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BACKGROUND ON THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

In compliance with Resolution AG/RES. 1424 (XXVI-O/96), the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), through its Permanent Executive Committee (CEPCIDI), established the Committee on Social Development (CDS) at a meeting held on August 15, 1996.  During that same meeting, CEPCIDI elected Ambassador Alicia Martínez Ríos, Permanent Representative of Argentina, as Chair of the newly created Committee.  


In accordance with AG/RES. 1424 (XXVI-O/96), which also approved the “Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination", the following responsibilities were also assigned to the Committee on Social Development: 


a.
Preparing the High-Level Meeting on Social Development, including the holding of seminars or other activities it deems appropriate for defining the policies and specific actions to be pursued within the framework of the OAS. 


b.
Following up on cooperative programs and projects pursued or promoted by the OAS in the area of social development. 


c.
Consideration of topics related to social development and especially to efforts to overcome poverty that are entrusted to it by CIDI or CEPCIDI, such as employment generation; educational, scientific and technological development; and the promotion of culture


The Committee met, as a special committee of CEPCIDI, in 1996 and 1997.  During 1997, the Chair of the CDS was Ambassador Marlene Villela de Talbot, Permanent Representative of Honduras, who was also in charge of the preparations for the First High-Level Meeting on Social Development, held at OAS headquarters in February of that year. The CDS has not met since the High-Level Meeting. 


The General Assembly, through Resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XXIX-O/99) changed the name of the Committee on Social Development to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development and established its fundamental objective as strengthening the inter-American dialogue to support the formulation of policies and development of cooperation activities in the social development area, particularly those that combat poverty and discrimination in the Hemisphere.  However, the rules of procedure of the Committee were never approved.


During its Eighth Regular Meeting, held in April 2003, CIDI reiterated the importance of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development and urged its members to hold a meeting during the first quarter of 2004. 

CIDI also asked the Inter-American Committee on Social Development, taking into consideration the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, to study the effectiveness of the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination and, if deemed necessary, propose changes to update the Program. In addition, CIDI asked CEPCIDI to consider the Draft Rules of Procedures of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development and approve them provisionally, ad referendum to the next meeting of CIDI.









