Table 2

Latin America and the Caribbean:  Social Development since 1950

	
	We have made significant progress…..
	But much remains much to be done……

	Education
	The region’s illiteracy rate has declined from 34% in 1960 to 13% in 1995.  Great advances in coverage have provided almost universal access to primary education.  The education situation for women is virtually on a par with that for men in terms both of coverage and quality.
	Three broad aspects of education are in need of reform: the efficiency (internal and external) of educational systems, the quality of education in the public schools, and inequity in the provisions of educational services.  Their current low quality is reflected in high repetition and dropout rates.  Minority groups, students with special needs and extremely poor students face serious problems of access.  Illiteracy still afflicts women disproportionately in rural areas.

	Health
	Life expectancy at birth rose from 49 to 70 years between 1950 and 1990, while the infant mortality rate fell from 161 per mil in 1960 to 41 per mil in 1996.  The total fertility rate sank from 5.2 in 1970 to 3.1 in 1991, while population growth declined from an average 2.4% a year in 1965-73 to a projected 1.7% for 1990-2000.
	Inequality in access and in the quality of service for those who have access means that there are enormous variations in health indicators within individual countries, with great disparities between rural and urban access to health and sanitation services and between the quality of public and private services.  There is still no universal access to basic health services and vaccination for year-old children against communicable diseases like TB and measles.

	Poverty and Income Inequality
	On average, gross income per capita has risen considerably, from $2,487 in 1950 to $4,820 in 1992 (in 1990 dollars).
	Historically high levels of income inequality have persisted even during the economic recovery of the 1990s: the region has the greatest inequality in the world, in terms of the Gini coefficient, and in the gap between the highest and lowest quintiles of the population. Similarly, the proportion of people living in poverty in 1995 was even higher than that recorded in 1980, while the absolute number of poor people in 1995, at over 150 million, was at a historic high.

	Employment
	Social development has helped to strengthen the human resources of the labor force.  The proportion of women in the economically active population has been steadily rising.
	The labor supply is still growing rapidly, while unemployment and underemployment remain high, despite economic growth.  The average unemployment rate for the region between 1986 and 1996 ranged between 9.4% and 10.2%.  The new jobs being created are generally of low quality:  85% are in the informal sector.


Source:  OAS (1997), ILO (1997), Burki and Perry (197), World Bank (1998) UNDP (1997), Angus Maddison (1995).

