater training.  He commented on the importance of technical assistance to identify trends and sound practices, support applied research and evaluation, offer opportunities for technical and political exchange, joining efforts with other organizations.  He reported on the contributions by IDB in response to the mandates of the Summit of the Americas.  He asserted that funding is an instrument of the strategy.  In the search for positive results, he mentioned the importance of project sustainability, the efficiency of internal spending to avoid duplication or exclusion, the search for consensus of education initiatives with civil society, and accountability.  He commented on the need for a permanent reflection on the challenges of funding, as well as the consolidation of regional mechanisms to support multilateral cooperation.


Mr. Harry Patrinca, World Bank officer, referred to the evolution of loans; the Bank’s challenges and support strategies in the region and priorities for the future.  Loans for education recorded an upward trend.  In 2003, they account for 13% of the World Bank’s total annual funds.  The most immediate challenges in terms of loan requests are:  universal coverage of basic education, secondary education coverage, quality, education for the entire life, post-secondary education, innovation, use of ICTs, and research.  The innovations being supported involve private-sector initiatives in partnership with the public sector; matching resources with school enrolment levels, and student loans for higher education.


Mr. Héctor Rangel Domene, President of the Coordinating Council of Entrepreneurs of Latin America and the Caribbean, asserted that the funding of education should be tackled from the angle of social demand.  Rather than expand coverage, it is urgent to have quality school systems with competitive advantages.  From the viewpoint of businessmen, globalization is a fact and a highly skilled labor force is a requirement for the development of entreprises, competitiveness, and competition between each other.  Students should graduate with computer skills and English, problem-solving capacity, structured, logical, and critical thinking, work habits and ethical values.  The participation of the business sector in education has been expanding in Mexico since the seventies.  In 1998, a Private-Sector Education Commission was established to function as a link with SEP.  This Commission managed to secure the participation of parents in the funding and definition of contents and programs; support for decentralization and regionalization; stimulus for competition and evaluation; the orientation of quality with a better linkage between the real economy and the skills and programs of students.  For the private sector, education is strategic, should further involve civil society (enterprises, organizations, parents, among others), and requires better-trained teachers with adequate salaries, admission examinations, and incentives for those who achieve excellence.


Mr. David Evans, Education Chief, Latin America/Caribbean Bureau, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) recalled the background to the U.S. “No Child Left Behind” Act.  He commented on U.S. policy aimed at linking investment in education to the total human capital investment strategy.  Despite the rise in public spending for education, there is no evidence on student achievement that is not consistent with investment.  Furthermore, resources are wasted because of drop-out and repetition.  In Latin America, four times less is invested per student than in OECD member countries.  To reach the coverage goals established by the Summits of the Americas, he proposed looking for alternatives to increase investment in education, among which partnerships between the public and private sectors; better tax collection; and changing the costs of university education for students.  He also reported on the contribution made by the United States in Latin America and the Caribbean through USAID in response to the goals of the Summits: (a) The establishment of Centers of Excellence for Teacher Training for two years now to improve the instruction of reading and writing skills for children from 1st to 3rd grades of primary school.  There are three Centers in Latin America, in Jamaica, Honduras, and Peru. (b) Support for the Program of Promoting Educational Reform for Latin America and the Caribbean (PREAL) to improve effectiveness and accountability; (c) support for the development of a common system of standards and indicators for the hemisphere, under the leadership of Chile and UNESCO. 

DIALOGUE


The delegations expressed their concern for the flight of skilled labor from the countries; the difficulties of the poorest countries to achieve sustained growth and development; the lack of government resources; and the difficulties of some sectors or services to secure loans from financing organizations.

PANEL 2:   Toward renovated visions of educational funding (National Perspectives)


Ms. Vilma Villalobos, Minister of Economy of Costa Rica, reiterated that education exerts an impact on economic growth, equity, and income distribution.  Education is indispensable to reduce poverty, generate opportunities, and improve the quality of life.  Within the economic, political, and social outlook of Costa Rica in the 21st century, she pointed out the following challenges:  maximizing opportunities, reducing poverty by 20%, and increasing the potential of all the country’s indicators.  In this context, it is hoped that education will offer sound, skilled, competent human resources.  She commented that the budget for education is the only one that can grow despite the public deficit.  The Constitution of Costa Rica guarantees an investment in education amounting to at least 6% of GDP.  In 2002, it was 5.5% of GDP, and it will continue to grow, in addition to the contribution from the private sector.  Education is compulsory until the ninth grade and free until the eleventh grade.  Another policy is to bring educational and technical supply closer in line with the needs of the productive sector, requiring knowledge of English, computer skills, and mathematics.  Education is a national priority, and domestic public efforts are being made to guarantee economic stability and skilled human resources.


Ms. Cecilia María Vélez White, Minister of Education of Colombia, commented on some of Colombia’s indicators in an international context.  Regarding per capita investment in education, she pointed out the problems of insufficient resources and poor allocation of available funds.  In the decade of 1991-2001, administration was decentralized and shifted to the departments and optionally to the municipalities.  Funds were transferred, taking into consideration the type of population, the level of poverty and the fiscal effort of each department.  With the challenge of ensuring the efficiency of transfers, strategies were changed, with resources per student being allocated in the municipalities and 56% of the royalties from oil and gas development aimed at education for the vulnerable populations.  As a result, it was possible to subsidize the education of children in conditions of vulnerability.  With a World Bank loan, 100,000 loans for university students from the poorest sectors of the population were financed.  New private investment resources will be consolidated and sought.  She concluded by specifying that the funding strategy should guarantee sustained growth, and it is hoped that the distribution of resources will exert an impact on coverage, quality, and efficiency; it is trusted that teachers will participate in the discussions and obtain average remunerations; the participation of the private sector in resource financing and use will be promoted.


Mr. Cristovan Ricardo Boarque, Minister of Education of Brazil, started his intervention by remarking that if education is a priority, it should be given this opportunity, because it is clear that there is a linkage between a country’s education and its economy.  Not only must children go to school they must also receive quality education, with equal opportunities for all, without discrimination. It is important to build up public education.  Furthermore, school depends above all on valuing, training, and motivating teachers.  He pointed out the three major objectives of Brazil’s education policy: a) all children should attend school with compensatory policies such as the school scholarship Bolsa Escola, b) there should be quality schools, with well-paid, highly qualified teachers with the necessary facilities; and c) all adults should be literate.  He indicated that although everyone knows what has to be done, because of the economic standstill, there are no additional resources, no surpluses, which are the reasons why he proposed tackling the following problems:

a) Start up an aggressive program for investments in education to generate employment and give impetus to the economy.

b) Renegotiate the foreign debt and swap it for education.

c) Eliminate the tragedy of illiteracy. 

d) Set up the “Alliance of the Americas for the Education of Our Children and Peoples.” Education will be a priority when it becomes society’s objective.


Mr. Carlos Hurtado, Minister of Finance of Mexico, commented that, despite the limited resources of the Mexican Government, they are being allocated to national priorities.  Each year more public and private resources are aimed at education, which currently accounts for 5.7% of GDP.  There has also been a steady growth of spending in education per student, with an annual average growth of 3.6%.  The education sector is the largest item of programmable spending in the federal budget, amounting to 25.3% of the budget.  Nevertheless, there are challenges in terms of coverage, permanence, quality, levels of competitiveness, upper secondary school learning and higher education.  In terms of social equity, there are compensatory programs with teaching support packages; cash scholarships so that families can keep their children in school (4.2 million scholarships); and scholarships for transportation and accommodations for children who have no school in their communities.  In rural areas, the number of young people who completed secondary education rose by 23%, 1st grade enrollment rose by 40%, and upper secondary school enrollment rose by 27%.  In urban areas 1st grade enrollment rose by 6% and upper secondary school enrollment by 6%.


Mr. Carlos Jarque, to close the session, pointed out that the current situation is promising, that this session demonstrated that the topic of funding of education is wide-ranging, that the papers of the speakers will be posted on Internet, and a book will be published on the basis of these contributions.  He reported that the Special Summit of the Americas will take place in January 2004 and envisages three sessions:  growth with equity; social development; and good governance where the issue of education will appear.
FIFTH PLENARY SESSION


On August 13, the fifth plenary session was held, focusing on the following topics:

1.
Progress report on the horizontal cooperation strategy:  Consolidated programs


Ms. Sofialeticia Morales, Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education of the OAS, reported on the tasks conducted as Technical Secretariat of the ministerial meetings and on the horizontal cooperation strategy implemented since the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education.  She described the role of UDSE in the process and the technical support offered in the transfer workshops held on Educational Informatics in Costa Rica, EDUCO in El Salvador, Intercultural Bilingual Education in Mexico, School Management: the cases of Argentina and Mexico, Distance Secondary Education for Adults and Connections in Chile.  The Technical Secretariat also supported the organization and implementation of the workshop on analysis of multilateral projects held in Miami in July 2003 for the Caribbean countries.  As a result, 28 countries have already participated in the cooperation strategy that was implemented, showing the high commitment and political will of the member States to promote cooperation strategies.  The process that was conducted was also permeated by a constant dialogue with the ministers, through the virtual discussion forum that was developed and the three interactive videoconferences conducted jointly with the World Bank Institute and the General Department of Educational Television of SEP.  The inter-agency dialogue, where international agencies and organizations joined their efforts to the educational initiatives of the member States, was also added.  He also commented that, in this dialogue process that started since the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education, the representatives of civil society have been participating on an ongoing basis.


Mr. Noel McGinn, Professor Emeritus of Harvard University, offered his thoughts regarding horizontal cooperation and the strategy of the Technical Secretariat in particular.  He commented on the different modalities and players that can be involved, the importance of the political commitment to participate in the process, the advantages that this type of strategy has to tackle budget challenges, and the impact it can have on productivity.  He commented on the collective construction of knowledge and the need for a leadership that acts as a driving force for all parties to participate in the creation of this knowledge.  To achieve learning, horizontal cooperation requires energy from outside to help catalyze mechanisms of continuity and feedback and to disseminate experience.  He commented that what is most important is not the educational experience or program being studied, but rather the thought, analysis and feedback that the program generates.

2.
Presentation of Three Hemispheric Project Profiles

In this section, the coordinators of the three hemispheric projects in education that were defined at the Preparatory Meeting of the III Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in April 2003 in Buenos Aires, presented the general guidelines and objectives of each project.



Hemispheric Project on Equity and Quality



Mr. Miguel Vallone, Director of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Education of Argentina, as hemispheric coordinated, presented the equity and quality project.  The project also benefits from subregional coordination by Colombia (representing the Andean countries), Nicaragua and Honduras (representing Central America), and Bahamas (representing the Caribbean countries).  The program is aimed at tackling the challenges of repetition, overage students, graduation, and educational achievements in basic education.  The activities are aimed at sharing experiences, training human resources, implementing demonstrative experiences in the region and evaluating the project.  The expected results are:  systematization and dissemination of policies and initiatives on school permanence with quality, produced in the hemisphere and subregions; establishment of a supranational device for evaluating initiatives to prevent school failure that is flexible so that it can be applicable in subregions, countries, or local environments; the establishment of criteria and indicators to detect situations of school failure; training of national and subnational teams for formulation, management, and evaluation; holding debate forums about policies to prevent school failure, with instances for decision makers, experts, the educational community, and society in general. 



Hemispheric Project on Secondary Education



Presented by the Minister of Education of Costa Rica, Mr. Manuel Antonio Bolaños, who listed the principal objectives proposed by this project:  creating a common framework and a consensus of actions to allow students to pass from secondary to vocational education; promoting the universalization of basic and compulsory phase of secondary school while strengthening its capacity to respond to the needs and diversity of social and cultural groups; building up the linkage between secondary education and the cultural and social world by means of civic education and training outreach actions; building up the quality and relevance of professional education programs by redesigning the curriculum so that it will help build “bridges” to other levels of education and general orientation programs and drawing up versatile skills profiles that make it possible to move ahead in the creation of national and subregional systems for certifying job skills; supporting the processes of universalization, curriculum reform and flexibilization of secondary education by taking advantage of new communication and information technologies.  Among the benefits, he mentioned the partnership of the education sector with corporations, the certification of job skills shared with entities outside the education sector, trained human resources for social and productivity requirements, and one pilot project per country.  This project will be coordinated in the different subregions by Antigua & Barbuda, Costa Rica, Brazil, and Peru.



Hemispheric Project on Teacher Training



It was presented by the Minister of Education and Senator of Trinidad and Tobago, Hon. Hazel Manning, who pointed out that the project’s general objective is to strengthen teacher training in the region so that it can meet the demand for quality, equity, and relevance by tackling the challenge of improving the quality of initial training, professional development, and teacher evaluation systems in the countries of the hemisphere.  It was also agreed that Ecuador, Mexico, Bolivia, El Salvador, and Trinidad and Tobago would in charge of subregional coordination. The specific objectives that were drawn up are: (a) to identify and systematize consolidated experiences of initial training, professional development and evaluation systems of teachers that are consistent with a framework of reference that identifies general and specific skills and performance standards; to establish subregional goals and share results through virtual forums; (b) to hold five seminars, one for each subregion to validate the framework of reference and subregional goals; to recommend institutions, experiences and materials to be disseminated through internships, Internet and/or television; to develop demonstrative experiences for initial training, professional development of teachers and/or evaluation-certification and prepare virtual certificate programs for at least 1,000 teacher trainers and use the region’s infrastructure in the region; and (c) to organize an Inter-American Teacher Training Forum to share results and experiences by subregion in order to proposal hemispheric goals. 

3.
Report on Inter-Agency Meeting

International organizations and agencies attending were invited to present their contributions to the three above-described hemispheric projects and reported on the inter-agency meeting convened by the Technical Secretariat in July 2003, which focused on this topic as its principal objective.  At this meeting, a matrix was consolidated with the possible contributions of these organizations to hemispheric education projects.  The documents CIDI/RME/doc.7/03  The Hemispheric Matrix of Contributions Made by International Organizations and CIDI/RME/doc.7/03 rev. 1 add. 1 suggestions presented by UNICEF are attached to the present report.



Ms. Ana Luiza Machado, Regional Director of UNESCO/OREALC, expounded the bases of the work of the countries in the framework of Education for All, where the focuses are: Teachers, Open School, Education System Management, Social Responsibility for Education.  As for cooperation, she mentioned the tools that UNESCO has:  statistical networks supporting PRIE and follow-up on the Ministries of Education; baseline innovations, research, and successful educational experiences.  She mentioned the most relevant projects and research supporting UNESCO/OREALC. Finally, she announced that UNESCO/OREALC would hold a Meeting of Ministers of Education and Finance in May 2004 on:  How to secure more resources for education and use them better.



Mr. Holger Ramos Olmedo, Coordinator of the Education Area of the Andrés Bello Agreement, offered the support of his organization to hemispheric projects.  In secondary education, he offered technical support to draw up the Curriculum Equivalence table in the countries and subregions.  It can contribute to the comparative study of curriculum equivalence and also train technicians.  It can also contribute to teacher training, technical advisory services, materials and methodologies for educational research in teacher training.  It can hold teacher training workshops in these subjects.  In equity and quality, it would provide technical staff to identify and transfer the best practices.  For this purpose, workshops will be held to transfer relevant experiences and distribute the Best Practices Portfolio.



Mr. Garren Lumpkin, Regional Advisor for Education of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), mentioned the work of the 25 country offering possibilities for cooperation.  He added that the final decision for support to the hemispheric projects come under the responsibility of each country office.  He pointed out UNICEF’s interest in specific matters such as:  the exchange of experiences; social mobilization and communication processes such as the “Alliance of the Americas for the Education of Our Children and Our Peoples” proposed by Brazil; and education as a human right.  He especially highlighted UNICEF’s interest in the possibility of offering technical support for areas that focus on children in emergency situations and education; and the integral development of early childhood and its impact on other grades of study.  As for teacher training, he mentioned the interest of his organization in gender issues and the analysis of inclusion of those who are excluded, as well as in secondary education, youth leadership, and learning life skills. 



Mr. Darío Pulfer, MERCOSUR Regional Coordinator of the Organization of Iberoamerican States for Education, Science and Culture (OEI), informed that OEI has a programmatic framework since 2002, which includes Quality and Equity, Teacher Training, and Technical Training.  It has initial and adult education networks, develops online courses for directors of technical and professional training, grants fellowships for online courses on education in values and for teacher trainers, and has experience in certifying skills in the MERCOSUR countries.  He recommended coordinating work between cooperation organizations and institutions to avoid rivalry or duplication.  He underscored OEI’s total support for the “Alliance of the Americas for the Education of Our Children and Our Peoples” proposed by Brazil.  He reported that the Meeting of Ministers of Education is scheduled for September 2003 in Tarija, Bolivia.



Mr. Marvin Herera, Secretary General of the Coordination of Education and Culture for Central America (CECC), reported on the activities of the countries represented by this organization (Costa Rica, Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Panama), to work cooperatively on the Central American integration system.  He indicated that the priorities are coverage and quality with equity encompassing:  building up curriculum aspects, foreign language learning, formation of values, research, teacher training.  The own efforts of the seven governments and the cooperation they receive are channeled toward these priorities; at the same time the three hemispheric projects supported by OAS are integrated.



Ms. Marcela Gajardo, Co-Director of the Educational Reform for Latin America and the Caribbean Program (PREAL), expressed her concern about how to best articulate all the efforts.  She reported that PREAL promotes debates to build up policies for reforms and works with a network of national counterparts from 12 countries, foundations, corporations, and trade unions.  Since 1995, PREAL is involved in evaluating policies and following up reforms; it publishes reports on the progress of reforms; it prepares and publishes national reports on reform, quality and equity issues, and best practices; it has a database and portfolio of 250 experiences with best practices; it conducts internships for teachers regarding successful experiences.  PREAL works with two international groups, one on evaluation and standards, the other on teacher trade unions and educational problems.

4.
Installing the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and election of its officers

At the proposal of the delegation of Argentina, Mexico was proposed to Chair the CIE, Trinidad and Tobago to be the first Vice-Chair, and El Salvador to be the second Vice-Chair.  The delegation of St. Vincent and the Grenadines seconded Argentina’s proposal and the plenary approved the proposals.

5.
Approval of the Declaration of Mexico and other draft Resolutions


The plenary session continues to consider the draft resolutions and the Declaration of Mexico.  After the interventions of the representatives of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, Honduras, Brazil, and El Salvador, the following were approved:

· The Declaration of Mexico; CIDI/RME/DEC. 4 (III-O/03);

· The Resolution to Change the Regulations of the Inter-American Committee on Education; CIDI/RME/RES. 8 (III-O/03);
· The Resolution on the Use of Excess Resources of the Reserve Subfund of the Regular Fund Allocated to the Sectoral Area of Education of CIDI for the implementation of Summit of the Americas Mandates; CIDI/RME/RES. 9 (III-O/03); and

· The Resolution on the Functions of the Inter-American Committee on Education; CIDI/RME/RES. 10 (III-O/03)

CLOSING SESSION


After thanking all the delegates for visiting Mexico City and the work of OAS for holding this meeting, Secretary Reyes Tamez Guerra declared that the Third Meeting of the Ministers of Education in the Framework of CIDI was closed.  Mr. Ronald Scheman, in turn, on behalf of the Organization of American States, thanked all the delegates for their participation in the work that was carried out and expressed his appreciation to the Mexican Government and the President of the Republic, Mr. Vicente Fox, in particular, and all the collaborators of the SEP. 

IV.  DECLARATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS
THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION
OEA/Ser.K/V.6.1

August 11 - 13, 2003
CIDI/RME/DEC. 4 (III-O/03)
Mexico City, Mexico 
13 August 2003


Original: Spanish

CIDI/RME/DEC. 4 (III-O/03)

DECLARATION OF MEXICO

(Declaration adopted on August 13, 2003)

DECLARATION OF MEXICO

(Declaration adopted on August 13, 2003)

We, the Ministers of Education of the member nations of the Organization of American States, gathered together in Mexico City on August 11 to 13, 2003, for the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, after considering different proposals and varied arguments, resolve the following declaration:

1.
We are committed to attaining the education goals of the Summits of the Americas, namely: “promoting the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency at all levels of the education system; ensuring, by 2010, universal access to and completion of quality primary education for all children and to quality secondary education for at least 75 percent of young people, with increasing graduation rates and lifelong learning opportunities for the general population; and eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005.”   

2.
We call on the different sectors engaged in educational activities so we can jointly promote a movement in the hemisphere that will ensure that education is the central priority of development for all sectors over the coming decades, thus creating an authentic alliance of the Americas in favor of education.

3.
We have assumed the commitment of educating the present and future generations to ensure they are able to participate in a globalized environment and to construct a hemisphere in which no child is left behind. 

4.
We are aware of the challenges educators face due to increasing poverty among our populations and the everyday violence of our cities, together with the destabilizing international events that have occurred during the slightly more than two years since the Third Summit of the Americas.

5.
We recognize the need to make education one of the tools of development to achieve greater social equality and to overcome poverty. We affirm the need to make sure that the economic development policies adopted by the countries of the hemisphere support their public education policies. 

6.
We hold that our societies will fully achieve their cultural, economic, and political development by placing top priority on expenditure and investment in quality education of all kinds, levels, and modalities, in scientific research, in technological development, and in disseminating and preserving the cultural diversity that is a source of wealth and inspiration for our societies and their education programs.

7.
We assume our responsibility of consolidating an education system that is committed to democracy as a way of life, to social justice free of exceptions, and to respect for basic freedoms and individual dignity, avoiding all discrimination and intolerance. We therefore appreciate the statements made at our meeting by the organizations of civil society and indigenous communities. Collaboration among all sectors of our societies is crucial in attaining our goals. 

8.
We recognize the importance of instilling democratic awareness, culture, and values in the present and future generations, and of the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, particularly those dealing with education as a key means for strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, alleviating poverty, and fostering greater understanding among peoples, and we urge that efforts be made to incorporate those principles into our educational programs in accordance with the laws of each country.

9.
We are aware of the priority of the goals set by the Heads of State and Government if we are to prevent future generations from expending resources on correcting the educational shortcomings of today’s society. 

10.
We believe we can accomplish the education goals set by the Summits of the Americas by increasing our countries’ investment in education and by making efficient use of those resources. We recommend that our governments explore financing strategies for advancing education in our hemisphere that include: increased public funding for this sector and private-public partnerships. In addition, several among us consider it worthwhile to explore the possibility of debt-for-education swaps. We recognize that such initiatives must be developed in coordination with our ministries of finance and with respect to our countries’ legislation.

11.
We applaud the joint efforts of the IDB and the OAS in analyzing the problem of education funding in the hemisphere and in identifying strategies to counteract its negative effects. We will thus continue with national, subregional, and hemispheric dialogues to analyze the challenges of funding education, involving finance ministers, education ministers, and members of the business community who are committed to educational endeavors. Another priority is to analyze and discuss the commitment that is required from our political organizations, legislatures, and mass media with respect to education funding and its accomplishment and sustainability, and we urge the hemispheric community to make efforts in that regard. 

12.
We are convinced that better information is indispensable if we are to improve education. Collectively, we have made a good start by analyzing and publishing data through the indicators of the Summit project led by Chile and with particular support from UNESCO/OREALC and other international agencies. We will advance with a second stage in this effort, improving and extending the comparable indicators and focusing on strengthening the ability of our ministries to gather information and make good use of it. Additionally, we assume the commitment, in each of our nations, of focusing and intensifying efforts to assess the progress made by our students at all levels.
13.
During the United Nations Literacy Decade, which began this year under the aegis of UNESCO, we will pursue literacy programs in the continent in order to attain the goals set forth in the Dakar Commitment on Education for All.
14.
We are aware of the vital importance of quality basic education for children as a mechanism for securing their physical development and wellbeing, the optimal development of their intellectual capacities, and their creative imaginations and ethical sensitivities. Among the neediest population groups, basic education must be supplemented with prenatal attention, nutrition, and health care for children from birth onwards. We thus reaffirm our commitment of guaranteeing equitable opportunities, including those segments of the population with special educational needs, through continuous support in order to provide a safe, wholesome, and properly structured environment.
15.
We recognize that although we have made progress with enrolment in and coverage of basic education over the past decade, we agree to continue implementing policies to increase coverage and retention and to prevent scholastic failure. So that the children of the neediest families can remain in school, we recommend implementing support programs, such as scholarships, transfers to cover the opportunity costs faced by the very poor, and other social protection policies.

16.
We agree to make the necessary efforts to expand the coverage of secondary and high-school education, particularly in the technical arena, including the elements necessary for preparing our young people for life, citizenship, and the workplace, and incorporating into that learning process broad elements of creativity, innovation, and the development of entrepreneurial skills, together with an understanding of economic and educational realities, free enterprise, the role of the state, civil society, and the media, and the development of skills and virtues for their incorporation into those realities. All this must be accompanied by a system to certify the knowledge and skills of those students who graduate from these levels of education.
17.
We express our fullest recognition and profound gratitude to teachers, promoters of community education, literacy instructors, and, in general, all the men and women whose professional mission in life is to educate and seek knowledge. In addition, we reaffirm our commitment toward working to maximize the status enjoyed by educators.
18.
We underscore the importance of the forums for debating and exchanging experiences and proposals created by the nations of the Americas to generate a continuous process of education, assessment, training, and professional development for teachers, which will serve as a tool for meeting the challenge of interconnecting education policy with social realities, in order to promote equity, overcome the educational differences existing between rich and poor, and, with the help of modern information and communications technologies, devise pedagogical models that will afford teachers proper professional development.

19.
We urge our educational communities to increase their efforts to channel education toward achieving committed quality.
20.
We recognize the importance of identifying, organizing, and exchanging best practices. We support their critical transfer, together with that of consolidated programs, and we urge the OAS Unit for Social Development and Education to continue with and expand this initiative, incorporating programs from the largest possible number of member states. We also encourage the use of the tools the OAS has at hand to support the implementation of this strategy.

21.
We are pleased to have formally established the Inter-American Committee on Education, the technical and political functions of which must work for and build consensus in favor of hemispheric and subregional programs and support the pursuit of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas. We call for permanent participation by organizations and agencies at the international and other levels in helping to design, execute, and follow up on the CIE’s programs, thereby allowing closer coordination on projects that address issues common to them.

22.
We agree to guarantee the continuity of the Summit projects currently underway: the Regional Education Indicators Program and the Hemispheric Assessment Forum. We also instruct the CIE to develop programs in the areas of equity and quality, education, training, evaluation, the professional development of teachers, and secondary and high-school education, using new  information and communication technologies as their shared axis.

23.
We thank the Mexican people and government for the special welcome they have extended to us during this Third Meeting of Ministers of Education. In particular, we would like to acknowledge the work of Mexico’s Secretariat of Public Education in ensuring the success of this event. We would also like to recognize the importance of the encouraging message given by the President of the United Mexican States, Vicente Fox, on the occasion of the meeting’s inauguration.
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CIDI/RME/RES. 8 (III-O/03)
DRAFT RESOLUTION

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION,

THE MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAM COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

 HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES.122 (VII-0/02) and AG/RES. 1859 (XXXII-0/02) on the Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education of CIDI and CEPCIDI/RES. 81(LXXXVI-O/02), “Adoption of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Education,”
BEARING IN MIND:
That the General Assembly approved the creation of the Inter-American Committee on Education - CIE -- and instructed the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI, once the proposal prepared by the G-11 coordination group and the draft rules of procedure of the Committee have been analyzed and agreed upon by the education ministries of the member states, to set up that Committee and adopt its rules of procedure ad referendum of the next regular or special meeting of CIDI;

That pursuant to the mandate of the Meeting of Ministers of Education, CEPCIDI established the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and adopted its Rules of Procedure.
That, according to the Rules of Procedure of the CIE, they may be amended by the Committee itself ad referendum of the Meeting of Ministers of Education of CIDI.
CONSIDERING:
That it is important that the work of the Chair and Vice Chairs of the CIE receive adequate support and benefit from appropriate coordination through a geographically representative executive mechanism;
That the preparatory meeting for the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education of CIDI, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, reviewed the need to establish an Executive Committee within the framework of the CIE to support the work of the Chair and Vice Chairs and agreed to recommend to the Meeting of Ministers that the Rules of Procedure of the CIE be amended accordingly.
RESOLVES:

To amend Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Education to read as follows:
Chair, Vice Chairs, Executive Committee, and liaison with the Summits process

Article 4. 
The CIE shall elect, at regular meetings, a Chair and two Vice Chairs for terms of two years, renewable only once. The authorities of the CIE shall work in coordination with the Executive Committee.
The CIE will be the liaison with the Summit of the Americas Process.

The CIE shall have an Executive Committee to support the work of the Chair and Vice Chairs.  The Executive Committee shall comprise five member states (principal members) and five alternate member states elected by the CIE for a two-year term, observing the principles of rotation and equitable geographical representation and ensuring that no member state is denied the opportunity of being elected a member and that all regions have the opportunity to be represented at all times.

The Chair, Vice Chairs, and the members of the Executive Committee shall be elected by a majority of the member states present at the meeting, but in no case by fewer than 12 votes. The election shall be conducted by secret ballot, unless the delegations present choose to elect their authorities by acclamation.
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CIDI/RME/RES. 9 (III-O/03)

RESOLUTION

UsE OF EXCESS RESOURCES OF THE RESERVE SUBFUND of the

REGULAR FUND ALLOCATED TO THE SECTORAL AREA OF EDUCATION OF CIDI FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS MANDATES


THE MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,


HAVING SEEN Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02), “Use of Excess Resources of the Reserve Subfund for Capital Investments and to Meet OAS Mandates,” and the resolution of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development CEPCIDI/RES. 89 (LXXXIX-O/03), “Criteria for Use of Excess Resources of the Reserve Subfund of the Regular Fund Allocated to CIDI for the Implementation of Summits of the Americas Mandates”;

BEARING IN MIND:


That in resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02), the Permanent Council resolved to allocate four million dollars (US$4,000,000) to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) for the implementation of Summit of the Americas mandates, two million dollars (US$2,000,000) of which was to be spent, with the support of the General Secretariat, on education initiatives;


That in resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 89 (LXXXIX-O/03), it was resolved that the sectoral areas identified therein, including education, would determine, through ministerial, sectoral, or Inter-American Committee meetings and based on specific projects, how to use the funds available;

That in the said CEPCIDI resolution, the following minimum criteria were set that projects determined by the sectoral areas must meet in order to be financed with the resources assigned.   The projects must:

· Implement Summit of the Americas mandates; 

· Pertain to those topics within the sectoral area for which the OAS has recognized competence;

· Be hemispheric in scope, although they may contain subregional components; 

· Be capable of mobilizing external resources; 

· Incorporate an evaluation component; 

· When appropriate, integrate other IACD cooperation mechanisms, in particular, the fellowship and training mechanisms;

· Be of adequate technical quality; and


That the units of the General Secretariat serving technical secretariats for sectoral meetings were instructed to support to the design, coordination, and implementation of project proposals, as decided by ministerial, sectoral, or Inter-American Committees meetings; and

RECOGNIZING:

· That member states have been implementing two key Summit of the Americas education initiatives: Regional Education Indicators (PRIE) coordinated by Chile and the Hemispheric Evaluation Forum coordinated by Brazil.

· That these initiatives have resulted in valuable products that assist us to make od policy decisions and that it is essential to ensure their continuation.

CONSIDERING:


That, at the Preparatory Meeting for the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Buenos Aires, Argentine Republic, consideration was given to this matter and it was decided to formulate three hemispheric projects to address the challenges of equity with quality, teacher training, and secondary education; that the hemispheric projects would be open to participation by all member states; that each project would be coordinated by one country, which would share project coordination with five countries representing the subregions; and that the projects would be implemented in the framework of the Inter-American Committee on Education;

That there is no deadline for commitment or expenditure of the resources allocated; and


That it important to make optimal use of the resources allocated and to husband them carefully,

TAKING NOTE


That hemispheric projects on Equity and Quality, Teacher Education and Secondary Education have been presented for consideration by the Special Multilateral Fund of the CIDI 2003 (FEMCIDI) and have been included in the preliminary programming proposal;

RESOLVES:

1. To approve that the Regular Fund resources allocated for Summit education initiatives be utilized for:

a. Continuing the implementation of on-going projects on Regional Program on Educational Indicators and the Hemispheric Forum on Evaluation, and

b. The implementation of projects on the following themes: Equity with Quality, Teacher Education and Secondary Education

2. Instruct the Inter-American Committee on Education to proceed immediately to develop, with the support of the Unit for Social Development and Education, the projects to be executed, including their budget.

3. To instruct the Unit for Social Development and Education to report on the process of implementing the said projects to both the upcoming Meeting of Ministers of Education and the Inter-American Committee on Education.

4. To authorize the Inter-American Committee on Education, when the corresponding report has been received, to take the steps necessary to ensure optiminal implementation of the projects.
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CIDI/RME/RES. 10 (III-O/03)
FUNCTIONS OF THE INTERAMERICAN COMMITE ON EDUCATION

HAVING SEEN the Rules and Procedures of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE);

CONSIDERING that the purpose of the CIE is to coordinate the implementation of the inter-american dialogue on the topic of education in order to provide follow-up to the Summit of the Americas mandates and the accords reached in the Meeting of Ministers of Education, identify multilateral initiatives and contribute to the execution of OAS policies in the area of partnerships for educational development;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Rules and Procedures of the CIE show that besides the functions for which it was established, the CIE shall carry out those additional functions assigned to it by the Meeting of Ministers of Education.

RESOLVES:

1.  Request that in addition to functions established in its rules and procedure, it also carries out the following: 

a.  Follow the progress made with regard to the objectives of the Summit of the Americas, taking into account the goals of Education for All and the millennium goals.

b. Make a special effort to organize a meeting before the end of the year to share our programs in values education in order to strengthen the decision we made in Punta del Este to promote education for peace and against violence, with the participation of the OAS, UNESCO, the Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture (OEI), and the Andres Bello Agreement.

c. Support the efforts of states to offer good-quality education in multicultural contexts and respond to the challenges of providing intercultural and multilingual education in the region.

d. Design educational strategies for use of the EDUSAT satellite network in pursuance of the goal of quality education with equity. In this sense, we instruct the CIE to initiate, as soon as possible, a program of “Hemispheric Dialogues on Education” with the World Bank Institute, the OAS, and the General Directorate of Educational Television of Mexico’s Secretariat of Public Education (DGTVE/SEP) (Institute of Connectivity of the Americas).

e. Reinforce higher education and hemispheric networks through further exchanges of students, teacher, and researchers.

f. Promote programs on science and technology at all educational levels, in coordination with the Inter-American Committee of Science and Technology. 

g. Regarding the Educational Portal of the Americas, request that existing virtual human resource development programs developed by universities and institutions of higher learning in the region on the five thematic areas of the hemispheric projects be identified, evaluated, and recommended so as to strengthen the Portal’s superior offerings and thus ensure its relevance.

h. Develop collaborative strategies with civil society organizations in order to benefit from their experience when carrying out its own work, especially in areas of education pertaining to the most vulnerable sectors of society.

i. Coordinate actions with the Inter-American Commission of Women to draw up strategies to allow the eradication of gender disparities in access and permanence at all educational levels, especially in primary and secondary education.

j. Establish partnerships with the private sector to support education, in particular the hemispheric projects. 

k. Examine the education chapter of the OAS Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 in order to consider the need for adapting it to the present Declaration and Commitments. 

IV. APPENDIXES
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	E
	I
	F
	P

	CIDI/RME/doc. 4/03 

cidi01153
	Proyecto de resolución: Uso de los excedentes de recursos del Subfondo de Reserva del Fondo Regular asignados al Área Sectorial de Educación del CIDI para el cumplimiento de mandatos de las Cumbres de las Américas


	E
	I
	F
	P

	CIDI/RME/doc. 4/03 rev. 1

Cidi01140
	Uso de los excedentes de recursos del Subfondo de Reserva del Fondo Regular asignados al Área Sectorial de Educación del CIDI para el cumplimiento de mandatos de las Cumbres de las Américas


	E
	I
	F
	P

	CIDI/RME/RES. 9 (III-O/03)
	Resolución 9. Uso de los excedentes de recursos del Subfondo de Reserva del Fondo Regular asignados al Área Sectorial de Educación del CIDI para el cumplimiento de mandatos de las Cumbres de las Américas
	E
	I
	F
	P

	
	Declaración de la reunión “La participación de la sociedad civil en la educación”


	E
	I
	F
	P

	Número del documento
	Título 
/
	Idioma 
/
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	Declaración de los Pueblos Indígenas
	E
	I
	F
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	Los proyectos hemisféricos en educación: Matriz de aportaciones de organismos internacionales


	E
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	F
	P
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	Los proyectos hemisféricos en educación: Matriz de aportaciones de organismos internacionales


	E
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	F
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	Los proyectos hemisféricos en educación: Matriz de aportaciones de organismos internacionales. Sugerencias presentadas por UNICEF/ Education Projects In The Hemisphere Matrix Of Contributions Made By International Organizations Suggestions Presented By UNICEF


	E
	I
	F
	P

	CIDI/RME/doc. 8/03

cidi01157
	Situación educativa en el continente: Desafíos existentes
	E
	I
	F
	P

	CIDI/RME/doc. 9/03

Cidi01158
	Portal Educativo de las Américas. Informe de Progreso. 24 de septiembre de 2001 a 30 de junio de 2003
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	I
	F
	P
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	Diagnoses, Challenges and Lessons Learned in Equity and Quality, Secondary Education, and Teacher Education: Foundations for the Discussion of the of the Educational Priorities of the Hemispheric Projects
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	I
	
	

	CIDI/RME/INF. 2/03
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	Presentación del Canal 27 (Canal Educativo de las Américas)


	E 
	I
	F 
	P

	CIDI/RME/INF. 4/03

cidi01162
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SCHEDULE

THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI
SCHEDULE

THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI
MONDAY, AUGUST 11


REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS (Available beginning Sunday afternoon)

7:15
Transfer to CAStillo de Chapultepec
9:00 – 9:45
INAUGURAL SESSION.  Alcazar, Chapultepec Castle


Welcoming remarks by the Secretary of Public Education of Mexico,   


Mr. Reyes Tamez Guerra


Remarks by the Secretary General of the Organization of American States,


Mr. César Gaviria 


Remarks by the President of the United Mexican States, Mr. Vicente Fox

9:45 – 10:00
Photo Session for the Ministers with President Fox


10:00 – 10:20
Transfer to Meeting Site (Gran Meliá Reforma Hotel)

10:30 – 11:00
PREPARATORY SESSION


Election of the Chair and Vice Chair


Constitution of the Style Committee


Adoption of the Work Schedule of the Meeting


Agreement on the deadline for the presentation of proposals


Duration of the Meeting


Other matters

11:00 – 13:00
FIRST PLENARY SESSION


"Progress since Punta del Este"

	11:00 – 11:15

11:15 – 11:30

11:30 – 11:40

11:40 – 11:55

11:55 – 12:10

12:10 – 12:25

12:25 – 13:00

13:00 – 15:00
	1. Ratification of agreements reached during the preparatory session  and presentation of the draft Declaration and Commitments for Action 

2. "Fulfillment of the mandates of the Summit of Quebec City:  from Punta del Este to Mexico."  Presentation by:  Dr. Daniel González Spencer, Director General, International Relations, Secretariat of Public Education, Mexico
3. Reports on the activities carried out in preparation for the Meeting of Ministers.  Introduction by the Technical Secretariat:  Sofialeticia Morales Garza, Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education of the OAS
3.1 Hemispheric Dialogues on Education.  WBI – OAS- SEP

Report on the three Interactive Conferences by the World Bank Institute, Mr. Jorge Gutiérrez

3.2 Civil society participation in the commitment to education. Report on the Meeting with Civil Society Organizations, held in Bogotá

Joint report: Dr. María Cecilia Vélez White, Minister of Education of Colombia and two representatives of Civil Society Organizations elected during the meeting in Bogot:  Cecilia González Ortiz, Director General of the Mexican Confederation of Organizations for ther Intellectually Handicapped (CONFE) and Mr. Trevor Smith, National Teachers’ Association of Trinidad and Tobago.

3.3 Report of the inter-American meeting on Intercultural Bilingual Education:  Joint presentation by a representative from indigenous communities, Ireneo Rojas, Purépecha, Michoacán, Professor and researcher of the University of Michoacán of San Nicolás de Hidalgo, and Sylvia Schmelkes, General Coordinator for Intercultural Bilingual Education, Secretariat for Public Education of Mexico
MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE

LUNCH IN THE HOTEL 


15:00 - 18:00
SECOND PLENARY SESSION


"The present state of education in the Hemisphere:  existing challenges"

	15:00 – 15:20
	1. “State of education in the Hemisphere:  Challenges to be addressed.”  

Presentation by the Secretary of Public Education of Mexico,

Mr. Reyes Tamez Guerra



	15:20 – 16:10

(10’’each)

16:10 – 16:40
	2. Subregional challenges:

Subregional Presentations (Andean subregion, Central American subregion, Southern Cone subregion, Caribbean subregion, and Canada)

BREAK



	16:40 – 18:00

18:45 – 19:15

19:15 – 19:55

20:00 – 22:30
	MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE

Transfer to the Secretariat of Public Education – SEP

Viewing of Murals of the Secretariat of Public Education 

Transfer to the Hotel




TUESDAY, AUGUST 12

9:00 – 12:30
THIRD PLENARY SESSION

	9:00 – 9:20

9:20 – 9:40


	1. Presentation of the Accord between SEP and the OAS for free use of the EDUSAT educational satellite system, Dr. Jaime Tacher
2.  Signing ceremony

3.   Signing of the Accord: Secretary General of the OAS, Mr. César Gaviria, and Secretary of Public Education of Mexico, Mr. Reyes Tamez Guerra

"A shared vision of the future of education in the Hemisphere"
1. “No child left behind:  Achieving quality education for all children.” 

Presentation by the Secretary of Education of the United States of America, Mr. Roderick Paige



	9:40 – 10:30

(10’ each)

10:30 – 10:45


	2. Subregional perspective

Subregional Presentations by Ministers:  Andean subregion, Central American subregion, Southern Cone subregion, Caribbean subregion, and Canada

BREAK

	10:45 – 11:35

11:35 – 11:45

11:45 – 11:55

11:55 – 12:05

12:05 – 12:40

12:40 – 14:15
	MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE

1.  Launch of the Educational Channel of the Americas (CEA 27)

2. Invitation by Mexico to participate in a hemispheric projects on New Technologies of Information and Communication in education

3.  Presentation by Mr. L. Ronald Scheman, Executive Secretary of CIDI and Director General of the AICD

SESSION OPENED FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF THE MINISTERS

LUNCH AT THE HOTEL



	14:15 – 15:25
	FOURTH PLENARY SESSION

“Educational funding.  A long-term investment”

Moderator:   Carlo M. Jarque, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)



	
	1. Evolution, present status and perspectives for educational funding in the region.  

Presentation of the Study prepared by  the Institute for Statistics, UNESCO, Douglas Lynd

2. The impact of investment in education on human, social, and economic development 

Study prepared by The Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLAC, José Pablo Arellano) 

3. Report on the Inter-Agency Meeting (OAS, UNESCO/OREALC, OEI, CAB,UNICEF, CECC, PREAL, WBI, IDB)




15:25 – 15:50
DIALOGUE

15:50 – 16:00
BREAK

16:00 – 16:50
Panel 1.  Toward renovated visions of educational funding – A Hemispheric Perspective

Moderator, L. Ronald Scheman, Executive Secretary of CIDI and Director General of the AICD

Mr. Fernando Canales Clariond, Minister of Economy of Mexico

Mr. Juan Carlos Navarro, IDB

Mr. Harry Patrinca, World Bank

Mr. Héctor Rangel Domene, President of the Coordinating Council of Entrepreneurs

Mr Adolfo Franco, USAID

16:50 – 17:05
DIALOGUE

17:05 – 18:00
Panel 2.  Toward renovated visions of educational funding – National Perspectives

Moderator, Mr. Francisco Gil Díaz, Secretary of Finance and Public Credit of Mexico


Mrs. Vilma Villalobos, Minister of Economy, Industry and Commerce of Costa Rica


Mr. Cristovam Ricardo Boarque, Minister of Education of Brazil


Mrs. Cecilia María Vélez White, Minister of Education of Colombia

18:00 – 18:45 
DIALOGUE

18:45 – 19:30 
Transfer to the National Museum of Anthropology and History

19:30 – 21:30
Welcoming statement by the Director General of INAH, Mr. Sergio Raúl Arroyo

Guided tour of the Museum and Cocktails

21:30 or 22:00
Transfer to the Hotel

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13

	9:00 – 13:00
	FIFTH PLENARY SESSION

"Working together for the advancement of education in the Hemisphere"

	9:00 – 9:20

9:20 – 10:00

10:00 – 10:40

10:40 – 11:30

11:30 – 11:45

11:45 – 12:00

12:00 – 12:30

12:30 – 13:00


	1. Progress report on the horizontal cooperation strategy: Consolidated programs.

Presentation by Dr. Sofialeticia Morales Garza, Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education

2. Presentation of three hemispheric project profiles: 

•
Equity and Quality, Minister of Education, Science and Technology of Argentina, Mr. Daniel Filmus
•
Teacher Training, Minister of Education and Community Development of Trinidad and Tobago, Hon. Hazel Manning 

•
Secondary Education, Minister of Public Education of Costa Rica, Mr. Antonio Bolaños Salas

•
Draft resolution on the use of resources to support hemispheric initiatives (CIDI/RME/doc.4/03)

3. Report of the Interagency Meeting (OAS-UNESCO/OREALC, OEI, CAB, PREAL, UNICEF)

MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE

BREAK

4. Installation of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and election of its authorities

· Draft resolution “Amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Education”  (CIDI/RME/doc.3/03)
5. Approval of the Declaration of Mexico and draft resolutions

6. Closing ceremony 



	13:00 – 15:00
	CLOSING LUNCH FOR THE MINISTERS


INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION (CIE)

15:00 – 19:00
FIRST OFFICIAL MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION (CIE)

Election of the authorities of CIE
15:00 – 17:00
Inaugural remarks by the authorities of the Committee and presentation of the work agenda

1. The role of the Inter-American Committee on Education in following up on ministerial commitments 

2. Presentation of hemispheric projects

The thematic area coordinators will present the hemispheric vision and the subregional coordinators will offer the operational plan formulated by the countries in support of the proposed objectives

17:00 – 17:15
BREAK

17:15 – 19:00
3.
Review of the status of existing Summit projects and their potential support for the hemispheric projects

· Regional Project on Educational Indicators

· Hemispheric Project on Evaluation of the Quality of Education

· Institute for Connectivity in the Americas

· Educational Portal of The Americas

· Hemispheric Center for Teachers Excellence

· Inter-American Organization of Universities

4.
Definition of the work plan and responsibilities until the next meeting of the Committee
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DECLARATION OF THE MEETING ON 

“CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATION”

DECLARATION OF THE MEETING ON 

“CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATION”
We, representatives of civil society organizations of the countries of the Americas, gathered in Bogota, Colombia, on July 28 and 29, 2003, recognize that a quality education is essential for the growth and development of our nations, to strengthen the democratic culture, and for reduction of poverty.  

In view of the repercussions that the FTAA can have on education in countries and on civil society organizations concerned with this issue, we suggest to the Ministers of Education of the Americas to conduct a meaningful review of aspect, with a view to formulating proposals on behalf of education for children and young people in the Americas.

We suggest to the Ministers of Education of the Americas the preparation of a joint proposal to be presented at the Special Summit of the Americas this coming November, in order that the International Monetary Fund might forgive a portion of the foreign debt and allocate it to investment in increased access to, and improvement in quality and equity of, education in Latin America and the Caribbean.

We consider that civil society should perform three fundamental roles in education in countries: first, participate in an organized manner in the design of education policy and in the creation of commitments and goals at both the national and the inter-American level; second, be a partner in the implementation of groundbreaking, high-quality projects; and, third, permanent follow-up on fulfillment of these goals. Accordingly, we ask the Ministers of Education to guarantee the availability and transparency of information in order to enable permanent public accountability.

We, therefore, call on the Ministers of Education of the Americas gathered in Mexico City to bear in mind the following aspects in hemispheric initiatives:

· All measures adopted in favor of quality and equity of education shall involve all actors, through partnership building with other sectors, in order to permit our children and youth to develop and strengthen their basic and citizen competencies, respecting culture and human rights, in a framework of acknowledgement, acceptance, and consideration of diversity in inclusive environments and schools, with particular attention given to persons with special educational needs.

· Programs on secondary education for work shall be comprehensive and include competencies and skills that enable students not only to become employed but also to generate employment.  Apart from innovation and creativity, education will encompass aspects related to health care and citizen training. We recommend to the Ministers of Education of the Americas to institute public policies to foster collaboration among education authorities, the productive sector, and civil society organizations.

· Teacher training should not only strive for academic excellence, but also seek to impart values and democratic practices, in order to provide student-teachers with a comprehensive education, which recognizes them as builders of knowledge and enables them to develop their skills. Teacher training demands support and coaching in the classroom.

· We recommend that hemispheric initiatives include the creation of teams of experts in each country composed of representatives of the Ministry of Education and civil society, in order to pave the way for hemispheric projects and create mechanisms for follow-up and evaluation.
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Declaration of Indigenous Peoples

Declaration of Indigenous Peoples

Assembled in the city of Puebla, Mexico, from December 4 to 13, 2002, the participants in the Seminar-Workshop: “Quality of Education in Multicultural Contexts: The Challenges of Intercultural Bilingual Education,” convened by the Organization of American States and the Secretariat for Public Education of Mexico; in their capacity as government officials, indigenous leaders, and academics from Latin American countries, they share the following reflections with the participants in the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education:   

Bilingual intercultural education as a government policy entails the recognition of multiculturality as “an asset” directed at the population in general and at different forms of education, including in the curriculum, in teacher training, in school administration, in community participation, and in financing, its cosmovisions, languages, territories, and participatory methods and consolidating over time a model of an intercultural state.  


We therefore suggest that the teaching model take into account school calendars, agricultural cycles, and the cultural manifestations of each people and that it include a flexible, open, diversified, participatory, and systemic curriculum which combines ancestral and universal knowledge and leads to education for life, freedom, justice, equity, democracy, the exercise of civic responsibility, and the consolidation of diverse identities, thus ensuring the sound development of students in our countries’ sociocultural and multilinguistic contexts.  

Consequently, we deem it necessary for IBE teacher training to foster the participation of sages from the various indigenous peoples and those of African descent, promoting research/action programs with a view to consolidating skills, knowledge, practices, cosmovisions, and their particular manifestations.  Said training should be accredited at the university level. 

Moreover, departments of education should arrange for administrative bodies and mechanisms to regulate IBE processes at various levels:  administrative, financial, academic, and socio-organizational, thereby strengthening national education systems.  Indigenous peoples are called upon to play a leadership role in administering IBE so as to share corresponding responsibilities with the state.

The foregoing would not be possible without the effective participation of the indigenous peoples and those of African descent in the definition, organization, planning, execution, follow-up, and evaluation of IBE processes.

Clearly, IBE budgets must reflect each country’s priorities, challenges, and needs and take into account coverage, ongoing training, and the provision of facilities and materials as well as a level of remuneration consistent with the skills and performance of intercultural bilingual teaching staff.
Puebla, Mexico, December 13, 2002
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EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS IN THE HEMISPHERE

MATRIX OF CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
EDUCATION PROJECTS IN THE HEMISPHERE

III OAS Meeting of Ministers of Education

MATRIX OF CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
	Áreas of Support
	Equality with Quality
	Contributing Organizations

	DIAGNOSIS

Present information regarding project actions, follow-up and evaluation through:

Diagnostic reports on characteristics of the project’s specific challenges and the indicators best suited to detect their impact
	Provision of information on the Second Study of the Latin American Laboratory on Evaluation of Quality in Education in support of hemispheric projects, especially regarding its new component on teacher evaluation and the impact on student performance

Contribution of information specific to SIRI


	UNESCO/

OREALC

	
	Provision of information on conclusions and advancement regarding indicators of Early Education Quality; the equality and educational policy forum; the mapping study and programs outside the formal education system

Provision of information on quality and alternative early education modalities; educational inequality and attention to groups at high education risk


	OEI

	SISTEMATIZATION

Permanent strengthening of project strategy and action design through:

Reports and seminars on state-of-the-art public education policy in the hemisphere which will build an evolving store of lessons learned from consolidated and emerging programs
	Subregional coordinators workshop for the transfer of lessons on experiences relevant to the hemisphere
	Andrés Bello Convention

	
	Contribution of the methodical arrangement of experiences in childhood protection as regards school failure and education quality 

Contribution of results and experience in monitoring; documentation and exchange of information about experiences of exclusion and inclusion; extracurricular learning proceses
	UNICEF

	
	National and regional reports on educational progress

International seminars and workshops, and publications
	PREAL

	
	Experience compiled by the Latin American Network on Early Education 
	OEI


	Áreas of Support
	Equality with Quality
	Contributing Organizations

	HUMAN RESOURCES CAPACITY BUILDING

Enhance human capital by broadening  the scope of trainining projects through:

Ongoing training and assistance to facilitate the transfer of expert knowledge gained by international organizations about project development and  the design of project actions and strategies in specific fields
	Management training workshop; link between economic and  education policies for all members of the Inter-American Education Commission
	INDES/ Inter-American Development Bank

	
	Povision by UNESCO of expertise in the identification and processing of lessons relevant to the three areas covered by hemispheric projects
	UNESCO

	
	Participation by subregional coordinators of the hemispheric project in the Santiago training course where P-900 project results will be discussed in relation to standardized tests
	World Bank Institute /

World Bank

	
	Professional exchanges for teachers

Workshops and studies on education, content and performance standards
	PREAL

	
	Offer of scholarships and material for the specialized course in education and labor

Offer of technical assistance and material related to the projects on strengthening the literacy process in low-income mothers and on institutional development in the fields of education and labor
	OEI

	APPEAL AND CONSENSUS

Stimulate the project’s capacity  to engage other social agents and to heighten its impact and legitimacy 
	Technical support for the design of social communication strategies that will build consensus and consolidate the impact of Hemispheric Projects
	UNICEF

	Áreas of Support
	Secondary Education
	Contributing Organizations

	DIAGNOSIS

Report on activities, monitoring, and evaluation of the projects in the following ways:

By diagnostic reports describing their specific challenges and by indicators that help in detecting their impact.
	Provide information on the Comparative study on reform of secondary education in Spain, Chile, Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina, to support the hemispheric project
	Institute of the World Bank/ World Bank

	
	Provide information on lines of investigation of the Regional Secondary Education Forum to support the hemispheric project for secondary education
	UNESCO/

OREALC

	
	Provide conclusions, studies, and a data bank of the following: (a) Subregional Andean Plan: Promotion of innovative experiences in education for work; (b) Subregional Central American Development Plan for innovation in middle school teaching; (c) Subregional Middle School Plan – MERCOSUR; (d) Subregional Mexican-Caribbean Plan; and (e) Schools Projects, to develop subregional schools: Andean, Central American, MERCOSUR, and Mexican-Caribbean regions.

Provide information on the conclusions and results of the forum on equity and educational policies.
	OEI

	Áreas of Support
	Secondary Education
	Contributing Organizations

	SYSTEMATIZATION

Continuously strengthen the design of project activities and strategies, in the following ways:

By reports and seminars on the state of the art of public education policy in the hemisphere, to provide for continuous training based on a store of lessons learned from consolidated and emerging programs.
	Workshop for subregional coordinators to transfer lessons learned from relevant experiences in the hemisphere.

Systematize experiences in the area of education for work in CAB member countries, as inputs for the hemispheric project.

Provide technical support in identifying relevant new experiences in the area of education for work.
	Andrés Bello Agreement

	
	Provide information on the results of Educational Policy Dialogues, which have to do with secondary education with a focus on the working world, to support the hemispheric project.
	Inter-American Development Bank

	TRAINING OF HUMAN RESOURCES

Expand the capacity of the human resources of projects in the following ways:

By ongoing assistance and training to take advantage of the expert knowledge of international organizations in project development and development of activities and strategies in the themes of the projects.
	Workshop for management capacity training, link between economic and educational policies for all members of the Inter-American Education Committee.
	INDES/Inter-American Development Bank

	
	Contribute strategies for devising support mechanisms to link secondary education to the working world.

UNESCO to provide its know-how for identifying and systematizing lessons pertaining to the three themes of the hemispheric projects
	UNESCO

	
	Monitoring of the secondary education project in CAB countries.

Assistance of experts in establishing the capacity to formulate subregional curriculum equivalence tables in secondary education.
	 Andrés Bello Agreement

	
	Contribute fellowships and materials for the course specializing in education and work

Provide technical assistance and documents on the program for institutional strengthening in the area of education and work.
	OEI

	PARTICIPATION AND CONSENSUS

Enhance the project’s capacity to bring in other social actors to improve the impact and the legitimacy of the project.
	Technical support for building social communication strategies that will contribute to consensus-building and increase the impact of hemispheric projects.
	UNICEF

	Áreas of Support
	Teacher Education
	Contributing Organizations

	DIAGNOSIS

Provide information on project action, follow-up and evaluation through:

Diagnostic reports on the characteristics of specific project challenges and the indicators best suited to identify  their impact
	Provision of information on the Second Study of the Latin American Laboratory on Evaluation of Quality in Education  in support of hemispheric projects, especially as regards its new component on teacher evaluation and the impact on student performance

Contribution of information specific to SIRI

Provision of information on State of the Art Teacher Development  in support of the Hemispheric Project


	UNESCO/

OREALC

	
	Provision of information on the status of basic training among secondary school teachers in Latin America for purposes of the hemispheric project on teacher training
	Inter-American Development Bank

	
	Studies on the Relation between Unions and Teachers.  To include the study on teacher training and incentives. 

Invitation extended to subregional coordinators to participate in the Meeting in Seville scheduled for September 2004
	World Bank Institute/World Bank

	
	Conclusions of the IV International Conference on Education: “ Towards a New Social Commitment to Comprehensive Education”


	OEI

	METHODICAL ARRANGEMENT

Permanent strengthening of project strategy and action design through:

Reports and seminars on state-of-the-art public education policy in the hemisphere to build a store of evolving lessons learned from  consolidated and emerging programs
	Subregional coordinators workshop on the transfer of lessons on experiences relevant to the hemisphere
	Andrés Bello Convention

	
	Contribution of expertise in the identification and processing of innovations in the ambit of Professional Development for Teachers drawn from the Network Let’s Innovate
	UNESCO

	
	Contribution of the experience compiled by the Latin American Network on Teacher Training
	OEI


	Areas of Support
	Teacher Training
	Contributing Organizations

	HUMAN RESOURCES CAPACITY BUILDING

Enhance the project’s human capital  by:

Ongoing training and assistance to facilitate the transfer of expert knowledge gained by international organizations about project development and the design of project actions and strategies in specific fields 
	Management training workshop; links between economic and education policies among all members of the Inter-American Education Commission
	INDES/

Inter-American Development Bank

	
	Provision by UNESCO of its expertise in the identification and processing of relevant lessons in the three areas covered by hemispheric projects
	UNESCO

	
	Support to CAB by RedCADI (Training forTeachers in Research) for development of the hemispheric project on teacher training

Provision of technical experts and material for a workshop on teacher training development and the production of education material
	Andrés Bello Convention

	
	Studies and workshops on the relationship between unions, teachers´ associations and governments
	PREAL

	
	Technical assistance within the framework of the Plan for Cooperation in Ongoing Training

Provision of teachers and material of the  training program on values in education 

Provision of scholarships for the postgraduate Virtual Master’s degree in Values in Education


	OEI

	APPEAL AND CONSENSUS

Stimulate the project’s capacity to engage other social agents and heighten its impact and legitimacy
	Technical support for the design of social communication strategies that will build consensus and strengthen the impact of Hemispheric Projects
	UNICEF

	
	Workshops on factors associated with teacher performance designed for subregional coordinators of the Hemispheric Project—similar to the meeting on “Social Recognition of the Teaching Profession”—and aimed at generating a collective debate on teacher participation.
	UNESCO
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LOS PROYECTOS HEMISFÉRICOS EN EDUCACIÓN

MATRIZ DE APORTACIONES DE ORGANISMOS INTERNACIONALES

Sugerencias presentadas por UNICEF

EDUCATION PROJECTS IN THE HEMISPHERE

MATRIX OF CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Suggestions presented by UNICEF

LOS PROYECTOS HEMISFÉRICOS EN EDUCACIÓN

MATRIZ DE APORTACIONES DE ORGANISMOS INTERNACIONALES
	
	Final UNICEF Suggestions to be included in Interagency  Matrix on possible areas of support or involvement in the three Hemispheric Projects

	CEF
	Equidad y Calidad
	Equity and Quality

	
	La posibilidad de cooperación de UNICEF a nivel de país, para este Proyecto Hemisférico (PH), esta relacionado directamente a los acuerdos y planes nacionales existentes entre el gobierno y UNICEF.  La decisión final de la cooperación queda bajo la responsabilidad de la oficina nacional de UNICEF.

Algunos ejemplos de posibles áreas de cooperación (elementos comunes entre la mayoría de los planes nacionales) son:

· Promoción de garantía de los derechos de la niñez  a una educación de calidad, incluyendo  la relación con sus componentes de fracaso escolar y la calidad de la educación, lo cual contribuiría  en este tema para complementar la visión del  PH

· Procesos de monitoreo, documentación e intercambio de experiencias, especialmente los programas que tocan el tema de la  exclusión e inclusión y el uso de otros espacios que apoyen los procesos de aprendizaje.

· Compartir información relacionada al Sistema de Indicadores e información para América Latina y el  Caribe (InfoLAC)
· Contribuir a un proceso sistemático de intercambio de información.

Posibles componentes de apoyo técnico y suministro de información (materiales), en coordinación con las oficinas de UNICEF (país, regional-ALC y sede- New York):

· Emergencias y educación;

· Información y apoyo técnico sobre tema de "destrezas para la vida";

· Fracaso escolar y trabajo infantil (y otras formas de exclusión)

· Movilización y comunicación social (incluyendo aspectos relacionados al desarrollo de estrategias de comunicación social y diálogo entre sectores importantes sobre temas de los derechos del niño y la educación.

Se puede construir una nueva cooperación en base al trabajo colectivo existente entre las oficinas de UNICEF en Centroamérica, El Caribe y los países Andinos

Posible apoyo a los esfuerzos nacionales para movilizar otros fondos adicionales  in los países de "Fast-Track" de EPT: (Honduras, Nicaragua, Guyana y Bolivia)

	Possible UNICEF co-operation at the country level, for this proposed Hemispheric Project (HP),  is directly related to existing agreements and national plans between the government and UNICEF.  The final decision as to the type and amount of UNICEF country support rests with the UNICEF Country Office.

A few examples of possible cooperation areas (common elements between the majority of existing national plans) are:

· Promotion of the rights of children to a quality education, including the relationship with issues as school failure and the quality of education for all, which would contribute to the vision of this HP.

· Monitoring and evaluation of the situation of children and the documentation, dissemination and exchange of relevant experiences, especially in those themes related to exclusion and inclusion and the use of other spaces to support learning processes.

· Share information pertaining to the LAC ChildInfo information system ( InfoLAC)
· Contribute to the systematic information exchange process.
Possible components of technical support and information provision (materials), in coordination with UNICEF Offices ( country, regional-LAC and headquarters-NY):

· Emergencies and education

· Information and/or technical support on themes related to "life skills";

· School failure and child labour (and other forms of exclusion)

· Social communication and mobilization (including aspects pertaining to strategy development for social communication and dialogue between key sectors on child rights and education issues).

New cooperation could be build on existing collective work between UNICEF Offices in Central America, Caribbean (ECD and Early Intervention) and, the Andean countries.

Possible assistance to national efforts to mobilize other major funding sources in the Fast-Track EFA countries: (Honduras, Nicaragua, Guyana and Bolivia).

	
	Formación Docente
	Teacher Formation (professional development)

	
	La posibilidad  de cooperación de UNICEF  a nivel de país, para este Proyecto Hemisférico, esta relacionado directamente a los acuerdos y planes nacionales existentes entre el gobierno y UNICEF.  La decisión final de la cooperación queda bajo la responsabilidad de la oficina nacional de UNICEF.

Los países pueden explorar las posibilidades de ampliar o reforzar el componente de formación inicial o en servicio, ligado a los proyectos nacionales existentes (en los cuales UNICEF esta cooperando).

Posible interés, en algunos países específicos,  para revisar el  impacto de los sistemas de formación de docentes (impactos locales).

A nivel sub-regional (el Caribe), continuar el apoyo a la capacitación de personal de educación inicial y a los procesos de acreditación (como esta funcionando en Jamaica). 

Posible apoyo para la inclusión de otros elementos en el desarrollo docente (ie. emergencias, derechos, inclusión, genero, participación de la familia).

Explorar la posibilidad de apoyar estudios de observación en aulas para identificar prácticas positivas y negativas (basados en las experiencias de Brasil, Paraguay, y otros países).

En el futuro, ampliar el apoyo para el desarrollo de sistemas de capacitación y apoyo para trabajadores de desarrollo infantil. 


	Possible UNICEF co-operation at the country level, for this proposed Hemispheric Project,  is directly related to existing agreements and national plans between the government and UNICEF.  The final decision as to the type and amount of UNICEF country support rests with the UNICEF Country Office.

Countries could explore the possibility of expanding or strengthening initial or in-service teacher training,  linked to existing national projects (in which UNICEF is cooperating).

Possible interest - in specific countries - to assess the impact of teacher preparation/training systems (on local results).

On a sub-regional level (Caribbean), continue the support of ECD personal/ teacher training and accreditation processes (as seen in Jamaica).

Possible support to include other elements in teacher development efforts (ie. emergencies, child rights, inclusion, gender, family involvement).

Explore possible support for classroom observations studies to identify positive (inclusive) and negative (discriminatory) classroom practices (based on experiences in Brazil, Paraguay and others). 

In the future, expanded support for the development of training systems for child development workers.

	
	Educación Secundaria
	Secondary Education

	
	La posibilidad de cooperación de UNICEF  a nivel de país, para este Proyecto Hemisférico, esta relacionado directamente a los acuerdos y planes nacionales existentes entre el gobierno y UNICEF.  La decisión final de la cooperación queda bajo la responsabilidad de la oficina nacional de UNICEF.

Posible apoyo en algunos países para desarrollar y/o reforzar estrategias y acciones para preparar a los adolescentes y  los jóvenes  fuera del sistema formal de educación secundaria mediante estrategias alternativas para una formación para la vida.

Apoyar el fortalecimiento del protagonismo de los jóvenes en estas estrategias de desarrollo.

CIDI01143S01
	Possible UNICEF co-operation at the country level, for this proposed Hemispheric Project,  is directly related to existing agreements and national plans between the government and UNICEF.  The final decision as to the type and amount of UNICEF country support rests with the UNICEF Country Office.

Possible support to countries to develop and/or strengthen strategies and actions to prepare adolescents and youth outside the formal secondary education system.

Support the development and/or strengthening of initiatives to guarantee adolescent and youth participation and leadership


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES





Inter-American Council for Integral Development


(CIDI)








� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI01144E05�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI01147E01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI01140E01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �cidi01148e02�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI01146T03�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �cidi01150e01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �cidi01154e01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �cidi01155e01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI01108S01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI01136E01�








Título registrado en el idioma original.


�.	E = español,  I = inglés,  F = francés,   P = portugués


Título registrado en el idioma original.


�.	E = español,  I = inglés,  F = francés,   P = portugués


� This is a joint IDB/OAS/SEP initiative, whose objective is to provide tools and elements that contribute to international discussion on the availability of resources to fund cooperation in education.  






