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DISTINGUISHED CHAIR, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISHED LAD IE S AND GENTLEMEN, I BRING YOU GREETINGS ON BEHALF OF THE CARIBBEAN SUB-REGION.

I WOULD LIKE TO USE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA FOR HOSTING THIS HIGH LEVEL MEETING CONCERNING ISSUES OF CENTRAL IMPORTANCE TO

NATIONAL, SUB-REGIONAL AND HEMISPHERIC DEVELOPMENT.

THE POOR OF THE  AMERICAS WILL FIND RESONANCE IN THE WORDS OF THE JAMAICAN NATIONAL HERO THE RIGHT EXCELLENT MARCUS MOSIAH GARVEY WHO DESCRIBED THEIR PLIGHT IN THIS WAY:

"POVERTY IS A HELLISH STATE TO BE IN; TO BE POOR, IS TO BE HUNGRY WITHOUT POSSIBLE HOPE OF FOOD;

TO BE SICK, WITHOUT HOPE OF MEDICINE;

TO BE TIRED AND SLEEPY WITHOUT A PLACE TO LAY ONE'S HEAD;

TO BE NAKED, WITHOUT THE HOPE OF CLOTHING;

TO BE DESPISED AND COMFORTLESS.

TO BE POOR IS TO BE A FIT SUBJECT FOR CRIME AND HELL."

THAT IS THE WAY OF POVERTY. NO ONE WANTS TO BE POOR.

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IT IS AN HONOUR TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF CARICOM TO HIGHLIGHT THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS ACHIEVED DURING THE PAST DECADE, AND THE EXISTING CHALLENGES IN DEVELOPING SOCIAL POLICIES AND STRATEGIES TO OVERCOME POVERTY, GENDER INEQUALITY AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION.

CARICOM MEMBER STATES WERE PARTNERS IN THE CONSENSUS AT THE 1995 WORLD SUMMIT ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE UNITED NATIONS MILLENNIUM DECLARATION IN 2000 THAT COMMITTED TO "ERADICATING POVERTY, PROMOTING DIGNITY AND GENDER EQUALITY, AND ACHIEVING PEACE, DEMOCRACY, AND ENVI RONMENT AL SUSTAINABILITY.”

THE COMMITMENT OF THE CARICOM SUB-REGION IS SIMILAR TO THAT UNDERTAKEN BY OTHER OAS MEMBER STATES. SUCH COMMITMENT IS REFLECTED IN NATIONAL AND REGIONAL APPROACHES TO POLICY DESIGN, AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION, AS WELL AS IN OUR STRATEGIZING FOR THE FUTURE.

WITHIN CARICOM, IN VOICE AND ACTION, OUR POLICY LEADERS ARE UNITED IN THE VIEW THAT WE COMPROMISE THE PROSPECTS OF SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND SUCCESSFUL DEMOCRACIES, UNTIL, TO QUOTE HON. KENNY ANTHONY, PRIME MINISTER OF ST LUCIA, "WE HAVE WIPED OUT POVERTY IN TH I S HEMI S PHERE "

JAMAICA'S PRIME MINISTER, MOST HON. P.J. PATTERSON, POINTED OUT THE FUNDAMENTAL NECESSITY OF THIS TASK WHEN HE SAID THAT "POVERTY ERADICATION IS A MATTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS.”

WHETHER BY MEANS OF POVERTY ERICATION POLICIES AND PROGRAMME S OR POVERTY REDUCTION STRATEGIES NOW BEING DEVELOPED, IN CARICOM, THE WORK IS PROCEEDING IN EARNEST.

THE ROUTE OF PARTNERSHIPS IS A FAVOURED PATH. FOR EXAMPLE, THE GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS & NEVIS HAS EMBRACED "PARTNERSHIP AS THE MOST VIABLE OPTION FOR POVERTY REDUCTION." IN DOMINICA THE STATE IS THE FACILITATOR IN FORGING PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS.

TODAY, THE SOCIAL POLICY REGIMES IN ALL STATES WITHIN CARICOM EMBODY A 'POVERTY ERAICATION' THRUST. YET THEY, LIKE OTHER OAS MEMBER STATES, ARE SENSITIVE TO CERTAIN PERSISTENT CHALLENGES.

· THROUGHOUT THE SUB-REGION OF A PREDOMINANTLY YOUTHFUL


POPULATION, THE PROBLEM OF YOUTH EXCLUSION IS GIVING RISE TO ALIENATION AND APATHY AS WELL AS ALTERNATIVE SUBCULTURES THAT RETARD DEVELOPMENT.


ONE IMPORTANT RESPONSE IS THE CARICOM'S COUNCIL ON HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (COSHOD) WHICH HAS PLEDGED TO "CREATE A NEW PARADIGM OF YOUTH DEVELOPMENT BASED ON PRINCIPLES OF INCLUSION, EQUITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. "


MEMBER STATES ARE FOLLOWING THIS LEAD.

· HEAVY DEBT BURDEN HAS MEANT LESS FUNDING FOR SOCIAL SERVICES. NEVERTHELESS, SOCIAL REFORM HAS BEEN ADVANC ING WI TH THE ADVENT OF SPECIAL HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS AS WELL AS VARIOUS FORMS OF SOCIAL SUPPORT THAT IMPOSE REALISTIC CONDITIONALITIES ON BENEFICIARIES.

· CERTAIN REALITIES OF THE GLOBALIZED SYSTEM HAVE IMPEDED OUR PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING OUR DEVELOPMENT GOALS. THE EROSION OF TRADE PREFERENCES, BREACHES OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE RULES, AND GROWING UNEMPLOYMENT COMPLICATE THE SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS THROUGHOUT THE OAS SYSTEM.

WE ARE PURPOSEFLLY SEEKING TO CAPTURE AND REGAIN SOME COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE BY WAY OF IMPROVED ACCESS TO

EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND OTHER LEVERS FOR BUILDING AN

ENTREPRENEURIAL CULTURE AND CREATING AN ATTRACTIVE

INVESTMENT CLIMATE.

· OF SPECIAL CONCERN ARE THE GROUPS THAT ARE MOST VULNERABLE TO THE RAVAGES OF POVERTY AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. I SPEAK OF OUR WOMEN, THE ELDERLY, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, THE RURAL POOR, AND CITIZENS OF THE INNER CITY COMMUNITIES FOR WHOM THE PRESSURES OF LIVING IN TODAY'S GLOBALIZED ENVIRONMENT, ARE UNRELENTING.

· THE FEMINIZATION OF POVERTY AND THE OTHER MANIFESTATIONS OF GENDER INEQUALITY ARE COMMONPLACE. INCREASINGLY, VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS REARING ITS UGLY HEAD.

A RECENT SOCIAL ACCOUNTING STUDY BY THE WORLD BANK CONFIRMS THAT WOMEN ARE LAGGING BEHIND IN RELATION TO POVERTY, SOCIAL INCLUSION AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE.

THE ENCOURAGING NEWS IS THAT WOMEN HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT STEPS IN EDUCATION AND ACCE SS TO THE LABOUR MARKET AND THERE IS AN ACTIVE PROGRAMME OF LAW REFORM. 

THERE IS A SHARPER FOCUS NOW ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS TARGETING WOMEN, AND EMPHASIS ON SKILL BUILDING ENTERPRISES AS WELL AS ACCESS TO CREDIT AND RELEVANT TECHNICAL SERVICES.

· THE RAPID SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS AND THE INABILITY TO ACCESS ANTI-RETROVRIAL DRUGS TAKE TOLL ON YOUTH AND THE POOR.


THE HEALTH MINISTERS WITHIN THE CARIBBEAN COOPERATION FOR HEALTH PHASE TWO ARE WORKING TO ENSURE IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY, AVAILABILITY AND USE OF REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH SERVICES.

· WITHIN OUR SOCIAL POLICY SYSTEMS, WEAKNESSES IN THE ART OF DESIGNING COMPETITIVE PROJECT PROPOSALS, COMBINED WITH RESEARCH AND DATA GAPS, LEAD TO UNCOMPETITIVE BIDS AND HIGHER OPERATIONAL COSTS.

WITHOUT RELIABLE DATA ON POVERTY AND RELATED INDICATORS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO FRAME EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS.

IN ADDITION, SOCIAL DIALOGUE NEEDS IMPROVEMENT. WITHOUT FULL PARTICIPATION AND VOICE, SOCIAL POLICY PRODUCTS TEND TO MISS THEIR MARK.

CARICOM IS VERY AWARE OF THE NEED FOR A LAGER INVESTMENT IN THESE IMPORTANT AREAS.

· EQUITY IS A FRONT BURNER ISSUE. THERE IS THE GREAT DISPARITY BE~EN RICH AND POOR NATIONS AND ALSO THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DIVIDE BETWEEN THE PEOPLES OF MEMBER STATES.

CARICOM HAS OPTED FOR SPECIAL INTEGRATION INSTRUMENTS AS THE WAY FORWARD .

THE CARIBBEAN SINGLE MARKET AND ECONOMY (CSME) IS DESIGNED TO ADDRESS THE PREVAILING TRADE IMBALANCES IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM.

THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS) ENVISAGES AN EXPANDED CAPACITY TO TRADE WITHIN THE SUB-REGION AS WELL AS A GREATER VOICE ON CRITICAL HEMISPHERIC AND GLOBAL ISSUES.

· OUR MISSION IS TO ADVANCE DEMOCRATIC CULTURE. REGIONAL EFFICIENCY, COMPETITIVENESS AND CAPACITY TO SOLVE SOCIAL PROBLEMS. THERE ARE SIGNES OF HOPE. THE QUALITY OF SOCIAL POLICY THINKING IS IMPROVING. THE DATA SUGGESTS THAT POVERTY GAPS IN SOME INSTANCES ARE TENDING TO CLOSE. PARTNERHSIPS ARE GETTING STRONGER AND THERE IS GREATER COMMITMENT TO IMPROVING PROBLEM SOLVING CAPACITY.

THE WAR AGAINST POVERTY AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION IS A LONG, HARD AND DIFFICULT WAR. BUT IT IS A WINNABLE WAR. AND WE WILL WIN BECAUSE WE MUST –SO THAT NO CHILD WILL EVER HAVE TO GO TO BED HUNGRY AND WITHOUT HOPE OF A BETTER TOMORROW. WE ARE NOT DAUNTED BY THE DIFFICULTIES. OUR EYES ARE ON THE PRIZE.

IN THE WORDS OF AN OUTSTANDING CARIBBEAN POET H. D.CARBERRY:

"THERE SHALL COME A TIME WHEN THESE CHILDREN IN RAGS WHO LITTER THE STREETS WHO KNOW THE CRUSHING MASTERY OF POVERTY AND THE CURSES OF DIRT AND SLOVENLINESS SHALL WALK WITH HEADS ERECT, PROUD OWNERS OF A NEW WORLD, MASTERS OF THEMSELVES,

ADMITTING NO INEQUALITY, FEELING NO INFERIORITY, ONLY A GREAT HUMILITY AND WONDER FOR THE DESTINY THAT SHALL BE THEIRS."

I THANK YOU.
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