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 Culture as a tool for social cohesion and fight against poverty
 

- EXECUTIVE SUMMARY -

COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS: IS IT TECHNICALLY POSSIBLE TO WIN THE FIGHT OVER POVERTY THROUGH THE CULTURAL POLICIES OF THE AMERICAS?
The study developed throughout this document responds to a research on the phenomenon of social cohesion in the matrixes of cultural policies so as to diminish poverty amongst the populations of the American Continent.  The study was commissioned by the OAS as a supporting document for debate at the II Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture, representatives of all 34-member countries of the OAS. 

Within this framework, was contemplated the conceptual foundations that characterize the actual current reality, in terms of dominant tendencies, social radiography, reasoning’s for social action. Subsequently, a characterization of the new models of cultural identity that communities pressure to construct was developed, as a constant need of individual and collective fulfillment within each human settlement.

In order to determine and diagnosis poverty and cultural policies in the Americas, the empirical analysis of concrete, reliable and useful information was done with the assistance of two currently relevant development tools. One such tool focuses on the cultural policies of 15 of the 34 countries members of the OAS. The other, a basic document "The Challenge of Combating Poverty", edited by “The Network N° 10 – Fight Against Urban Poverty" (site http://portal.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/urbal/ingles).

When we think of public policies, we have the duty to search for concrete paths necessary to implement the actions that we wish to carry out in each community. It is also important to keep in mind that in terms of context we are situated in the position of the STATE. The aforementioned posses the sufficient capacities, power, influence and hegemony to effectively meet the demands expressed by the population, to improve its every-day quality of life. Even more so when the emphasis is on the weaker and excluded groups of our society such as groups whose basic subsistence needs are rarely satisfied. 

In the context of the previous paragraph, an operative matrix was made that could eventually be used for the materialization of government strategies to overcome poverty through cultural policies. These strategies were divided in the following three themes, each one having its own components and lines of action:

1.-Cultural Policies with High Local Relevance  

They should contain the following programs, projects and lines of action: cultural mapping, cultural territoriality, decentralized financing, multipurpose cultural spaces, local cultural strategic plans, cultural public actors training, and habilitation of a cultural information network.
2.-Cultural Policies that Promote the Development of Abilities and Skills in the Poor Population of the Americas

They should contain the following programs or lines of action: generation of methodologies for social cohesion, mass consumption of culture for the population of limited resources, to engage artists from all fine arts disciplines to represent the reality of poverty, inclusion in the civic life of the poor population, aesthetic education for the poor population.

3.- Cultural Policies that Grant Priority in its Agenda to the Transversal Role that Culture Has in the Effective Consolidation of Public Policies implemented in: Health, Environment Education, Lodging, Basic Security, Social Assistance, Civil Participation, Civil Security, Urban Development, Decentralization, Employment, Tourism, Fight Against Poverty and Vulnerable Groups.
They should contain the following programs or lines of action: Strengthening of the existing social assistance and social promotion programs, by means of convergence with cultural development programs; leading cultural interventions oriented toward attaining greater social cohesion; Documentation of cultural practices of social exclusion with traditionally economically and socially excluded and marginalized groups, programs meant to make visible in a symbolical way cultural management in a massive form.

Finally the threats, opportunities and challenges that the Ministers of Culture of the countries of the inter-American region will have to tackle were articulated. The Ministers will have to tackle the latter in terms of reflection and shared dialogue in order to prioritize cultural themes that they can approach objectively with the institutional, financial and operational resources that they have available on the short, medium and long term.
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� The Study was commissioned by the Unit for Social Development and Education of the Organization of American States with the intent of supporting the discussions on Theme 3 at the II inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture. The document was elaborated by Claudia Ulloa Espinoza, Master in National Policy Management, Mention in Education and Culture, CENLADEC, Universidad de Playa Ancha, Chile. 
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