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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for this opportunity to report on the results of the 2nd Meeting of Ministers or Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in Member States, which was held here in Washington DC two week ago.  I also would like to thank Sofialeticia Morales for her very gracious invitation to address this working group.  


Four years ago, the OAS convened the first-ever meeting of Ministers of Women’s Affairs.  This meeting was truly groundbreaking and has had important repercussions for our organization and for the countries of the Region.  The approval on that occasion of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), not only expressed the profound commitment of the member states to improving the status of women in the Hemisphere, but also signaled the adoption of a new approach based on gender equity and the formulation of gender-based policies, as the main strategy for achieving equality of rights and opportunities for men and women.  


Since its adoption, the IAP has become a blueprint for CIM activities, and has given the specific mandate to pursue the integration of a gender perspective in hemispheric policy, particularly through the avenue of the Ministerials.  You may recall that, at your meeting in Ottawa, we presented a series of recommendations for integrating a gender perspective in the Ministries of Labor, and subsequently followed up with suggested lines of action for adoption.

In reviewing the agenda for today’s meeting, I couldn’t help but notice the similarities in the issues that you are discussing here and those discussed by the Women Ministers, whose primary discussion point was “Women, Trade and Economic Empowerment”.  


At our meeting, there was much discussion on the role of women in trade liberalization as producers, workers and consumers, and of the need to evaluate the different impact of trade on men and women. The Ministers made recommendations on how to best integrate gender language and considerations into trade issues and projects, pointing out that collaboration between Women’s Ministries and Trade Ministries was very important, as well as between NGOs, national institutions and international organizations.  I think that it is fair to say that this collaboration cannot be successful without the inclusion of the Labor Ministries as well.


The Ministers also agreed that trade policies are fundamentally about improving people’s lives, and that the impact of trade on women had to be studied and taken into account so that any negative effects could be minimized. Mention was made of the maquilas and the fact that this kind of work, which tends to be repetitive and low wage, generally does not offer opportunities for real progress. Additionally, since these industries are always seeking lower labor costs, they provide short term solutions to women’s unemployment.  Some countries referred to the initiatives that they have implemented to help women compete in new markets

Discussion also ensued on the need for countries to carry out some kind of trade impact reviews before signing trade agreements, so that compensatory measures can be taken to prevent possible negative impacts.  The Ministers also highlighted the need to examine which population groups are affected by free trade, especially with regards to women, whether they be indigenous women, rural women, or women working in the maquila sector.  There was consensus by the Ministers that gender language and a gender perspective must be included in trade agreements, and also that efforts must be made at the domestic levels to develop a working relationship between trade ministries and national mechanisms, and with the participation of civil society. 


There was also an emphasis, which is included in the declaration of that meeting, of the “critical need to fully integrate a gender perspective into the development and sustainability of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, especially in supporting the financing of female-owned or operated businesses in order to achieve a more equitable and just social environment”.  


In the resolution entitled “Women, Trade and Economic Empowerment”, it was resolved, among others; 

· “To urge governments to undertake analysis and responsive programs that take account of the different impact of macroeconomic policies on men and women and that can contribute to positive impacts from such policies and help to mitigate the potential negative impact on particular populations, including, among others women…; 

· To encourage member states to include gender impact considerations in developing their national policies and positions related to the negotiations of bilateral and regional trade agreements, as well as including gender equity and equality as a priority within national and regional trade capacity-building strategies”.


We have distributed copies of the Declaration and the resolution on Women, Trade and Economic Empowerment, for your information.  

The Ministers also discussed proposals for the Fourth Summit of the Americas. There was a general consensus on the need to highlight the issues of violence and women’s political and economic empowerment, as well as to address poverty and the feminization of poverty.  The importance of targeting the education of the girl child to break the cycle of poverty was pointed out. Some of the problems that were pointed out as indicators of obstacles for women included the relative difficulty of reaching equal inclusion in politics, inequality in women’s wages, as well the lack of women in high places within the private sector. Finally, it was emphasized that gender must be integrated as a cross-cutting issue in all areas of the Declaration and Plan of Action of the IV Summit.

The last major issue of discussion was Violence against Women, which continues to be a priority world-wide.  The Ministers developed and approved, with the participation of the World Bank, a series of recommendations for presentation to the Ministers of Justice, on violence against women, along with the trafficking in women, access to justice and persisting legal discrimination.


I wish you success in your deliberations.  CIM looks forward to a continued collaboration, and to the results of this meeting.  Thank you for your kind attention.


I thank you for your kind attention.
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