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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 2004 

ACTIVITY
DATE / LOCATION
DESCRIPTION
LEAD

2004

First meeting of Experts on Feasibility Study for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration


March 29-30, 2004

Washington
The experts from Canada, Brazil and Mexico discussed the study’s purpose and expected results; assessed the needs and past experiences in capacity building of labour ministries in the Americas, as well as the role of specialized organizations within the OAS system.  Presentations were made by international organizations stressing the need for a flexible mechanism that could adapt to the changing requirements of the countries, and underlining the need for better coordination among Ministries of Labour in the hemisphere.  Experts will develop options papers setting out, among others, the rationale for such a mechanism for discussion at the 2004 Working Group Meeting


OAS, Troika experts

 

Workshop on Occupational Health and Safety
April 29-30, 2004

San Salvador


Analyze occupational health and safety in the context of integration processes in the hemisphere.  The workshop is developed to provide countries with the opportunity to critically analyze the sub-regional experience of the Regional Center for Occupational Health and Safety (CERSSO) as a model for other sub-regions
OAS, El Salvador, PAHO



Proposal on an Inter-American Fund for the Promotion of Decent Work 
April 2004
ILO to provide Brazil with a study on the promotion of decent work prepared for the Social-Labour Commission of MERCOSUR on which a prospective hemispheric analysis can be based.  Additionally, the ILO will provide the other sub-regional studies that they carry out.  Brazil to prepare a proposal for an Inter-American Fund for the Promotion of Decent Work for presentation at the Washington Working Group Meeting in May


Brazil, ILO



Second meeting of Experts on Feasibility Study for an Inter-American Cooperation 

Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration
May 11-14, 2004


The experts discussed progress made, finalized the calendar of the study proposal and presented preliminary options to the 2004 Working Group Meetings. Participants prioritized the options and the experts will guide the study accordingly.
OAS, Troika experts



Workshop on the Impact of Trade and Integration on Labour
May 11, 2004 Washington


This is a follow-up to a workshop under the 12th IACML on Prospective Impacts of Economic Integration on Labour Markets (Brazil, 2003), the objective of which was to examine risks and opportunities for labour markets that may result from economic integration within the Summit of the Americas process.   This workshop responds to one of the recommendations of Working Group 1 on the Labor Dimensions of the Summit of the Americas Process, presented to trade ministers in November, 2003: “to conduct further enquiry into the effects of economic integration upon labor markets and labor policy, into methods for studying these questions and into means to enable labour ministries in smaller economies to undertake such analyses”  


 Argentina, United States, OAS

Meeting of Working Group 1 


May 12-13, 2004

Washington
Topics included: treatment of labour in free trade agreements; implications of globalization and integration for the informal sector; assessment of the labour market impact of integration, and identification of future goals and objectives


Argentina, United States, OAS



Joint Meeting of Working Groups 1 & 2
May 13, 2004

Washington
Update by Canada-Brazil-Mexico experts on the status of the feasibility study for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration
OAS, Troika experts



Meeting of Working Group 2  
May 13-14, 2004

Washington
Build on previous initiatives for developing mechanism to increase the capacity of labour ministries.  Topics included: best practices in the modernization of labour ministries; mechanisms for resource optimization in the administration of labour ministries; alternative dispute resolution; overview of scheduled Workshop on Effective Employment Services (fall 2004); and identification of future goals and objectives
El Salvador, Canada, OAS

Third meeting of Experts on Feasibility Study for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration
August 11-13, 2004

Mexico City
Meeting with OAS, ILO, experts to present options and to get input on study format and contents. 
OAS, Troika experts



OHS Hemispheric Leadership Meeting (in preparation for the III Hispanic Forum 2005)
September 24, 2004 Washington 
The XVII World Congress on Occupational Health and Safety, sponsored by the NSC, the ILO, and the USDOL/OSHA, will be held in September 2005, and the III Hispanic Forum is one of its activities.  In preparation of the Hemisphere’s participation in the World Congress, the NSC, PAHO and the OAS organized the OHS Hemispheric Leadership meeting.  The meeting was attended by the Minister of Labor of El Salvador, the Vice-Minister of Labor of Argentina and representatives from the Ministries of Labor of Brazil, Canada, Mexico, Peru and USDOL.


NSC, OAS, PAHO

Presentation by the Troika to the Directing Council of PAHO

September 27, 2004

Washington
Presentation by the troika (Ministers of Brazil, Canada and Mexico) to the 45th Directive Council of the Pan American Health Organization.  

The presentation highlighted the achievements in the area of occupational health and safety undertaken by the 12th IACML (Canada), current activities under the 13th IACML (Brazil – represented by El Salvador) and future plans under the 14th (Mexico). Plans are underway to develop a stronger partnership between Ministers of Labour and Ministers of Health in the Americas to address pressing occupational health and safety issues. This initiative responds to the direction received from the Third Summit of the Americas and from the XIII IACML to improve collaboration and coordination between key international organizations and between domestic ministries related to labour issues.  


PAHO, OAS, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, El Salvador

Workshop on Effective Employment Services  


September 29-30, 2004

Cancun, Mexico

The purpose of this workshop is to provide a forum for discussion on the fundamentals of employment service systems as a support to economic growth in the hemisphere.  This will include lessons learned in the design and applicability of a number of employment service models within regional labour markets.  The workshop will also examine cooperative initiatives that have taken place between countries, with the objective of developing, within the IACML framework, proposals for continuing cooperative activities and improving the effective use of employment service systems


NAALC, Commission for Labor Cooperation

XXXVI Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)
October 19-20, 2004

Washington
The SIRG is the main body for follow-up and planning of the Summit of the Americas process
Summit Secretariat - OAS

Feasibility Study for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Professional Labour Administration
October 31, 2004
Submission of final draft to IACML Ministers for approval


Experts
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