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Declaration of Indigenous Peoples

Declaration of Indigenous Peoples

Assembled in the city of Puebla, Mexico, from December 4 to 13, 2002, the participants in the Seminar-Workshop: “Quality of Education in Multicultural Contexts: The Challenges of Intercultural Bilingual Education,” convened by the Organization of American States and the Secretariat for Public Education of Mexico; in their capacity as government officials, indigenous leaders, and academics from Latin American countries, they share the following reflections with the participants in the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education:   

Bilingual intercultural education as a government policy entails the recognition of multiculturality as “an asset” directed at the population in general and at different forms of education, including in the curriculum, in teacher training, in school administration, in community participation, and in financing, its cosmovisions, languages, territories, and participatory methods and consolidating over time a model of an intercultural state.  


We therefore suggest that the teaching model take into account school calendars, agricultural cycles, and the cultural manifestations of each people and that it include a flexible, open, diversified, participatory, and systemic curriculum which combines ancestral and universal knowledge and leads to education for life, freedom, justice, equity, democracy, the exercise of civic responsibility, and the consolidation of diverse identities, thus ensuring the sound development of students in our countries’ sociocultural and multilinguistic contexts.  

Consequently, we deem it necessary for IBE teacher training to foster the participation of sages from the various indigenous peoples and those of African descent, promoting research/action programs with a view to consolidating skills, knowledge, practices, cosmovisions, and their particular manifestations.  Said training should be accredited at the university level. 

Moreover, departments of education should arrange for administrative bodies and mechanisms to regulate IBE processes at various levels:  administrative, financial, academic, and socio-organizational, thereby strengthening national education systems.  Indigenous peoples are called upon to play a leadership role in administering IBE so as to share corresponding responsibilities with the state.

The foregoing would not be possible without the effective participation of the indigenous peoples and those of African descent in the definition, organization, planning, execution, follow-up, and evaluation of IBE processes.

Clearly, IBE budgets must reflect each country’s priorities, challenges, and needs and take into account coverage, ongoing training, and the provision of facilities and materials as well as a level of remuneration consistent with the skills and performance of intercultural bilingual teaching staff.
Puebla, Mexico, December 13, 2002
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